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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


LONDON’S 28 metropolitan borough councils have agreed that 
a standard form of building contract is a desirable step for 
municipalities, and will support the proposal of the Association 
of Municipal Corporations to prepare one. p. 288 


A PERSPECTIVE DRAWING and photographs of a model of 
the proposed rebuilding of the City Temple are shown on p. 291 


A PROPOSAL that the architectural work of the education 
committee should be transferred to the control of the city architect 
of Birmingham City Council was carried on February 2. p. 301 


THAT the procedure of public planning inquiries often does not 
correspond with the principles of a fair trial as we understand 
them, was a conclusion drawn by Lord Justice Denning when 
he spoke at the Town Planning Institute on February 4. p. 302 


IN A STATEMENT which he made on car parking provision 
in new buildings in the City of London at a meeting of the Court 
of Common Council on February 4, Mr. C. F. Glenny, chair- 
man of the Improvements and Town Planning Committee, said 
that provision so far had been made in 45 schemes of develop- 
ment for 1,339 vehicles. p. 304 


THE NUMBER of permanent houses completed in Great Britain 
during 1953 was 318,779 compared with 239,922 in 1952, 
according to the latest Housing Progress Report. p. 305 


SOME OF THE DANGERS of making agreements without 
properly setting things down in writing, or providing for the 
rights and liabilities of the two sides in case events do not turn 
out exactly as expected, are outlined by a legal correspondent. 


p. 312 


PLANNING APPEALS AND 
ADMINISTRATION 


‘THE Minister of Housing and Local Government has 

recently given some figures which show that there has 
been a great increase in recent months in the number of 
appeals to the Minister under the Town and Country Planning 
Act. Mr. Macmillan told the House of Commons that during 
1953 some 4,456 appeals were lodged with the Ministry. 
During the same period 1,013 appeals were allowed, 1,206 
were dismissed and 1,341 were withdrawn or otherwise 
settled. These figures show that there were nearly 1,000 
more appeals outstanding at the end of 1953 than at the 
beginning. 

This increase is no doubt due in large part to the fact that 
there has also been an increase in the amount of development 
taking place. As the progressive relaxation of building 
licensing makes more development possible, the number of 
applications for planning permission must be expected to 
increase. It is, of course, important that planning authorities 
should maintain a firm control over the siting of development 
in order to secure the best use of our limited resources of land, 
but it is also important that these authorities should do all 
they can to avoid unnecessary appeals. As the number of 
applications and appeals increases, planning authorities 
should be increasingly watchful in this regard; appeals 
mean delay, and the greater the number of appeals, the 
longer the delay because of the overloading of the Ministry. 


The Minister evidently considers that authorities have been 
blameworthy in this respect. In his recent circular 61/53, he 
said that, although there were no major new steps he could 
ask authorities to take, “there are a number of points on 
which advice has already been given to which some authorities 
could with advantage pay more attention.” Many of these 
points were set out in the old Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning circular 69, and the Minister has asked authorities 
to study that circular again. For instance, in circular 69 
planning authorities were advised that “the reasons for 
refusal should be stated precisely and in as full detail as 
possible.” The circular particularly condemned the use of 
general phrases, such as “ the proposal is contrary to sound 
planning principles,” which convey little meaning and make 
it difficult for the applicant to answer objections which may be 
raised by the authority at any subsequent inquiry. Unhappily, 
this advice is not always heeded. Vague phrases continue to 
be used, with the result that the appellant does not know 
the authority’s real reasons until the inquiry. Indeed, it is 
not unknown for appeals to be brought in these circumstances 
which would never have been brought had the appellant 
known the authority’s detailed reasons. It is to be hoped that 
the Minister will do more than merely send circulars on this 
subject ; he might well consider awarding costs against local 
authorities who treat developers in this manner. 


The Minister might also help by having regard to his own 
conduct in this respect. Some of his own decisions on planning 
appeals have been expressed in vague and general terms, 
and it is unfortunate that he should have sought to defend 
this practice when questioned about it in the House of 
Commons recently. He told his questioner that it was 
one thing to lay down general principles ; the difficulty was to 
determine their precise application to an enormous number of 
individual cases. Of course, there is this difficulty, and one 
may sympathise with the Ministry and the local planning 
authorities in the difficult task of reaching a decision on many 
of the cases before them. But having reached a decision, 
it should not be difficult to explain the reasons for it. If the 
Minister thinks that local planning authorities can do it, 
surely he can do it himself. Otherwise, there seems to be 
little justification for his appellate jurisdiction in planning 
matters. 

An even more important point is the attitude of local 
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councils and their officials towards development as such. In 
circular 69 local authorities were told: ‘‘ In cases where no 
serious issue is involved and where the authority can produce 
no sufficient reason for refusal, the presumption should be in 
favour of granting the application.” Circular 61/53 is even 
more direct: “‘ Development should always be encouraged 
unless it will cause demonstrable harm to an interest of 
acknowledged importance.”’ Unfortunately, this view is not 
always shared by local authorities. This is not simply or even 
primarily a question of the political complexion of the council; 
too often, it is the attitude of the officials who advise the 
responsible committee of the council. It would perhaps require 
an exceedingly zealous and discerning committeeman who 
was able to probe into the mind of the officials and to determine 
whether their technical objections to some proposed develop- 
ment were genuine or were based on a dislike (perhaps only 
half-conscious) of commercial enterprise. The importance 
of this was illustrated at a recent appeal into the refusal of a 
Conservative-dominated council to permit the erection of an 
advertisement sign in their area. At the public local inquiry 
the council’s representative asked why the appellants wanted 
to erect the sign. The answer was, of course, that it was to 
the appellants’ commercial advantage ; but the question with 
its implication that there was something shady about com- 
mercial enterprise ought never to have been asked. Unfortu- 
nately, this was by no means an isolated case. 


Town and country planning is essential to national welfare; 
it should not be brought into contempt by unfairness, prejudice 
or dictatorial attitudes on the part of those who administer it. 
Moreover, it is not enough that planning should be fairly 
administered ; to adapt the famous legal principle, it must be 
seen to be fairly administered. Unfortunately, many people 
do not have this confidence in the system, and for this the 
Ministry’s conduct in the consideration of planning appeals 
is largely to blame. We are glad to see that Lord Justice 
Denning has added the weight of his authority to the widely 
expressed criticisms of Government procedure in this respect. 
Speaking to the Town Planning Institute last week [reported 
elsewhere in this issue], he said that the Inspector’s report 
should be published, and that if the Minister came to a differ- 
ent conclusion he should give reasons. Lord Justice Denning 
also condemned the practice of the Minister relying on outside 
information—e.g. from other Ministries—not communicated 
to the appellant. “I suggest that that is contrary to funda- 
mental principles of fairness.” It is to be hoped that the 
present Minister will take note of these words, and put the 
practice of his Department on a sound and equitable basis. 


ARCHITECTURE UNADORNED 


FROM time to time distinguished artists address meetings of 

architects on the subject of the relationship of the decora- 
tive arts to architecture. Their theme is almost invariably the 
same—the failure of architects to commission and provide 
space for sculpture and mural decorations on and in their 
buildings. The addresses, often sharply critical in tone, 
are generally followed by a rambling and, so far as the archi- 
tects are concerned, rather apologetic discussion, after which 
the lecturer is cordially thanked for his reproaches, and the 
meeting terminates. Nothing, or very little, seems to happen 
as a result of these periodical explosions, and we are left 
wondering whether the decorative arts are indeed dead—at 
least in relation to architecture. 


Various reasons are given for their almost complete dis- 
appearance, the most popular ones being (a) the unsuitability 
of contemporary architecture as a field for adornment, 
(b) prohibitive cost, and (c) the indifference of architects. 
The last is probably true of the younger generation of practi- 
tioners trained in the school of functional austerity. To them 
the amount of time and thought devoted to the detailing of 
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buildings in, say, the Edwardian period must seem almost 
fantastic. Contemporary reaction from sculptural decoration 
may be in part due to that orgy of “‘ Free Classic.” We are 
too close to this in time. and space to feel much else than a 
sense of surfeit at the sight of those large groups of symbolical 
sculpture labelled ‘‘ Industry,” ‘‘ Commerce,” ‘‘ The Arts,” 
and so forth, those obese cherubs grappling with heavy 
cornucopias or leering over elaborately carved cartouches— 
though, of course, no one suggests that we should indulge in 
such extravagance to-day. 


Looking back, one is inclined to think that this profusion of 
sculptural ornament was introduced not only because it was 
honestly considered “‘ good art”? but because it was com- 
paratively cheap—and there was a good deal of ‘‘ money to 
burn” in those days. But to-day, how different is the situa- 
tion, with architecture itself cut to the bone, largely controlled 
by committees, and every penny of cost coming under the 
microscope. It is not really so remarkable that sculpture and 
mural decoration should be rarely contemplated except, 
perhaps, in the form of unpaid ‘“ encouragement” to 
enthusiastic students of the local art school. 


But apart from financial difficulties it is a question whether 
contemporary architecture, with its machine-like surfaces, 
does in fact provide a suitable field for the exercise of personal 
artistry. In any case, old-fashioned realism is obviously 
finished with for the time being, and if there is to be any sort 
of revival of architectural sculpture, it will probably be along 
abstract lines. Sculptors and painters, however, in their 
natural enthusiasm for decoration, tend to forget that archi- 
tecture at its best is a self-sufficient and completely satisfying 
art, needing no superficial adornment ; for many architects 
and, indeed, others, there is no greater esthetic delight than 
that afforded by perfect proportion and studied relationship 
of solid and void, the changing pattern of light and shade. 


It is, of course, possible that sculpture will never regain its 
lost place in architecture, unless there is a general revival of 
the Renaissance tradition, which seems unlikely. There is a 
growing belief, indeed, that the best place for sculpture is not 
on buildings, but about them, or in public parks and gardens. 
Buildings, particularly when the elevations are plain, make an 
excellent background for sculpture, as the Swedes have so con- 
vincingly shown us. Sculpture of the open-air kind is best 
appreciated when it can be viewed in the round. And how it 
can enliven an otherwise formidable scene. What would Trafal- 
gar Square be without its fountains ? Everyone who has seen 
the new fountain in Sloane Square must have noticed how it 
has vitalised and given a focus to that formerly rather forbid- 
ding enclosure. 


There is a deterrent to the increased use of sculpture in 
public places, however, and that is hooliganism. To put a 
work of art in any place where it is not constantly under the 
eyes of the police is to invite its mutilation or defacement. 
Even the Shaftesbury Memorial—otherwise Eros—in Picca- 
dilly Circus has to be frequently boarded up to prevent 
hooligans from climbing and damaging it. Quite recently a 
sculptured figure placed outside a South London Hospital has 
been repeatedly daubed, presumably because it happens to be 
unclothed. Such hooliganism almost makes one despair of 
the human species. Severe punishment, when the culprits 
are caught, might act as a deterrent if exhortation continues 
to fail. 


But the misbehaviour of a comparatively small number of 
senseless louts should not be allowed to halt any efforts to 
make the urban environment more attractive, as it can be 
made by such features as fountains, sculpture groups and 
well-designed and disposed ‘‘ street furniture.” In such 
work the sculptors may well find compensation for the loss of 
any employment in connection with architecture. About the 
outlook for mural decorators one can only remain sympa- 
thetically silent. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


OVER THE TOP! 


HE Housing Report for December 
last, just published, shows that 
Mr. Macmillan, with the help of housing 
guthorities and the building industry, has 
comfortably beaten by nearly 20,000 
houses the self-imposed target of 300,000 
set for 1953. ‘The Minister deserves, 
and will receive, the congratulations 
which this’ feat so richly merits. Now, 
while maintaining the output of new 
houses at about the 300,000 annual level, 
the efforts of all must be bent towards the 
problems of slum clearance—a more 
tricky task in which good will and common 
sense are the principal qualities required 
of all involved. 


In a leading article in January, 1953, 
we drew attention to the three-fold nature 
of the task facing the Minister—new 
houses, reconditioning and rent restriction 
revision—and also outlined the need 
for a housing policy. New housing is 
now in full flood and policy on rents and 
repairs and slum-clearance is now being 
hammered out in Parliamentary Com- 
mittee. We still wait, however, for an 
official lead in the matter of subsidy pay- 
ments. Millions of pounds are being 
paid out annually, it is certain, in subsidy 
of families which are well able to fend 
for themselves. "This nettle is a danger- 
ous one to grasp politically, but one or 
two local authorities have done so. 
Essentially this is a problem for local 
authorities, but a lead from the Ministry 
could do much. 


CONTINENTAL COMPETITION 


Tue RIBA informs us that notice has 
been received from the Secretary-General, 
International Union of Architects, of an 
architectural competition being promoted 
by the Government of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxemburg for the equipment of rail- 
way installations. Despite representations 
made by the International Union, the 
conditions of this competition are not in 
accordance with the regulations for inter- 
national competitions in architecture and 
town planning approved by the Inter- 
national Union, and members and students, 
RIBA, are accordingly warned: not to 
take part in this competition. 


CHARLES GINNER’S WORKS 


ALL ARCHITECTS ought to visit the 
Charles Ginner Exhibition (writes Basil 
Marriott). Those of my own generation 
will willingly do so, but I also predict 

younger’’ interest now that there is an 
Opportunity of seeing his work collected. 
I do not remember any previous one-man 
show of his. 


Ginner was, moreover, a very “ archi- 
tectural’’ artist. "This does not mean 
that most of his subjects include archi- 
tecture, or merely that he started to study 
it in Paris, but rather that he saw things 
with an architectural eye. His drawings 
of buildings were virtually ‘‘ portraits ”’ 
of the materials composing them, and I, 
for one, think this is the way to do it. 

1s work is, therefore, a sort of wish- 
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A FOUNTAIN IN SLOANE SQUARE. The’new fountain in Sloane-square, 
designed by Mr. Gilbert Ledward, RA, which has been presented to the Borough of 
Chelsea by the Royal Academy of Arts through the Leighton Fund (see note). 





fulfilment for many of us, being what we 
secretly think we could have done if 
we had trained and tried. Needless to 
say, we couldn’t ! 

From his own generation, some amends 
are due to Ginner for under-rating him as 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE, GUILDFORD.—Seventh annual 
prize-giving and exhibition of work by building students. 
Guildford House, High-street, Gtildford. 7.30 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

SOLID SMOKELESS FUELS FEDERATION.—Opening by 
Mr. Harold Macmillan of Fuel Efficiency and Smoke 
Abatement Exhibition. Charing Cross Underground 
Station. 11 a.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS.—‘‘ Decoration and_ the 
Decorator,’> by Mr A. Sheffield. Building Cen.re, 
Store-street, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ Architecture — A 


Personal Point of View,’’ by Mr. Colin Glennie. 
34, Bedford-square, WC1. 6.15 p.m. 
Rovat Society oF ArTs.—‘ Sir Banister Fletcher— 


The Man and His Book,’’ by Mr. Martin S. Briggs, 
FRIBA, RSA, John Adam-street, WC2. 5.30 p.m. 

Moputar society.—‘ An Experiment in Modular 
Co-ordination at Antwerp,’’ by Professor Hugo van 
<uyck, OBE, Royal Society of Arts, John Adam-street 
WC2. 7.30 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—“‘ Meaning and 
Symbol in William Blake—(3) Regeneration,’’ by 
Mr. George Wingfield Digby, V. and A. Museum, South 
Kensington, SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION.—“‘ The Pre- 
stressed Concrete Framework for the Liverpool 
University Medical School’”’. .By Mr. E. Shepley, BSc. 
11, Upper Belgrave-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON.—‘“‘ The London 
Skyline,” by Mr. A.G. Ling, ARIBA, MTPI, University 
College, Gower-street, WC1. 1.15 p.m. 

Society OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—‘‘ The Use of 
Non-ferrous Metals in Domestic Water Supply,’’ by 
Mr. Hector Campbell. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 


6 p.m. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
RIBA.—Annual dinner. Grosvenor House, London, 
W1. 7.30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
EccLesIoLoGicaL Society.—‘‘ John Dando Sedding 
(1839-1891), Architect,’’ by Mr. H. V 


V. Molesworth 
Roberts. 2, Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 


a painter, perhaps on the evidence of a 
few isolated works. Emerging early from 
Parisian influences, he became a strongly 
individualistic painter in both taste and 
technique—often using a_ tapestry-like 
impasto of unusual beauty, and oddly 
different from his more familiar and 
characteristic watercolours, which were 
rather of the nature of tinted drawings. 

Personally, I prefer the latter, but 
hasten to confess having felt hesitant to 
admit my intense admiration for them as 
a young man during a period when more 
fashionable “‘isms’’ were leading down 
what have since proved blind alleys, and 
representationalism was a term of abuse. 
A few more years of professional life 
(Ginner died in 1952) would completely 
have vindicated his sticking to his early 
manifesto of neo-realism, which he con- 
sistently professed to the last and with 
increasing success as compared with many 
younger men only now discovering it. 

The exhibition remains open at the 
Tate Gallery until February 20. 


SLOANE SQUARE FOUNTAIN 


Visitors to Chelsea, approaching 
Sloane-square from either Upper or Lower 
Sloane-street, have an excellent view of 
the new fountain in the square, here 
illustrated, which has been completed to 
the designs of Mr. Gilbert Ledward, RA. 
Supported by the bronze vase which 
stands in a hexagonal basin is a stooping 
figure, one of whose arms holds a flagon 
and the other a tilted jug. There is a 
delicate stream of water from the lip of 
the jug and over the brim of the vase a 
cascade falls into the basin below. In 
a frieze around the vase, the artist has 
recorded the romance of Charles II and 
Nell Gwynn. ; 

The fountain was presented to the 
Borough of Chelsea by the Royal Academy 
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of Arts through the Leighton Fund, a 
trust which was founded for the purpose 
of placing works of art in or near public 
buildings. It would be pleasant if other 
public and private bodies would find 
similar opportunities to accent and en- 
hance our townscapes. 


RAC MEMORIAL 


DurInc the period up to February 20, 
models of the designs of the three finalists 
in the competition for the proposed 
memorial to the Royal Armoured Corps 
will be on view at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, 66, Portland-place, 
W1. (Monday to Friday, 10 to 7; Satur- 
day, 10 to 5.) 

There were 25 entries for the competi- 
tion organised by the Royal Society of 
British Sculptors and the assessors selected 
the following three sculptors to proceed 
with the second stage of the competition : 


Mr. Sean Crampton, MC, GM, whose 
design was finally judged to be the 
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winning design ; Mr. W. Dudeney, "RBS ; 
and Mr. G. H. Paulin, FRBS. 

The organising committee have sug- 
gested certain revisions and improvements 
to the winning sculpture, but these altera- 
tions do not appear in the model on view 
at the RIBA. 

It is hoped that a site for the memorial 
will be available in Park-lane not far 
distant from the Cavalry memorial, but a 
decision has not yet been announced by 
the Government. 

The purpose of the memorial is to 
commemorate the part played by armour 
in the last war. ‘The underlying theme is 
the team spirit and comradeship that 
animate a tank crew. 


MUNICIPAL CONTRACT FORM 


LoNDoN’s 28 metropolitan borough 
councils have agreed that a standard form 
of building contract is a desirable step 
for municipalities, and will support the 
proposal of the Association of Municipal 











NEW CHANCEL CEILING TO 
A SOMERSET CHURCH 


A view of the new chancel ceiling in 
the Church of St. Mary, Stoke-sub- 
Hamdon, Somerset, and (left) detail of 
one of the bosses, which commemorate 
the replacement of the ceiling and also 
the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, in 1953. The architect for 
the work of restoration was Mr. F. W. 
Beresford Smith, ARIBA, AMTPI, 

AM IStructE. 
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Cofporations to prepare one (writes q 
correspondent), subject to final approya] 
of its contents. The boroughs, hrough 
their standing joint committee, recall that 
the Association decided last year that the 
RIBA form of contract for local aut/iorities 
needed many amendments, and that jt 
would prepare its own. 


LETHABY LECTURE 


THE SECOND LECTURE on “\W. R 
Lethaby and his Times,” by Professor 
Basil Ward, FRIBA, Hon. ARCA, Pro. 
fessor of Architecture at the Royal College 
of Art, will take place on March 17 at 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 


ARCHITECTURE ON TV 


TV PROGRAMMES continue to include 
visits to places, mainly country houses, 
of architectural interest, but on Friday, 
February 19, a new series of programmes 
will start in Oxford. The first visit will 
be paid to Christ Church Cathedral, and 
it is believed that because of its shape and 
proportions, although it is one of the 


smaller cathedrals, it will lend __ itself 
particularly to television. It was built 
over the centuries and is_ specially 


noted for the twelfth-century Norman 
work and the stone vault of the choir, 
Much of the fine glass in the cathedral, 
including four fourteenth-century win- 
dows, some excellent Flemish glass and 
a number of fine specimens of the work 
of Morris and Burne-Jones, will be lit 
specially from the outside to heighten 
the beauty of the windows. Cardinal 
Wolsey is the founder of the collegiate 
side of Christ Church and not of the 
cathedral, but by linking the church with 
his magnificently planned college, he is 
responsible for its most remarkable feature, 
a combination of Diocesan Cathedral and 
College Chapel in one. 


ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. JoHN EDWARD ABRAMS, of Strat- 
ford-on-Avon, retired architect, left estate 


of £44,081. 
PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


By mutual agreement, Mr. Ivor Hopces, LRIBA, 
FRICS, has left the partnership of LIONEL H. FEWSTER 
AND PARTNERS, of 22, Conduit-street, London, W1, to 
commence practice on his own account. 


Mr. J. L. Heap, ARIBA, has now taken up the 
appointment of- chief architect with Messrs. George 
Calverley and Sons (Contractors), Ltd, Evington 
Valley-road, Leicester, and will be carrying out the 
planning and designing of private housing and indus- 
trial estates. Mr. Heap will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues at the above address. 


MEssrs. BANKS, WOOD AND PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors, have changed the style of their Exeter 
practice to that of Messrs. BANKS, WooD AND ‘T'HOMSON. 
The styles of their Bristol, London and Chelmsford 
practices remain unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, February 11, 1854 


"THE THREATENED DESTRUCTION OF CITY 
CHURCHES. — We continue to receive 
numerous letters on this subject, all 
expressive of but one feeling—that of 
regret that such a project should have 
ever been conceived. We are glad to 
learn, however, that if anything further 
be done in the matter, each case will be 
tried on its own merits, and that there 
now no immediate danger of the wholesale 
destruction which was threatened. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


DOVER FLATS COMPETITION 
Tio the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The announcement that you make 
S on the action taken by the Royal 
Fine Art Commission exposes another 
failure of architectural competitions and, 
in particular, that of the recent Dover 
Flats scheme. ‘The architectural profes- 
sion generally will gladly welcome this 
quthoritative judgment upon such a 
notable miscarriage of logic and reason. 
To all those who paid some attention to 
the requirements and to the great possi- 
bilities provided by this large and im- 
portant project, even this belated pro- 
nouncement will come as a ray of hope 
for the future sanity of such contests. 

It is to be hoped, for the benefit of 
Dover itself, that the winning design will 
be made to conform to the drastic replan- 
ning demanded by the two main principles 
which the Fine Art Commission have 
enunciated. But here a question forces 
itself to the fore: how is it possible for 
the award to be retained by the winner 
when the design is fundamentally and 
entirely changed? Is it not true that 
there were many other designs that do 
fulfil the principles now proclaimed as of 
primary importance by the Fine Art 
Commission ? 

If architectural competitions are to have 
any reason or future at all, it seems 
ridiculous that in such circumstances the 
winning design should stand. 

W. BraxTON SINCLAIR 
[W. Braxton Sinclair and Partners]. 


45, Whitehall, SW1. 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I concur in all you have said in 
your leader of January 29, and am 
also grateful that at long last someone 
of Mr. Smallwood’s calibre has voiced the 
misgivings of many who wish the Institute 
well. If they cannot be heard from within, 
then here in The Builder is an opportunity 
to do so from without. 

What experience and active interest, 
may I ask, can be applied to guiding the 
Institute’s affairs when one resides on the 
wrong side of the franchise ?. Over the 
years a hard core of Associates have wit- 
nessed the creation and growth of the 
Member class whose mode of entry appears 
lately to have been substantially by other 
means than by the prescribed examinations. 
Thus Members, senior in grade, but not 
necessarily in length of membership or 
experience, alone may share with Fellows 
in the control of the Institute’s affairs 
who, in turn, and somewhat surprisingly, 
cannot be transferred direct from the 
Associate class. With so many obstacles— 
why have an Associateship class at all ? 
Their numbers are gradually dwindling, 
anyway (Mr. Smallwood quotes them as 
being 63 per cent. of the total member- 
ship.) 

For many years annual reports have 
made involved references to the Insti- 
tute’s set purposes. Apart from what 
would appear to be over-zealous vigilance 
at the examination turnstile, as referred 
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to in your January 8 and 22 issues, is it 
possible that the Council are focusing too 
much attention on seeking an ideal at the 
end of the road whilst losing sight of the 
lively competition, as mentioned by Mr. 
Smallwood, that has sprung up around 
them ? 

In their individual capacities there is 
room on the same track for others besides 
the Institute of Builders ; while there is 
no reason why it should vacate the van, 
this it is likely to do unless greater repre- 
sentation of the industry is fostered, less 
rigid terms for examination entry arranged 
and the whole backed by a Council pre- 
pared to make sacrifices in framing a new 
and up-to-date constitution. 

G. E. Atcock [AIOB]. 

*’'Thamia,’’ Kayemoor-road, Sutton. 





To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The editorial in your issue of 
January 29 regarding the Institute of 
Builders was excellent. Strong action is 
certainly needed if the Institute is to 
avoid drifting any further into the mire 
of its own making. As a youngish (28) 
Licentiate, I can fully appreciate your 
remarks. After Royal Air Force service 
I was rebuffed when I applied to take the 
examination, but a year later I was allowed 
to sit and passed. 

Since my entry into the Institute I 
realise that only the examination itself 
is of value. The other functions are 
purely theoretical. I was staggered to 
find that a Licentiate (Licentiates form 
the lifeblood of the Institute and have 
qualified by a fairly stiff examination) 
had no vote at all at the general meeting ! 
I also find that the whole of the show is 
controlled with an amazing narrow- 
mindedness—no concessions to ex-service 
men or help after war service. 

I hope that you will excuse my outburst 
and I. give you every support in your 
‘* crusade.” 

Roy Davies [LIOB]. 


896, Warwick-road, Tyseley,’ Birmingham 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Smallwood’s letter as pub- 
lished in The Builder of January 29 
is most interesting, as is the leading 
article in the same issue, which remarks 
that ‘‘a building owner is entitled to 
know, before employing a builder, whether 
he and his senior staff are knowledgeable 
and qualified.’’ This is more apt now than 
ever before, for it appears that anybody can 
practise as a builder and get away with 
it, no matter whether he be qualified or 
not. 

You may be interested to know how I 
was treated when I inquired regarding 
membership of the Institute of Builders. 
I wrote to the Institute in 1945 whilst 
serving with the Corps of REs in India, 
and received details of membership in the 
shape of a rather out-of-date booklet. 
On demobilisation in April, 1946, I com- 
municated with the British Institute of 
Engineering ‘Technology regarding a 
course of study, prior to entering for 
either the LIOB or AIOB examination. 
On October 9, 1947, I again wrote to the 
Institute a letter, a copy of which is 
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MUCH MUDDLING 


TOWN PLANNING SCHEME 











AcAUTHUS - 


‘* Personally, I think there’s 

more than a hint of Dictator- 

ship about these town planning 
appeals !”’ 











appended.* I am still, in 1954, awaiting 
their reply even after many reminders. Is 
this typical, or have I just been unfortu- 
nate ? 

STANLEY G. JOHNSON. 
Newton-road, Faversham. 

* Editor’s note: Mr. Johnson’s letter to 
the Institute stated, inter alia, that he was 
then (1947) 36 years of age; had been 
educated up to School Certificate Standard, 
plus evening class study in building construc- 
tion, etc. ; served four years’ apprenticeship 
in carpentry ; worked for 11 years in his 
family business ; and served for four years 
in the REs in the Scottish Command and in 
India. 


ARCHITECTS’ FEES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent, Mr. Kirby 
[The Builder, January 29], seems to 
have a strange way of obtaining a well- 
designed house. He assumes that if he cuts 
the architect’s fees in half this will 
encourage the profession to build nice 
little specially designed houses for the 
individual owner costing £2,500. 


In the first place, he is wrong about the 
fee being 6 per cent. There is a sliding 
scale and, for a house costing £2,500, it is 
considerably more than this. The paper 
work in design and in the file is about 
the same for almost any house up to about 
£6,000, and a client with £2,500 wants 
just as much attention as the more 
opulent building owner. 


I am often asked to deal with plans, at 
one-eighth-scale, brought to me by prospec- 
tive clients, but in all cases they can only 
be classed as sketch plans though the 
builder may amplify them himself during 
construction; and, if the owner wants his 
house that way, I am always quite pleased 
to leave him to it. Any architect who can 
make a profit by building a house costing 
£2,500 for £75 must do it as a side line. 


KENNETH ANNs [FRIBA]. 
1, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WC2. 








290 


COST OF VARIATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have followed the correspon- 
dence on the Cost of Variations with 
much interest. For some years I have 
felt that the treatment meted out to the 
builder under Clause 9 (ascertainment of 
prices for variations) of the RIBA Condi- 
tions of Contract has been grossly unfair. 
Variation orders issued during the con- 
struction of the project generally spring 
from two sources, (a) failure of the archi- 
tect to prepare proper detail drawings, and 
(b) a change of mind by the building owner. 
The contractor generally suffers from 
these variations in the following ways : 


(1) Disorganisation of prepared pro- 
gramme. 


(2) Purchase of materials for varied 
items in small quantities at greater cost. 


(3) Possibility of errors through con- 
fusion in drawings. 


(4) Leaving portions of work out of 
natural sequence, awaiting drawings 
and final decision on varied items. 


It has often been suggested in certain 
quarters that the builder makes his money out 
of variations and dayworks, but it is high 
time that the building industry gave the lie 
to this erroneous suggestion. It is only 
right that the builder’s surveyor should seek 
out shortages of measurement and measurable 
items omitted from the bills of quantities and 
request their inclusion in the final account of 
the work. The builder should be paid for 
these items in accordance with Clause 9. 

I suggest that there should be added a 
reasonable percentage ; a deduction from the 
measured omissions and an addition to the 
measured additions to compensate the builder 
for the losses mentioned before and to cover 
his surveying department’s costs in agreeing 
the variations with the quantity surveyor. 

In conclusion let me stress that the builder 
does not want variations. He wants fully detailed 
drawings and no hindrances. The advantages 
to be derived from the above suggestions are : 
to the building owner, cheaper buildings ; 
to the architect, a means of preventing the 
building owner from changing his mind and 
of helping in coercing him to give concise 
details of his requirements before the draw- 
ings are handed to the quantity surveyor ; to 
the quantity surveyor, clear and detailed 
drawings for taking-off and few variations; 
to the builder, no interference with his con- 
struction programme. 

L. J. BRADSHAW. 


91-93, King-street, W6. 


GARAGE: INTERPRETATION OF 
BY-LAW 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. S. R. Miller is quite right 
in his statement [your issue Jan. 29] 
that the proposal might require to be 
considered under the Public Health 
(Buildings in Streets) Act, 1888. The 
proposal might be affected further by 
highway improvement and building lines, 
and some local authorities might object 
to the obstruction of side access under 
Section 55 of the Public Health Act, 
1936, but the original query was on the 
interpretation of the building by-law 
as to front open space, which must not 
be less than the prescribed minimum 
whatever else may be required by other 
enactments. 
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I agree with your legal correspondent, 
except that I would hesitate to suggest 
that an independent garage, although 
attached to the house, was an extension 
of the house, having regard to the pur- 
pose of by-law 82 as quoted in your issue 
of January 22. 


It has been my experience that the 
building by-laws relating to open space 
about buildings give rise to much diffi- 
culty and uncertainty in their inter- 
pretation, and need careful consideration 


in all cases. 


B. G. Puitirps [FIAS, MRSanI]]. 
Slough, Bucks. 


Our Legal Correspondent writes: Mr. 
Phillips has effectively answered the sugges- 
tion that I had overlooked the possible effect 
of the Public Health (Buildings in Streets) 
Act, 1888. I would just add that the sketch 
plan, which accompanied the question and 
answer in your issue of January 22, affords 
no evidence at all as to whether the Act of 
1888 would apply. 


Mr. Phillips makes a cogent point in query- 
ing whether a garage, although attached to the 
house, could be regarded as an extension of 
the house having regard to the purpose of the 
by-law in question. ‘The matter is not wholly 
free from doubt—hence the suggestion in my 
original answer that the matter might be 
referred to the Minister—but on balance I 
think that the garage should be regarded as 
an extension. For, if Mr. Phillips is right, 
then no extension in front of a building would 
be permissible other than those specifically 
exempted from the by-law and such minor 
extensions as adding more space to existing 
rooms. 

I agree with Mr. Phillips that by-laws 
relating to space about buildings need careful 
consideration in each case. It should not 
even be assumed that a by-law laying down 
requirements as to.space would be upheld by 
the courts in all circumstances, even though 
the by-law was clearly valid in its application 
to most sites. Thus the courts have held that 
it would be unreasonable to apply a by-law 
relating to space at the rear of buildings, where 
the proposed building was to back on to a 
public open space. 


THE SPECIALIST TRADES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I refer to the letter of Mr. 
A. W. Kenyon in your issue of 
January 1, in which he raised several 
interesting points concerning the functions 
of sub-contractors. I was particularly 
interested to read his suggestion that much 
of the present liaison between specialist 
sub-contractors and architect could be 
transferred to the builder. 


In my capacity as representative to 
one of the leading flooring specialists it 
is my function to provide this close liaison 
with the architect in cases where the floor- 
ing is a not inconsiderable item. I quite 
agree that where a measured quantity 
of one of our products is relatively small 
and the installation simple, it would be 
an easy matter for the builder to do the 
work of negotiation with the successful 
sub-contractor, but would respectfully 
doubt whether such a policy would be 
advantageous where the provision, selec- 
tion and installation of the floor was 
complicated by factors such as material 
properties, moisture content, and fixing 
details. 
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Forgetting for the moment the presen; 
practice, my chief concern is that | he 
allowed to form the closest liaison with 
the man initially and directly responsible: 
for the planning of the project. It has 
been found on many occasions that the 
successful sub-contractor, whose  gole 
contact with the architect has been jp 
response to a request for a price, will place 
his men on site to be faced with irritating 
delays through lack of clear-cut decisions, 
He may find that extra work has to be 
carried out by the general contractor 
at his request before he can adequately 
and safely install his product, thus jn. 
augurating the paper-strewn battleground 
of “‘ who’s going to pay for it?”’ 


It would seem to be mere second best 
for the sub-contractor to contact the 
originator of the project after the tender 
has been accepted, and infinitely prefer. 
able were he to have cleared away these 
obstacles to efficient building before he 
was even invited to quote. 


It follows that the representative of his 
company must be prepared to discuss by 
invitation with the originator from a 
purely trade point of view, and not as the 
representative for Messrs. Soanso and 
Co., Ltd.: he and his company must 
clearly understand that after having given 
all the unbiased advice they can, they 
are quite likely to lose that particular 
project when competitively tendering. 
Such a system is in fact used, and there 
is much obviation of delay during the 
installation of the flooring, the pro- 
gramme is smoother, and there is a lack 
of extras in the final account. 


Now supposing the general contractor 
were to be made responsible as mentioned 
above, he would still not be the originator, 
and should the tendering sub-contractor 
advise against this or that point it would 
have to be referred back to the architect. 
This duplication of authority would seem 
to need more, and careful, investigation. 


It is an interesting thought that perhaps 
there is room for a man who will act as 
adviser to the architect; a man to whom 
the architect will turn for advice at an 
early stage to ask what floors he should 
use, perhaps even what paint, what steel, 
what plumbing; a man in possession of 
adequate pertinent information with prices 
and performance data on all manufacturers’ 
products and services. This information 
he would receive partly by listening to the 
accredited representative (thus leaving 
the architect’s working day less punctuated 
by interviews), and investigating evidence 
of manufacturers’ work. He would be 
available to the architect on a fee basis 
as a source of unbiased information. 

He would, as the repository of rival 
firms’ prices and lines, have to be 4 
professional man, and his knowledge of 
building would have to equal that of the 
architect. 

What have we therefore? Surely this 
picture portrays the architect himself, 
still handling all the specialist sub- 
contractors’ products, and leaving the 
builder where he is to-day. 


DoNAaLD W. WILCOX. 


136, Ladyshot, Harlow, Essex. 
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Scheme for Rebuilding 
THE CITY TEMPLE, 
Holborn Viaduct, London, EC 


SEELY & PAGET, F/LRIBA, ARCHITECTS 


HOWN on this page are a drawing and photographs 

of a model of the proposed rebuilding of the City 

Temple on the site which it occupied previous to being 
bombed during the war. 

PLANNING: The proposed building is designed on 
three main levels :— 

Shoe-lane level : At this level there will be a large 
hall to seat 800 people provided with a fully equipped 
stage for theatrical productions. The hall is also 
equipped for cinematograph shows and for the holding 
of overflow meetings from the church above. At this 
level are also provided dressing-rooms, choir robing 
rooms and cloakrooms, etc. 

Holborn Viaduct level : Here is planned the church 
to accommodate 1,450 persons at main floor level and 
in gallery. The apse is formed by columns of cedar of 
Lebanon with an infilling between them in the form of a 
slatted grille behind which the organ is planned. 

Roof level of Church : At this level a suite of meeting 
rooms, offices and a clinic are to be provided together 
with Minister’s and caretaker’s flats. 


CONSTRUCTION : The main frame of the church will 
be of reinforced concrete and steel, with the top floor 
above the church supported on portal frames. Upon 
the Shoe-lane elevation the portal frames are covered 
in copper with a panel of stone between., The existing 
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Perspective view from Holborn Viaduct, and (below) view of 
gallery in the church. The appearance of the church interior 
may be seen in the view of the model from the gallery (bottom left). 





stonework of the Holborn Viaduct facade, the tower 
and Shoe-lane elevation will be retained and repaired as 
necessary, contrasting in style with the new walling on 
the Shoe-lane elevation. 


GENERAL: The main section of the building will be 
heated and ventilated by a plenum-type system which 
will be operated just before and during the assembly of a 
congregation or audience. A form of background heat- 
ing will be installed to maintain -the building at a 
constant minimum temperature. The church is to be 
planned and equipped so that it will be possible for 
sound and television broadcasts to be made. The cost of 
the building will be in the region of £250,000. 
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DUBLIN PORT OFFICES 
COMPETITION 


The Designs Reviewed 


HE decision of the Assessors in this com- 
petition limited to architects practising 
in Ireland (given in The Builder last week 
when the design placed second was illus- 
trated) sent me hurrying, full of indignation 
and curiosity, to the exhibition of designs. 
The Assessors had explained their decision 
not to award the first premium by the some- 
what bald statement that “ there was no one 
scheme which they could recommend for 
acceptance ”’—an award unprecedented in the 
chequered history of architectural com- 
petitions. 

Twenty-eight schemes were submitted, of 
which a rapid view made it apparent that 
the Assessors must have had little difficulty 
in rejecting over two-thirds, I spent the 
greater part of a day examining the remain- 
ing schemes before finally agreeing with the 
Assessors that the standard of the designs 
was low indeed, and the detailed planning 
unworthy of the competing architects. 
After further study of the designs, my indig- 
nation had given way to a sympathetic 
acquiescence in the final award. 


The problem set by the promoters was 
very difficult and involved consideration of 
factors not usually encountered: these in- 
cluded :— 

(1) A site of awkward shape bounded on 
the west by a new quadrant road complet- 
ing the 18th century crescent envisaged 
by the Wide Street Commissioners. 


(2) The proximity of Gandon’s 18th- 
century masterpiece—the Custom House. 


(3) The dominating new Bus Station. 

(4) Traffic to and from Amiens-street and 
the Quays. 

(5) Future development of the unused 
portions of the site. 


EXTERNAL INFLUENCES 


The influence of the new Bus Station 
dominates most of the designs, and the 
attempts to reproduce its general form and 
the incorporation of its elevational features 
are noted in the interpretations of the several 
competitors. The result, except perhaps 
in the case of the design placed second, out- 
steps the limits imposed by a proper concern 
for social neighbourliness in which other 
features, present or future, of the precinct are 
not less important, if not so dominating, as 
the Bus Station. 


At first sight, Scheme No. 21 had merits 
in this respect, but an interesting and simple 
plan, on closer study, revealed fatal de- 
fects, while the architectural treatment of 
the elevations was altogether unworthy of 
the general design. Scheme No. 15 (placed 
second) shows qualities of imagination and 
a sense of design. It takes greater cogni- 
sance than any of the others of all the 
factors involved, but one feels that the de- 
fects in planning and doubtful elements in 
the elevations precluded what seems the 
best design from being awarded the first 
premium. After all, the award of a first 
premium should reflect a certainty in the 
minds of the Assessors that a design, after 
these necessary modifications are made, is 
worthy of their recommendation that it 
should be built. The defects in the plans 
are numerous and of a character which 
would make them difficult to overcome with- 
out completely recasting the design. 


One wonders why the author located the 
main and only entrance in a position only 
reached by a small gateway on the Quay 
frontage. The planning of the administra- 
tion unit is poor. The board-room has a 
height of only 15 ft., is 54 ft. long to scale, 
by 24 ft. wide, and is unfortunately shaped. 
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The adjoining lavatories are apparently also 
15 ft. high. The lobbies on each floor in 
this unit, measuring 34 ft. by 10 ft., are 
lighted by single windows, of which no trace 
can be found in the south elevation, which 
I consider would be ruined by their inclu- 
sion. This is the only scheme in which 
it is proposed to use brickwork in the 
elevations. The elevation to the Quays is 
unsatisfactory and lacks distinction; the bay 
windows on the first floor and their treat- 
ment being to my mind particularly unfortu- 
nate. 

Scheme No. 11, placed third, is well pre- 
sented, but the author has dropped into 
the stereotyped forms of expression which 
are a hall-mark of much contemporary de- 
sign. The scheme is frankly influenced by 
the Bus Station and suggests the adoption 
of a pre-conceived shape into which the 
planning arrangements were made to fit as 
best they could. Floor heights throughout 
appear to be only 9 ft., but no doubt this 
was taken into consideration by the 
Assessors inasmuch as the floor heights 
could be increased by two or three feet with- 
out impairing the design or bringing its cost 
above the stipulated amount. The design of 
the council chamber and the planning of the 
main entrance beneath are serious defects 
in this interesting design, which must have 
run No. 15 closely for the second premium. 
The strong-room windows are a new idea! 


The fourth premium was awarded to 
Scheme No. 27, though it seems to me in 
many respects to be inferior to Nos. 7 and 
19. A feature of the plan, however, is that, 
more than any other, it is capable of recast- 
ing and modification in a form which would 
not only get rid of its many defects, resulting 
in a first-rate scheme, but would lend itself 
to an admirable elevational treatment. In 
this respect it has merits which few of the 
designs submitted possess. Lastly, I might 
mention Scheme No. 4, which is well planned 
but is unhappy in its elevations and in its 
proposals for future development. 


The’ award has caused a_ considerable 
flutter in the architectural ‘“‘dovecots” in 
Dublin, and at the general meeting of the 
RIAI last week the Assessors came in for 
a good deal of criticism for presuming to 
make public their opinion of the standard 
of design reached by the competitors. 
Rumours are rife that the award will be 
challenged in the Courts! 


It will be as interesting to learn what the 
promoters will do in these unprecedented 
circumstances as it is to speculate on the 
result if they had not made the unfortunate 
decision to exclude English architects from 
the competition. “MR ‘a 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 


The Annual Dinner 


HE plea to rebuild the City of London 

worthily, and in stone, was reiterated 

by Mr. Harotp H. Ripce, the president, 

at the annual dinner of the Institute of 

Builders, held at the Drapers’ Hall, Throg- 
morton-street, on Tuesday. 


Proposing the toast of the Lord Mayor, 
the Sheriffs and the Corporation of the City 
of London, Mr. Ridge said that the scars 
of the City provided the Corporation with 
a great opportunity in rebuilding. The 
Government, he said, made the building 
policy, the Corporation prepared the 
schemes, and landlords prepared building 
schemes; but these were all on paper only; 
what the City was crying out for was per- 
formance. The architects and the builders 
might be described as the plastic surgeons 
of the City, and the work was made possible 
by a piece of paper—the building licence. 
But what they had to think of was that 
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the City was the centre of the C 
wealth. 

The Lorp Mayor, Sir NoeEL Bow.rer, in 
his response, said they had certainly made 
good progress lately in securing the build- 
ing licences, and he was very sorry that 
the Minister of Works had not been able to 
be present at the dinner, as they had had 
very active assistance from him, not only 
in the matter of licences but in other ways 
as well. He thought that he (the Lord 
Mayor) and his predecessor had been suc. 
cessful in inducing the Minister to issue all 
the licences they could cope with at present. 

The Minister was, of course, most anxious 
that the new buildings should be worthy of 
the City, but they had to balance architec- 
tural requirements with economic require- 
ments, and here builders, architects and sur- 
veyors all had to play their part. Here it 
was pertinent to remark that the more they 
could keep basic costs down, the more 
developers would be able to spend on the 
architectural embellishments, both interior 
and exterior, that would put the City of 
London in the forefront of the world. 

He felt that we should get a much greater 
pride in rebuilding the City if we would 
not merely consider buildings from a cost or 
profit motive, but as part of a scheme to 
create a great national asset. He hoped that 
London would soon be considered one of 
the finest cities in the world, and would be 
rebuilt largely of stone, as Richard I had 
wished after the first fire of London. The 
building industry was a great industry, and 
he was sure it would play its proper part 
in the rebuilding of the City. 

The toast of the Institute of Builders was 
proposed by Mr. K. ° M._ Roberts, 
Master of the Carpenters’ Company, who 
said that the Institute of Builders had been 
founded on benevolence, education, crafts- 
manship and equity. Under the last head- 
ing the Institute was out to achieve fair 
treatment for its members in matters of 
building contracts and the like, and he was 
sure that tn2 Institute would exert a good 
influence on the building industry, which it 
so ably represented. 

THE PRESIDENT, in his response, recalled 
that it was the 120th year of the Institute's 
consecutive history, and the second resumed 
annual dinner since the war. 

He hoped it was becoming more and more 
recognised that the kind of pupil the build- 
ing industry needed was a type that had 
passed .successfully through schools of 
building and technical colleges. In this 
connection would it be bold, he asked, to 
hope that the senior technical and admini- 
strative posts in the building industry would 
be comparable to those in the allied profes- 
sions, and would offer equal scope? 

On the question of registration, Mr. Ridge 
said that there were arguments for and 
against, but building was far too complex 
to be allowed in the hands of the unquali- 
fied, and he thought that registration was 
something that must come, but preferably 
from the building industry itself. 

Emphasis was now on costs, but the 
quality of design and workmanship were, 
he thought, equally important. Here the 
Institute of Builders was a_ citadel of 
strength, and, when allowed, had quietly 
followed its own well considered way. The 
need for unity in the building industry had 
been reaffirmed by the President of the 
RIBA, and the builder must educate himself 
to take his place in equal partnership with 
the architect and quantity surveyor. 

The toast of the Guilds was proposed by 
Mr. F. L. Wallis and responded to by Lord 
Gorell. 
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View of north staircase wing from the east. 


RESEARCH LABORATORIES AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
for ICI (Plastics Division) 


Architect 
E. D. JEFFERISS MATHEWS, OBE, V-PRIBA 


Chief Assistant Architect Quantity Surveyor 
R. S. POOLE, ARIBA R. E. N. LOWE, FRICS 


Consulting Engineer Builders 
F. ¥. SAMUELY, BSc, AMICE HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS, LTD. 
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HE layout design was to a large extent dictated by 
the site limitations and future road development 
both within the boundaries of the Division’s property 
and the local planning of Welwyn Garden City 
Development Corporation. The unit, if fully 
developed, would be in the form of two ‘‘ H”’ blocks, 
the vertical members of the “‘H”’ running roughly 
north and south, forming the laboratories, the connect- 
ing bar being an administrative wing common to each 
pair. In the centre, ultimately to serve all four 
laboratory blocks, a services distribution building was 
sited, this building providing space for the break down 
of main services, electricity and high temperature, 
and high pressure hot water to the local needs of 
each block. 


The small administrative wings were designed to 
provide accommodation for a conference room, some 
offices and lavatories and a central access to the 
laboratories, for which the requirement of flexibility 
was not a factor. "These were dissociated from the 
main laboratory area, so leaving that area free for 
such arrangement of laboratories, balance rooms and 
offices directly associated with the work carried out 
in the laboratory as might at any time be required. 


The requirements of complete flexibility in the 
laboratory space dictated a clear unsupported span 
between the perimeter walls—any intermediate 
columns would have placed some degree of rigidity 
on internal planning. 'To achieve this span, nominally 
50 ft., and to provide concealed space into which 
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View of main staircase window and conference room bay on the right. 


Conference room bay. 
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service pipes and conduits leading to and 
from the interior areas of the building 
could be placed to lead them to the 
external perimeter walls, required a 
deep beam. Since the pipes, conduits 
and ducts would be in_ considerable 
number, any solid form of construction 
such as concrete or prestressed concrete 
beams would have caused obstructions, 
not only in the floor beams but also at the 
perimeter walls. "The whole construction 
was therefore built up on lattice steel 
work so that both in beams and stanchions 
and wind and cross bracings there was 
provided plenty of free space for the 
running of the pipes, conduits and ducts. 
Further it was essential that the structural 
framework grid coincided with the 4 ft. 
planning module to achieve simplicity 
for fixing. Finally it was essential to 
provide a durable light-weight material to 
bridge the gap between windows and 
complete the cladding of the building, and, 
by providing this in the form of easily 
removable panels, quick erection and 
subsequently ready access to services 
would be achieved. On these principles 
the structure of the laboratory block was 
developed. 


DETAILS OF CONSTRUCTION 


Foundations: Good bearing ground 
existed 3 ft. 6in. below natural ground 
level. Mass concrete foundations were 
used in a continuous strip along the 
perimeter walls. Ground floor: 'This is a 
reinforced concrete slab in panels broken 
by main and subsidiary pipe ducts. There 
are two main ducts running longitudinally 
down the length of the block, each 
5 ft. 1in. wide by 3 ft. deep, two subsi- 
diary longitudinal ducts along each peri- 
meter wall of 6 in. wide by 1 ft. 6 in. deep, 
and lateral ducts across the building at 
24 ft. centres each 2 ft. 11 in. wide by 
1 ft. 6 in. deep. 

Structural framework: 'To relate the 
structural framework to the 4 ft. module 
on which the design was based, and at the 
same time to give an economic structural 
grid for the lattice steelwork, the stanchions 
and main beams were placed at 8 ft. 
centres, with the longitudinal cross bracing 
of the beams at 4 ft. centres. Subsidiary 
lateral ties were placed at the intermediate 
4ft. centres between the main beams. 
The intermediate modular dimension 
between the stanchions is used for vertical 
service ducts. "This arrangement proved 
to be economical for the light steelwork 
used and at the same time provided 
fixing positions for the cladding at the 
modular dimensions. 

Structural roof framework: ‘The roof 
is of low pitch design and the trusses 
follow the pattern of the beams and, 
placed at 8ft. centres, are similarly 
constructed. Between the trusses 6 in. by 
3 in. steel channel purlins carry the roof 
covering. 

Staircase wings: ‘The staircase wings 
at each end of the block are orthodox 
weight-carrying brick wall and in situ 
reinforced concrete floor and _ staircase 
construction. ‘The design of the northern 
wing has been dictated by the fact that 
this wing should be capable of forming the 
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Main entrance. 





Entrance hall and main staircase. 
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connection between and a common staircase for one 
of the future laboratory blocks. Within these wings 
are also sited subsidiary lavatories and service rooms. 
The large openings on each floor in the flank walls 
between the laboratory area and the staircases have been 
designed to allow flexibility in the placing of the 
corridors giving access from the laboratories to the 
staircases. 


EXTERNAL CLADDING 


The external cladding panels to the laboratory block 
are Holoplast left their natural brown colour with the 
“hammered ”’ surface finish as manufactured. The 
panels are filled with Fibreglass for thermal insulation. 
The panels are manufactured with an aluminium alloy 
frame to which is applied weathering members top 
and bottom and a rubber extrusion weathering seal 
at the top and sides and a rubber bed at the bottom. 
The panels are hung to the wind bracing of the 
structural steel frame by adjustable hooks fixed to the 
panels during manufacture : these hooks, or lugs, were 
also designed having regard to their use in slinging the 
panels into position. ‘The rubber extrusion at the 
edges of the panel is compressed against hardwood 
framing fixed to the structural steelwork. Each panel 
occupies the space between the 4 ft. module made by 
the casing of the structural stanchions on one side 
and the casing of the vertical service ducts on the 
other side. The top of the panels abut the timber 
window cills and the bottom forms the head to the 
windows. ‘The design of the panels allows for any 
movement which might occur, due to temperature and 
humidity changes between the inside and outside of 
the building, without detriment to the weathering of 
their abutments. The panels form a weather resistance 
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surface without applied decoration, thereby eliminating 
maintenance. 

Members of the ICI design team were as follows : 
R. H. Dibb, MSc, MIMechE (engineering director); 
J. W. Mayhew, LRIBA, and J. Morrison, BEng 
(engineering dept.); T. E. Symes, MSc, ARIC 
(laboratories administrator). Mr. J. Gloyn was the 
clerk of works and Mr. W. Brown was general foreman. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers :— 


Art Pavements and Decorations, Ltd., terrazzo paving 
and staircase treads; Atlas Stone Co., Ltd., precast 
concrete floor panels, artificial stone cills, precast concrete 
copings and marginal window frames, artificial stone 
mullions to main entrance ; J. Avery & Co., Ltd., venetian 
sun blinds; Ballastic Trading Co., Ltd., PVC floor 
tile laying ; E. Coules and Son, Ltd., metal balustrades and 
handrails, ceiling and partition fixing brackets, trade mark ; 
Horace W. Cullen and Co., Ltd., acoustic ceiling tiles ; 
De La Rue, Ltd., PVC floor tiles; Edmonton Panel 
Co., Ltd., internal and external metal plywood, stanchion 
and mullion cases, floor duct covers. 

Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd., we partitions and 
doors; James Gibbons, Ltd., ironmongery ; Matthew 
Hall, Ltd., heating, ventilating, fume extraction and 
mechanical services ; G. A. Harvey and Co., Ltd., internal 
metal window cills ; Hille, Ltd., furniture ; Holcon, Ltd., 
Carda windows ; Holoplast, Ltd., external wall cladding 
panels, demountable partitions ; ICI Leathercloths 
Division, Vynide fabric; ICI Paints Division, paints, 
distempers and plastic emulsions ; ICI Plastics Division, 
electrical installation, electric light fittings, ‘‘ Perspex.” 

London Lift Co., Ltd., lift; Wm. Mallinson and 
Sons (Mfg.), Ltd., ceiling panels ; Norbury Joinery Co., 
Ltd., laboratory benching, furniture ; Pryke and Palmer, 
Ltd., sanitary fittings, ironmongery; Shanks, Ltd., 
drinking fountains ; Sommerfeld, Ltd., structural steel ; 
Standard Flat Roofing Co., Ltd., roof covering ; Stylo 
Plastic Engraving Co., Ltd., name panels; Troughton 
and Young, Ltd., electric light fittings. 





The conference room. 
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PROTOTYPE HOUSES AT COMPTON, BERKS 


Designed by 
L. ¥. MCCANN 


Builders 
P. TROY © €CO., ETD 


THE prototype houses here illustrated incorporate 

a new type of construction based on the use 
of gypsum. Messrs. John Kent (London), Ltd., a 
subsidiary within the Troy Group of Companies, 
are manufacturing, under licence, Bellrock gypsum 
panels, and after some test loading and research to 
these panels a series of experimental buildings were 
erected using walls formed of panels jointed together 
with plaster to carry their own roof and with no other 
external finish than cement rendering and a variety 
of paint finishes. These buildings have been erected 
on a site in London since January last year, and show 
no signs of deterioration. 


In August last, this pair of prototype houses was 
commenced with a view to testing to the full this 
new form of construction. The construction con- 
sists of 10} in. cavity walls, the inner skin of which, 
together with all internal partitions, is formed of 
Bellrock gypsum panels. Floor joists and floors, 
together with all upstairs partitions, are carried on 
this inner skin, and the roof load is carried on the 
brick outer skin of the cavity wall which is tied to the 





Sealing joints in the party wall panels. This is done 


prior to pouring. 
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The 


gypsum inner skin with standard metal ties. 
roof is of traditional construction and tiled. 


In order to use to full advantage the 4-in. planning 
grid on which the houses were designed, it was 
decided that instead of erecting the brickwork first 
and building the partitions inside it, this process 
would be reversed. The cavity wall inner skin and 
cross partitions were therefore erected together. 
The brickwork followed on after the inner skin and 
partitions had reached first-floor height. 


No attempt was made to beat any time records held 
for building traditional houses, but from start to 
finish these houses took exactly eight weeks to com- 
plete, including all site works, and the average labour 
force employed was nine men working a 50-hour 
week. The most important factor in this type of 
construction is the elimination of wet processes on 
the site. Conduits and pipes were concealed in the 
gypsum wall panels without any cutting away or 
making good. 


Load-bearing tests on walls have shown that these 
Bellrock gypsum panels jointed with ordinary plaster 
and tied to the brick outer skin will take loads well in 
excess of 4} tons per foot run. 


KEY 


. 4) in. FACING BRICK 
. FASCIA BOARD 
*, ASBESTOS GUTTERS 
. TILE BATTENS 
=. HIP RAFTER 
*, ROOF RAFTERS 
3. CEILING JOISTS 
. RECESSED EDGE PLASTER BOARD 
CONCRETE TILES 
FLOOR JOISTS 
.. TIMBER PLATE 
. R.S. TEE 
. R.S. ANGLE 
\. TIMBER ROOF PLATE 
. T. & G. FLOOR BOARDS 
. LINSITU FLOOR COVERING 
J. PARTY WALL 
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The introduction of this system of building, it is 
claimed, gives complete flexibility to the architect 
and designer. The fundamental differences in site 
organisation of a scheme using this dry construction 
is to be found in building from the centre outwards 
and finishing with the external cladding, instead of 
erecting the structure and trying to fit units inside 
it. The possibility of using a slightly thicker 
gypsum panel with one weatherproof face and using 
it as a completely structural and weather-resisting 
unit is being considered. 


The design and layout of these houses was carried 
out in the builder’s office under the direction of 
Mr. L. J. McCann. 


PROTOTYPE HOUSES AT 
COMPTON, BERKS 
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FARM BUILDINGS IN USA 


Discussion at the AA 


AN interesting and instructive evening was 
a spent by students and others at an 
informal meeting of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation held at Bedford-square on February 
4, when Mr. F. W. HoLper, Chief Architect 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
recounted his experiences in the course of a 
visit to the United States last summer. He 
was one of a party of 22 which included 
representatives of Germany, Italy and other 
European countries. The party had gone as 
far south as St. Louis and as far west as the 
state of Washington, but most of its time 
fad been spent in the north-eastern states. 

Mr. Holder said that in 1870 half of the 
population of the USA had been engaged in 
agriculture; to-day the proportion had 
dwindled to 15 per cent. and was still 
declining. The country was still self- 
sufficient in food production, produced 
enough for present requirements of the 
export market, and had a surplus of small 
grain for which the Government provided 
storage accommodation. For this storage a 
large number of steel storage bins had been 
built and were to be seen in all parts of 
the corn belt and wheat-growing areas. 

The absence of villages was a fact that 
struck the visitor. The rural scene usually 
consisted of a cross-roads with four neigh- 
bouring farmsteads. Usually each farm was 
operated by the farmer aided by his wife 
and such members of his family as were able 
tohelp. A very long summer vacation from 
school made the children available for this 
purpose. To help in harvesting, labourers 
came from the deep south and from Mexico, 
working their way gradually northwards, and 
New England had an arrangement with the 
Government of Jamaica by which people 
came to assist in the tobacco and fruit 
harvest. Apart from this there was but little 
hired help. 


DECLINE IN MANPOWER 

There was in fact a shortage of manpower 
on the farms, and this was countered by 
increased mechanisation in the buildings as 
well as on the land, and by changes in the 
planning and designing of the buildings 
themselves, so as to minimise the amount 
of work required for cleaning out and feed- 
ing. A practical solution to the problem of 
declining manpower was being worked out. 
As to materials, timber and steel were in 
short supply in Great Britain, but in the 
United States they were used almost exclu- 
sively in every sort of construction. To 
minimise the amount of skilled labour 
tequired, nails were used where we should 
use bolts or screws. With the same object 
in view, the State Advisory Services were 
advocating what was called pole construc- 
tion. For this the farmer’s own woodlands 
were used to provide building materials 
while for construction ‘his own labour was 
largely employed. The only concrete was in 
the padstones on which the poles were erec- 
ted. External coverings were of board or, 
More usually, of corrugated iron or 
aluminium. Much of the work, especially 
internal work and decoration, was done by 
the farmer and family. Pole construction 
was used for houses, cattle shelters, hay- 
barns and every other sort of rural building. 

A series of nearly 80 lantern slides 
followed the lecture to illustrate various 
points. One of these slides showed a below- 
avérage farm and another a farm run with- 
out regard to profit by a national television 
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and radio figure. This farm covered 1,500 
acres and was run with the help of the micro- 
phone and nine managers. It showed the use 
of the Quonset hut—an American version of 
the Nissen. This structure was of steel and 
so designed that it could be erected with 
nails instead of bolts except for anchor bolts, 
thus saving professional labour in erection. 

There followed a good average New 
England farm with the old-fashioned dairy 
barn on two floors, cows below and hay 
loft over. In this case the farmer was 
going in for covered yards. Very few of 
such dairy barns were now being built, the 
modern trend being towards loose housing, 
whether for dairy or beef cattle. In such 
a farm the cattle were housed in one shed 
and fed in another, crossing a yard for this 
purpose. This was common and ensured 
that attention to the feeding of the animals 
occasioned very little labour. 

A slide showed some steel sectional build- 
ings put up by the University of Wisconsin. 
These had inner and outer steel sheet linings, 
with insulating material between. 

Other slides showed the trend away from 
traditional buildings to single-storey ones, 
but the old-fashioned cow house still had its 
advocates, especially in New England. There 
the subsoil was rocky and the heavily 
wooded areas limited the arable acreage, so 
the cost of importing straw for bedding 
made the cow house the only reasonable 
method of housing dairy cattle during the 
winter. Modern stalls had tubular divisions. 
Solid divisions were not to be seen except 
wooden ones in older buildings. In the 
example shown, the farmer had used glazed 
brick panels to increase the light. This was 
frequently done. 

Other slides showed examples of piggeries 
and fowl houses. 


RURAL HOUSING 


Coming to rural housing, one slide showed 
a six-bedroomed house designed for a 
private farmer. It would cost about $25,000. 
This and smaller houses shown were all of 
timber frame on concrete base with roofs 
of cedar shingles or felt tiles. The interiors 
were of plywood heavily insulated, and clad- 
ding was according to the wish of the owner. 
Some two-bedroomed houses were being 
built experimentally by the Federal Govern- 
ment research station at Beltsville, Mary- 
land. 

In the discussion that followed a number 
of questions were asked, and in reply to 
one of these, Mr. Holder said he did not 
see any reinforced concrete buildings of 
prefabricated type. He thought these ideal 
for this country, but in the USA there was 
an abundance of timber and it was used 
wastefully. Asked as to the position of the 
architect in rural America, he replied that 
the American architect was so busy satisty- 
ing his clients in the city that he would not 
be bothered to go outside. Books of work- 
ing drawings were sold by the University 
Extension services to farmers who either 
engaged a builder to carry out the work or 
did it themselves. One advantage of single- 
storey building was its flexibility: it allowed 
changing from cattle to sheep, and so on. 
Piggeries were built of hollow tile, with 
floors of wood which was warm. 

Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN said he had com- 
municated with a firm supplying agricultural 
buildings in this country asking about pig- 
sties. He had received a reply that the firm 
in question did not supply sties: it supplied 
piggeries and pig parlours. 

A vote of thanks was passed 
Holder. 


to Mr. 
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TRANSFER OF EDUCATIONAL 
WORK TO CITY ARCHITECT 


Change Approved by Birmingham City 
Council 


THE proposal that the architectural work 

of the education committee should be 
transferred to the control of the City Archi- 
tect of the Birmingham City Council was 
carried at the City Council meeting on Feb- 
ruary 2, an amendment by Cllr. F. D. T. 
Hall, that the matter should be deferred, 
being defeated by a large majority. 

The amendment referred to the magnitude 
of the school building programme and called 
for deferment of the proposal until the 
urgent problem of secondary school places 
had been resolved. 

CLLR. HALL said that this was purely an 
administrative matter and did not involve any 
educational or political principle. There 
had been a remarkable growth in the educa- 
tional building programme and this year the 
amount involved was expected to reach more 
than £2m. Those associated with education 
would say that it was easier to secure a flow 
of educational buildings when there was an 
architect within the education department. 
That had been so in Birmingham. 

Ciir. S. E. Dawes, who seconded, said 
that he doubted whether any economy would 
result from a transfer of the department. In 
the next five years the number of school 
places in the city would be increased by 
20,000. If this was not done the education 
committee would not be able to maintain the 
present proportion of grammar school places. 
The building programme was the education 
committee’s principal task. If the work was 
transferred to the city architect’s department 
it would become one of three priorities. 

ALb. J. C. BURMAN thought that those who 
opposed the transfer were making far too 
much of a simple operation. The city archi- 
tect’s department had come through its test- 
ing time and now was the time to make the 
proposed change. In making one team, 
building as a whole would be at a far greater 
rate than in the past. The change would 
be for the general good of the city. 

Birmingham’s City Architect is Mr. A. G. 
Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA, AMTPI. The 
Deputy City Architect, who was until 
recently Architect to the Education Com- 
mittee, is Mr. R. Sheridan-Shedden, 
ARIBA. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


SECONDARY. SCHOOL, FALMOUTH.—Promoted 
by Cornwall County Council. Assessor: Mr. Howard V. 
Lobb, CBE, FRIBA. Applications to Mr. E. T. Verger, 
Clerk to the County Council, County Hall, Truro, by 
October 31, 1953. From the applications received, a 
limited number will be selected to compete, each com- 
petitor receiving £350 for the preparation of his design. 
Designs to be submitted by the middle of March. Sep- 
tember 18, 1953. 


CREMATORIUM, KIRKCALDY. Promoted by the 
Royal Burgh of Kirkcaldy, Fife. Premiums: £300, £200, 
£100. Assessor: Dr. Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA, AMTPI. 
Closing date: May 8, 1954. Last day for questions: 
February 20, 1954. December 25, 1953 and January 15, 
1954, 


CANADIAN HOME OF TO-MORROW-—Sponsored 
by McGill University’s School of Architecture, Montreal 
The Calvert House International Award and $5,000 
(approx. £1,825) will be given for the design judged best 
of all entries. Separate awards and $2,500 each will be 
given to the best designs from Europe and from Canada, 
exclusive of the international selection. There are also 
ten hon. mention awards with a $200 prize each. Profes- 
siona | Advisers: Prof. John Bland and Prof. Pierre 
Morency. Jury: Eric Arthur, FRIBA, Humphrey Carver, 
ARIBA, and Gio. Ponti, Italian architect, and editor of 
Domus, Milan. December 18, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the issue 
of “*The Builder” in which details of the competition 
appeared. 
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THE BUILDER 


“The Planners and the Planned” 


LORD JUSTICE. DENNING ON “EQUITY AND THE CITIZEN” 


"THAT in planning the procedure of public 

inquiries often does not correspond 
with the principles of a fair trial as we 
understand them, and that in the long run it 
would be a healthier state of affairs if 
planning disputes were decided by a tribunal 
which is both independent and impartial, 
were two of the conclusions drawn by 
Lorp JusTICE DENNING, when he spoke on 
“Equity and the Citizen,” in the series of 
talks on “‘ The Planners and the Planned,” at 
a meeting of the Town Planning Institute, 
held in London on February 4. Lord Justice 
Denning said: 

If planning is to commend itself to the 
people of this country then it must be ad- 
ministered with fairness and in equity to all 
concerned. A plan may be economically 
sound, it may be aesthetically perfect, but if 
it is executed with harshness and unfairness, 
it will mightily offend the people; and if they 
are driven to exasperation, there is no telling 
what they will do with the plan, and even 
with the planners! The great question is, 
who will see that the planners do what is 
fair? Who will take care of the planners? 
Quis custodiet custodes? 


This sounds like a new problem but it is 
really an old problem in a new dress. We 
have had it all out before, between Sovereign 
and subject, between Government and 
peoples, and now between planners and the 
planned. Underlying the problem there are 
two competing philosophies—which I can 
best illustrate from the sphere of law. 


The old philosophy which the students of 
my generation were brought up on was the 
philosophy enunciated by John Austin 100 
years ago. This drew a clear absolute line 
between law and morals. Law was. simply 
a series of commands issued by a sovereign 
telling his subjects what to do or what not to 
do. Judges and advocates were not concerned 
with the morality or justice of the law but 
only with the interpretation of it and with 
its enforcement. 


EXPLODED PHILOSOPHY 


That philosophy has been exploded. It 
is now recognised that law cannot be separ- 
ated from morals or from justice. The people 
of England do not obey the law simply be- 
cause they are commanded to do so: nor be- 
cause they are afraid of being punished. They 
obey the law because they know it is a thing 
they ought to do. Now if the law is to 
command obedience of this sort, it must cor- 
respond as near as may be with justice. 
People will respect rules of law which are 
intrinsically right and just, and will expect 
their neighbours to obey them, as well. of 
course, as obeying the rules themselves: but 
they will not feel the same about rules which 
are unrighteous or unjust. 


Now transfer those philosophies into the 
sphere of planning, and you will see that it 
will not do for the planners simply to get 
out their plans and order the people to 
comply with them. Planning cannot succeed 
by force but only by persuasion. The plans 
must be such as to’ commend themselves on 
their own merits to the vast majority of the 
people. If the plannérs are to succeed it ‘is 
essential for them to get the confidence of 
the planned. 


Pe . is, I suppose, for this reason that public 
inquiries are held before a plan ‘is put into 


effect: but -these inquiries will defeat their 
own object if-the people think that the 
planners have already made up their minds 
beforehand and that the inquiry is a mere 
formality to let them express their views with- 
out paying any regard to them. It must be 
remembered that, in nearly every public in- 
quiry, there is a dispute between the planners 
and the planned; and the inquiry is held, not 
to enable the planners to get their own way, 
but to decide what is best to be done. In 
short, a public inquiry is held to decide a 
dispute.. As such it must be conducted in 
accordance with ordinary fairness. Most 
English folk have a pretty good idea of what 
is fair; and I would like to tell you the 
principles which the courts of law in their 
long experience have worked out as essential 
to a fair trial. They are these: the judges 
must be both independent and impartial. 
They must hear all that both sides have to 
say and decide according to the evidence 
before them and not on outside information. 
They must give their reasons for their de- 
cisions, and all must be done in open court. 
The observance of these principles is de- 
manded by that natural justice which should 
subsist between man and man and between 
man and the State. They have been proved 
valid by long experience and, in the eyes of 
every Englishman, they are essential to the 
fair trial of any dispute. 


DECIDING DISPUTES 


Now I ask, what about disputes between 
the planners and the planned? Are they 
decided in accordance with the principles I 
have stated? Not at all. The procedure of 
public inquiries often does not correspond 
with the principles of a fair trial as we 
understand them. It is said that a public 
inquiry is not a trial nor anything like it; 
and that it would be a mistake to assimilate 
the two. The distinction lies, it is said. in 
this: a public inquiry is concerned with ques- 
tions of public policy rather than matters 
of private interest; and the decision is purely 
a matter of discretion as to what is best to 
do, and not a matter of right or wrong. 
Those distinctions are more apparent than 
real. Many decisions of a court of law are 
just as discretionary and just as much a 
matter of public policy as the decisions of 
the Minister on a planning dispute. Take 
the custody of a child. It is one of the most 
difficult decisions that a judge has to make; 
but it is entirely a matter of discretion. The 
question is: What is best to do in the inter- 
ests of the child? Take every criminal case. 
The question of guilt or innocence is, no 
doubt, matter of law and of fact; but the 
question of sentence is entirely a matter of 
discretion—and it is a matter of discretion 
with which public policy has much to do. 
The question is: What is best to be done 
with the man who has been convicted? It 
may be necessary to sentence him to a long 
period of imprisonment, not because there 
is any likelihood of his doing it again, but 
because public policy demands it. 

Take divorce cases, too, where both parties 
have been guilty of a matrimonial offence. 
It is entirely a matter of discretion for the 
judge whether to grant a divorce and it is 
a discretion which he must exercise on the 
grounds of public policy. At one time dis- 
cretion was rarely exercised in favour of a 
guilty spouse; now it is frequently exercised: 
but it is all a matter of public policy. 
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FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


I reject, therefore, the supposed distinction 
between planning disputes and other disputes, 
The truth is that a planning dispute should 
be just as much the subject of a fair trial 
as a dispute in a court of law. I do hot 
say that it should be subject to all the form. 
alities and procedure of a court of law. but 
it should conform to the fundamental prin- 
ciples of a fair trial. Take the simple case 
where a man wishes to develop his land. He 
applies to the local authority and is refused, 
He appeals to the Minister. Is the Minister 
to decide the appeal without hearing him? 
Surely not. That fundamental principle must 
at least be observed. The Minister, before 
he comes to a decision adverse to the man, 
must hear and consider all that he has to 
say. But what about another fundamental 
principle? Can the Minister act on outside 
information, not communicated to the man? 
I understand that he does in fact act on 
outside information, particularly information 
from other Government departments or pub- 
lic boards. I suggest that that is contrary to 
fundamental principles of fairness. If the 
man’s right to be heard is to be a reality, 
he must know what is said on the other 
side, so that he can answer it: otherwise 
he will feel that the decision is reached 
behind his back. If State secrets are involved 
(which they can rarely be in a planning 
dispute) let the hearing be in camera, but 
do not let interested persons influence the 
decision in the absence of the man. 

Consider next the person who makes the 
decision. He is not the person who hears 
the case. The Minister sends an Inspector 
to conduct an inquiry and make a report. 
The Inspector makes a report which the party 
does not see. The decision is taken, not as 
a rule by the Inspector, nor by the Minister, 
but by an official in the Department. The 
question is often asked: Why should not 
the parties see the Inspector’s report? In 
common fairness they should do so, but why 
is it kept secret? It is, I believe, because 
the officials do not wish to be bound by 
the report. They want to be free to 
announce a different decision unfettered by 
the report. They feel that, if the parties 
were given a sight of the report, there would 
be strong pressure by one or other to give 
effect to it. But surely that is quite a reason- 
able view for the parties to adopt. What 
is the point of having an inquiry unless you 
are going to give weight to the man who 
has seen and heard the witnesses and has 
seen the site? If the Minister comes to a 
different view from the Inspector’s, he can 
say so and give his reasons, just as a Court 
of Appeal does; but it is no reason for keep- 
ing the report secret. As long ago as 1932 
the Committee on Ministers’ Powers recom- 
mended that in all cases the report of the 
Inspector should be made available to the 
parties concerned and to the Press, but the 
recommendation has never, I believe, been 
adopted. 


PLANNING TRIBUNALS 


There is yet the principle that no man can 
be a judge in his own cause. Suppose it 1s 
the Minister himself or his department which 
wishes to push through the plan. Can he 
really bring a fair and unbiased mind to 
bear on the objections? I should have 
thought not. The Department can hardly help 
being prejudiced in favour of their own plan. 
It is said that this is a thing which must be 
endured for the sake of the community as 
a whole. The safeguard is that the Minister 
is responsible to Parliament for the way he 
executes his functions. He has to take into 
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account the well-being of the Community 
ys a whole and to weigh in the balance the 
hardship or inconvenience to individuals. 
So long as he keeps an open mind, considers 
the matter fairly, and comes to his decisions 
in good faith, nothing more can be expected. 
There is a good deal of truth in this: but, 
nevertheless, I cannot help fhinking that, 
in the long run, it would be a healthier state 
of affairs if these planning disputes were 
decided by a tribunal which is both inde- 
pendent and impartial. It must, of course, 
be an expert tribunal, manned by people who 
are competent in the problems involved: but 
so manned, it would inspire confidence not 
only for its skill, but even more because it 
would be known to be impartial. There are 
many expert tribunals who do work of a 
similar nature exceedingly well, such as the 
tribunal under the London Building Acts 
and the Agricultural Land Tribunals, and 
I do not myself see why there should not 
be Planning Tribunals also. 

I must warn you that the suggestions I 
have made about public inquiries are not 
legal requirements. They are only sugges- 
tions of what is fair; for, as I said at the 
outset, if the planners are to maintain the 
confidence of the public they must do what 
is fair. They must do right to all manner of 
persons, not only to the big industrial con- 
cern or public body but also to the ordinary 
private individual. I may say especially to 
him, for in the long run it is on the ordinary 
citizen that the well-being of this country 
depends. 

Lord Justice Denning then went on to refer 
to the many disputes which are often mixed 
up with planning that come before the or- 
dinary Courts, and gave illustrations from 
the Rent Restriction Acts, Slum Clearance 
Acts, Leasehold Extension, Town Planning 
Acts and so on. 


DISCUSSION 


Opening the discussion, Mr. H. HEATH- 
COTE-WILLIAMS, QC, said that, despite the 
flood of legislation which had been poured 
out since 1914, most of the law of England 
was still judge-made. It was not to be found 
in the statutes. Nine-tenths of the law of 
contract and the whole of the law of tort 
was to be found in the judges’ decisions, 
which were only to be discovered in the 
Law Reports. 

But to-day a vast amount of law was 
administered not by the judges but by 
Ministers of the Crown, who were often 
judges in their own cause. Perhaps there 
was much to be said on both sides. It was 
said that to have the administration of the 
policy of the Executive subject to the dis- 
cretion of a judicial tribunal would be quite 
impracticable; on the other hand there was 
no doubt that the Englishman objected 
strongly to decisions being made behind 
closed doors and evidence being heard 
behind his back. 

It was important for town planning that 
the manner in which decisions were made 
on planning matters should be reviewed so 
as to allay the anxieties of the man in the 
Street and that planning decisions should 
command the respect of the citizen and so 
gain his loyal co-operation. The future 
success of town planning depended not only 
on the undisputed integrity, ability and 
enthusiasm of town planners but on a real 
understanding of the mind, spirit and feel- 
Ings of the ordinary citizen. Town plan- 
ning had become an established part of the 
law of our land, and its basic purpose 
Temained the same as the law—to regulate 
peaceably and justly the various activities of 
society. 


IHE BUILDER 


Mr. DESMOND Heap (London County 
Council) contended that the whole of the 
business of planning inquiries was dominated 
by the matter of policy considerations. As 
he saw it, the Minister was not holding any 
balance between man and man but between 
man and the local authority. He was not 
sitting in judgment, he was not there to 
dispense justice, he was there to deal with 
planning and to carry out a policy. 

Mr. Heap then quoted from the judgment 
of Lord Greene in the case of Johnson and 
Co. (Builders) vy. Minister of Health (1947), 
in which Lord Greene pointed out that in 
that matter the decision the Minister had 
to make (whether to make the order or not) 
was an administrative decision and was to 
be guided by the Minister’s view of the 
policy which he ought to pursue in the light 
of the circumstances of the case. 

Mr. Heap also quoted from what is gener- 
ally known as “the Stevenage Case” 
(Franklin v. Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, 1948), in which Lord Thankerton 
said that no judicial or quasi-judicial duty 
was imposed on the Minister and that the 
object of the public inquiry was further to 
inform the mind of the Minister and not 
to consider any issue between the Minister 
and the objectors. 

After quoting also from Lord Justice Den- 
ning’s own book, “ Freedom and the Law,” 
in which the author expressed much the 
same view on this point as the two judges 
quoted above, Mr. Heap suggested that once 
you accepted that the question of policy was 
paramount, then many of the criticisms of 
the system which they had heard that even- 
ing fell to the ground. It seemed wholly 
alien to the idea that policy should be para- 


mount that some independent tribunal 
should be called in to deal with these 
matters. He feared that such tribunals 


would usurp the functions of the Minister. 

If you did not accept the view that policy 
should be paramount you were running your 
head against the 1943 Town and Country 
Planning Act. 

Mr. B. J. CoLuins (County Planning 
Officer, Middlesex) said there was a distinc- 
tion between an inquiry held into the refusal 
of permission to an applicant to develop 
when a plan was already in being and an 
inquiry into a plan which a local authority 
wanted to make. In the former case the 
framework of public policy was settled, but 
in the latter case there was no canon of 
public policy to guide the Minister. The 
proper way to hold inquiries into such ques- 
tions was by a body of impartial persons— 
experts, inspectors or whatever they might 
be called. If Lord Justice Denning’s idea 
was carried out the majority of our plans 
would be tribunal-made. 

Mr. R. BERNSTEIN said that where ap indi- 
vidual sought to carry out some development 
which conflicted with the development which 
the local authority wanted to carry out, the 
outcome was usually that the individual 
appealed to the Minister against the local 
authority’s refusal of permission. The 
appellant never saw the report of the inspec- 
tor who held the inquiry. He (Mr. Bernstein) 
thought the decision of the Minister was 
usually fair and just in these cases, but if 
the inspector’s report was published it would 
greatly help towards making apparent the 
fact that justice had been done. 

Also defending the inspectors who held 
these inquiries, Mr. O. A. RaDLey (former 
Town Clerk of Leeds) thought that the 
matters dealt with at these inquiries were so 
much concerned with policy that a tribunal 
such as had been suggested could not deal 
with them properly. 
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SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS 
Possibilities of Prestressed Concrete 
A NET increase of 232 members during 

the past year was reported by the retir- 
ing president, Mr. G. N. Swayne, MISanE, 
at the inaugural meeting for 1954 of the 
Society of Engineers (Incorporated), which 
is entering its Centenary Year. The meeting 
was held in London on February 1. 

Mr. Swayne handed over the Society’s 50- 
year-old gold and enamel presidential badge 
to Mr. Water R. Howarp, M{Struct.E, 
who at the conclusion of his presidential 
address made the following observations on 
future trends: 

What of the future? The Government 
recently announced a modest programme for 
this year and next year ef road construction 
and bridge building. Unfortunately no pro- 
vision has yet been made for the major 
projects such as the new Forth and Severn 
bridges. 

Prestressed concrete, however, is destined 
to revolutionise the construction in this 
country of roads, bridges and public build- 
ings generally. 

Concrete roads can be constructed of 
unlimited length without expansion joints, 
provided they are prestressed and the small 
flat jacks used for the prestressing are left 
embedded in the concrete after being injected 
with grout under a pressure of 2,000 lb. per 
sq. in. 

It is quite easy to-day to construct arch 
bridges of 300 ft. clear span in prestressed 
concrete, and up to 1,000 ft. clear span is 
possible in the same material, if the con- 
ditions are suitable, namely, provided there 
is sufficient room for the rise of the arch. 

Now that the pre-war’ fire regulations 
restricting the heights of buildings are being 
relaxed, permission is granted for the erec- 
tion of structures of much greater height 
than formerly, and a number of multi-storey 
structures are to be erected in the City of 
London and elsewhere. 

Prestressed concrete can help to clear some 
of the traffic congestion of our streets. Large 
car parks or garages can be provided in the 
basements of such buildings, with clear 
spans between columns of up to SO ft., and 
the roofs of such buildings should be con- 
structed flat to receive helicopters conveying 
the principals of the businesses direct to their 
offices. Incidentally the large open spaces 
of the basements can be repeated at ground- 
floor level to serve as bank or office premises, 
and many pillars could be dispensed with 
in theatres, assembly halls and public build- 
ings generally. 


HEIGHT OF CITY BUILDINGS 


The design of foundation work for years 
has been largely empirical as were the early 
designs of ferro-concrete work. However, 
recently the Building Research Board of the 
DSIR have devoted part of their research 
programme, supplemented by laboratory 
work, to the study of the behaviour of 
foundations on sites (usually referred to as 
soil mechanics). The results obtained are of 
great value to structural engineers and the 
latter can proceed with every confidence to a 
rational design of the foundations of these 
large multi-storey buildings in the area of 
London and our great cities. There should 
now be no objection to the erection of such 
structures to a height of 250 ft. and more, 
and by co-operation between architects and 
structural engineers there can be achieved 
the harmony in horizontals, skylines and 
materials for which the Minister of Works 
recently appealed. 
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OBITUARY 


GEOFFREY WEBB 


Dr. F. C. Eccits writes: The death 
of Geoffrey Webb on January 20 (briefly 
reported in our last issue) is a great loss 
to ecclesiastical art and scholarship. He 
was a nephew of Aston Webb and studied 
stained glass design with Kempe. Later, his 
style, like that of his brother, Christopher, 
followed more nearly the sixteenth-century 
technique, but the style of his design sug- 
gested a much earlier tradition of classical 
simplicity and purity of line. 

Some of his best work is in Worcester, 
Canterbury, Llandaff and Manchester 
Cathedrals. But he is also to be remem- 
bered for his architectural work. He built 
Roman Catholic churches at Seaford, 
Braintree, Polegate and Ware, each of 
which is a model of dignified simplicity 
and liturgical correctness. His book, 
Liturgical Altar* is the best introduction to 
the study of the altar according to the 
Roman rite, and to liturgical details with 
regard to it, that we have: it is indis- 
pensable for anyone who is going to design 
an altar for a Roman Catholic church. 

He adhered to the modern Rubrics 
scrupulously, but avoided the decadent 
traditions of the altars of the counter- 
reformation and other modern counter- 
parts. In his architectural work he 
collaborated with Mr. J. O’Hanlon 
Hughes, FRIBA. 


STANLEY G. LIVOCK, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Stanley Gage Livock, FRIBA. 

Mr. Arthur Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, 
writes: Stanley Livock was a Freeman of 
the City of Norwich, and I have pleasant 
recollections of spending many happy 
times with him and his people on the 
Broads, for they were all great yachtsmen. 
He came to London, and we worked to- 
gether for many years, eventually forming 
a partnership which lasted a considerable 
time and under very enjoyable conditions. 
We went into competitions together and I 
attribute any success which we had to his 
thoroughness and care of detail. 

By nature a craftsman, he took infinite 
care in everything which he carried out, 
and I always felt that a client could not be 
in better hands. He had infinite patience 
and he could get from the most junior 
draughtsman exactly what he wanted. 
He had a great knowledge of materials, 
and he never allowed poor. workmanship 
to enter into his work. His knowledge and 
love of gardening enabled him to give to 
his domestic work that setting which is so 
important, and his clients were always 
anxious to have his advice on this as 
well as on their most trivial requirements. 
He never had a large practice as his work 
was individual. He designed the fire 
station and other buildings in Norwich 
and carried out a large police section house 
in London, and he took meticulous pains 
with what was a difficult undertaking. 
His main work was mostly domestic, 
which he did with such care. He re- 
established himself in practice in London 
after the war. 

During the war he helped in the teaching 
at one of the architectural schools, and I 


* Burns, Oates and Washbourne, Ltd., London, 
1939. Price, 3s. 6d. 
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am sure his students obtained very sound 
advice on things which no books would 
supply. We have lost in Stanley Livock 
an architect of sound judgment and 
infinite knowledge, who might be taken 
as an example to young people entering 
the profession. 


JOHN W. WILSON, FRIBA 


‘THE DEATH has taken place of Mr. John 
W. Wilson, FRIBA, AMTPI, of Sutton 
Coldfield. During the first world war 
Mr. Wilson was resident architect to the 
Austin Motor Co. In 1920 he became 
a partner in a firm of architects in Shanghai, 
and after his return to England in 1926 
he entered private practice and was 
responsible for factory reconstruction for 
a number of prominent Midland firms. 
During the last war he was chief architect 
for a joint committee of the Ministries 
dealing with the reinstatement of damaged 
war production plants and was _ later 
engaged by the Midland Region of the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
for the siting of temporary housing 
schemes. In 1945 he became company 
architect of the Dunlop Rubber Company, 
and in 1951 was appointed architectural 
consultant to the firm. 


HENRY R. CRABB, FRIBA 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death, 
which took place on January 25 (the eve 
of his 79th birthday), of Mr. Henry Ralph 
Crabb, formerly FRIBA, MICE, FSI, of 
Torquay. 

J. HENRY SELLERS 


WE REGRETFULLY announce the death, 
on January 30, at Bollin Tower, Alderley 
Edge, Cheshire, of Mr. J. Henry Sellers. 


EVERARD R. H. READ 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Everard R. H. Read, an assistant editor of 
The Architects’ Journal, at the age of 67. 
In his youth Read studied building con- 
struction at the City and Guilds of London 
Institute and worked for a few years as an 
architect’s assistant. Later he obtained 
journalistic experience on London weekly 
and evening newspapers. 

He served for the greater part of the 
1914-18 War in France as a corporal in 
the Royal Engineers, and on his discharge 
from the army in 1919 he joined the 
editorial staff of The Architects’ Journal, 
remaining with that paper until his death— 
a period of 35 years. 

Read had a most engaging personality 
and a great sense of humour. He will be 
sadly missed by many friends in archi- 
tectural journalism and the world of 
building. 


HERBERT MOLE MEMORIAL 
Hammersmith Unveiling Ceremony 


A MEMORIAL to the late Mr. Herbert 
Mole, the first principal of the Ham- 
mersmith School of Building and Arts and 
Crafts, Lime-grove, Shepherd’s Bush, W12, 
was unveiled by Mr. McKinnon Wood, 
chairman of the LCC Education Committee, 
at the school’s premises on January 27. 
Those present at the ceremony included Mr. 
E. M. Rice, present principal of the school, 
and the Mayor of Hammersmith. 
Mr. MCKINNON Woop said that although 
Hammersmith College had its origin as far 
back as William Morris, the present college 
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was a continuance of the work begun hy 
Mr. Mole in 1930, and he had given 19 yea; 
of devoted service which had possibiy bee, 
cut short by that very devotion to duty, He 
had inspired respect and affection in all with 
whom he came in contact, and had been very 
insistent on the necessity of a good genera! 
education as a background to specialised 
work. Another of Mr. Mole’s beliefs hag 
been that building craftwork and art shoul 
be housed in one school] with architecture as 
the connecting link. 

Mr. H. G. Dowtina, speaking for the 
school governors, recalled how Mr. Mole 
whole energy and interest had been centred 
in the school, and how he had done much 
to bring about improvements and raise its 
status. He had been well known to many 
organisations and for several years had taken 
a keen interest in the Plumbing Trades 
National Apprenticeship Council, of which 
he had held the offices of secretary and 
treasurer. Mr. Dowling was sure that his 
memory would live for a long time. 

Mr. D. A. G. REID, chairman of the 
Plumbing Trades National Apprenticeship 
Council. referred to Mr. Mole’s connection, 
jointly with Mr. Griffiths, which had done so 
much to further the interests of the Council 
when the scheme was at its lowest ebb. 

Mr. Wates, chairman of the organising 
committee, stated that Mr. Mole had been 
principal of the school for nearly 20 years, 
and the memorial had been erected as the 
result of subscriptions from members of the 
staff, students, school governors, and the 
plumbing trades. The plaque had been made 
by Mr. Walter Marsden, but all the rest of 
the work had been executed by members of 
the staff and students. 

The memorial was then unveiled, and the 
ceremony concluded with a dedication ser- 
vice given by the Rev. R. Bewsher. 


PARKING IN THE CITY 
Provision of Space in New Buildings 


AT A MEETING of the Court of Common 
Council of the City of London on Feb- 
ruary 4, CAPTAIN ALFRED INSTONE asked 
whether the chairman of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee could make 
a statement on car parking provision in new 
buildings in the City of London. 

Mr. C. F. GLENNY, in reply, referred to a 
letter which appeared in The Times of 
January 22, signed by the chairman of the 
London and Home Counties Traffic Advisory 
Committee, in which it was stated that one 
of the points on which the committee re- 
ported was the need to provide adequate 
parking space in all new buildings. The 
letter continued: “So far no official policy 
has emerged on this problem,” and con- 
cluded by saying that “the planning stage 
is the time to ensure that the City gives a 
lead in a realistic approach to modern traffic 
problems.” 

Mr. Glenny commented: “I was amazed 
to read so misleading a statement, so unfair 
to the City.” He said that he had written 
a reply, declaring that the problem had 
always been well to the forefront; that pro- 
vision so far had been made in 45 schemes 
of development for 1,339 vehicles; that where 
necessary loading bays were required within 
the curtilage of the site; and that in the first 
new street projected they had planned park- 
ing space under the whole length of the road. 

After further correspondence the chair- 
man of the advisory committee wrote that 
he was indeed aware of the requirements im- 
posed by the City and the London County 
Council for parking facilities in new 
buildings. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Detailed Figures for 1953 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 


of Housing and Local Government and the 


Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 


number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during December was 33,505 com- 


pared with 23,395 in December, 1952. 


The number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during 1953 was 318,779 are a 


compared with 239,922 in 1952. Detailed figures at the end of December were : 
PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 
Dec. 31, in Dec., in 1953 to Dec. 31, in Dec., to 
1953 1953 Dec. 31 1953 1953 Dec. 31 
Local authorities 1,229,592 24,408 238,827 1,061,717 20,739 202,835 
Private builders — 242,114 6,776 62,121 231,315 6,396 59,747 
Housing associations 17,720 1,506 7,924 16,882 1,502 7,707 
Government departments 40,362 779 9,051 36,744 415 8,105 
War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities 9,408 12 56 8,618 12 56 
(2) Under licence ... 35,854 24 800 35,454 15 781 
Total ... 1,575,050 33,505 318,779 1,390,730 29,079 279,231 




















PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

















GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction | construction | construction 
at at at at at at 
Dec. 31, Sept. 30, June 30, Dec. 31, Sept. 30, June 30, 
1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 1953 
Local authoritiest 229,977 244,326 241,526 192,821 204,468 204,545 
Private builders 59,120 57,485 53,590 56,421 54,995 51,131 
Housing associations 12,419 11,723 9,881 12,283 11,657 9,787 
Government departments 7,403 7,921 8,484 6,343 6,967 7,490 
War destroyed houses 
rebuilt— 
(1) Local authorities 35 57 61 35 57 61 
(2) Under licence ... 488 539 625 439 487 565 
Total ... 309,442 322,051 314,167 268,342 278,631 273,579 




















* Cmd. 9052 Housing Return for England and Wales, December 31, 1953. HMSO, price Is. 3d. Post-free Is. 44d. 


* Cmd. 9053 Housing Return for Scotland, December 31, 


1953. HMSO, price 1s. Post-free 1s. 14d. 


+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


HOUSING LABOUR FORCE 
A provisional estimate shows that at the end of December there were 311,100 men employed 
on the construction of permanent houses and preparation of housing sites in Great Britain. 
This figure does not include the number of men directly employed by local authorities. 


HOUSING SITES 


The position in regard to the acquisition and 
development of permanent housing sites by 
local authorities at December 31, 1953, 
compared with that at July 31, 1945, and at 
September 30, 1953, was as follows : 











Number of dwellings to be provided 
July 31, Sept. 30, Dec. 31, 
1945 1953 1953 
Sites of which right 
_of entry obtained] 305,230 | 1,584,364 | 1,628,659 
Site development 
begun... .-| 107,825 | 1,456,913 | 1,503,790 
Site development 
completed ae — 1,273,701 | 1,318,418 





**NEW TRADITION ’? HOUSES 


The position in regard to permanent “‘ new 
tradition ” houses erected by local authorities 
at December 31, 1953, compared with that at 
September 30, 1953, was as follows : 














Number of houses 
Sept. 30, Dec. 31, 

1953 1953 
On tenders approved 243,677 251,404 
Construction begun tes of 230,919 239,229 

Under construction at end of 

Period ... aS eae ie 32,948 30,424 
Completed 197,971 208,805 


PERMANENT HOUSES—PRIVATE 
BUILDERS 
The number of houses on licences or 
approvals issued to private persons and the 
number of houses completed have been as 
follows up to the end of September, 1953, and 
December, 1953, respectively: 

















Number of houses 
Sept. 30 Dec. 31 
1953 1953 
On licences issued wad «..| 288,076 309,913 
On approval with grant under 

Section 3 of the Housing 

(Financial Provisions) Act, 

1938 (as amended) ue 2,910 2,989 
Construction begun ae ...| 267,004 287,736 
Under construction at end of 

period ... a ne om 54,995 56.421 
Completed 212,009 231.315 





The figures shown above do not include 
houses built in replacement of those destroyed 
during the war. 

HOUSES IN NEW TOWNS 

The progress made in the provision of 
permanent houses by New Town Development 
Corporations up to December 31, 1953, has 
been as follows : 





| Number of houses 





On tenders approved ... 30,727 

Construction begun ... tid dad 27,152 

Under construction at end of period vie 
ain oe as 17,21 


Completed 
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HOUSING IN 1953 
Mr. Macmillan’s Statement 


QPENING a new block of flats at Birm- 

ingham on February 5, Mr. HAROLD 
MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said:— 

These flats which I am opening to-day 
link between the two most vital 
housing years since the war. They were 
built in 1953, the year which has produced 
far more new houses than any other year 
since the war. Now these flats are finished, 
and are being occupied at the beginning of 
1954, which marks a turning point in the 
great housing drive. 

To-day I can tell you the grand total 
for 1953. To the local authorities, the 
builders, the building workers and the 
materials producers who have given us the 
300,000 which I aimed at in 1953, I can 
say to-day “ Thank you.” Thank you for 
reaching the target—a wonderful job and 
thank you for going beyond it—for giving 
us a bonus of nearly 19,000. For 1953 the 
total is 318,779 new houses—new homes 
for at least a million people. 

1953 gave us the greatest concentrated 
effort in their history from our most loyal 
and co-operative local authorities. It gave 
us also an increase in private house building 
amounting to nearly double—83 per cent. 
to be exact. This great increase in 12 months 
was achieved while houses for letting, 
already a very considerable figure, increased 
by a further quarter or 24 per cent. 

December was the culminating month, by 
far the best building month since the war. 
Over 1,400 houses were finished every work- 
ing day of December. How glad I am that 
the frost did not come until after Christmas! 

So much for the past. For we must not 
dwell in the past. We must not be tempted 
to say now, “We have got the figure we 
aimed at, and the housing problem is 
solved.” 

Perhaps we could say “It is a good job 
—half done,” for can we honestly claim to 
be more than half-way when we have not 
been able to tackle slum clearance for 14 
years? Must we not now concentrate on the 
older houses, and upon long delayed slum 
clearance? I say we must. 

This is the other half of the job, the less 
glamorous half. We have rightly concen- 
trated until now, as did our predecessors, 
on new houses. But now the older houses 
will not wait. 

We shall build enough new houses for 
more than a million people in 1954, but 
this year must see us make a new start on 
slum clearance, on repair, on conversion 
and on improvement of the older houses. 

Things which are new always have the 
glamour of youth upon them, but our 
millions of older houses are the backbone 
of our social life. 


Building Material Imports 


The Humber ports of Hull, Goole, 
Immingham and Grimsby, which created a 
post-war record of total traffic of 19,131,219 
tons, nearly doubled their imports of build- 
ing and road-making materials last year- 
During 1953, 57,692 tons entered the four 
ports compared with 30.463 tons in 1952. 
Exports of building and road-making 
materials showed a marked decline, however, 
and in 1953, 73.528 tons went out from the 
ports against 106.378 tons in 1952. Hull 
imported 18,882 tons and exported 9,545 tons 
last year compared with 21,501 tons and 
4,039 tons during the previous year. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


THE BUILDER 


should be said about the standard to be 
expected in these patched-up houses. In 
some cases the mere repair of the roof— 


February 12 1954 


of the site, as cleared, was greater than the 
value of the site with a derelict house on j 
They were dealing with the case of a Single 


WHEN Standing Committee C of the Which was one of the big troubles in these derelict house subject to the Rent Rest. 
House of Commons resumed con- Properties—would cost an enormous sum, tions Acts, and they all knew from the pr. 
sideration of the Housing Repairs and Rents 4S those who were trying to get bad houses paganda of the landlords that such hous 


Bill on February 2, discussion was continued dealt with by the sanitary inspectors had were 


practically worthless—in fact, jy 


on the amendment, moved by Mr. Gibson discovered. A clear-cut lead should be given many cases, according to the landlords, the 


at the previous sitting, and setting forth 
the standards for houses under Clause 2 
(Power of local authorities to retain for 
temporary accommodation certain houses in 
clearance areas). 

Mr. BEVAN said he was astonished that 
the Minister had not seen fit to accept the 
amendment. The Minister might want to 
put in some cautionary words so as not to 
have new conditions which would make his 
own task impossible, because what he re- 
quired to be done was to have houses which 
could be made habitable, and which could 
not be pulled down for a number of years, 
put into some kind of tolerable condition. 
All the Opposition wanted to find out was 
if the Minister was prepared to have a 
certain uniformity among the local authori- 
ties by asking them to have regard to these 
conditions, and also to try to let the Com- 
mittee know his attitude. Would he con- 
sider that a house could be regarded as 
habitable if the water supply were outside? 
To have to go outside for water in the 
frozen conditions they had had during the 
last few days could hardly be regarded as 
tolerable. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said the whole point 
about the patching was that there could not 
be uniformity of practice. What would be 
the right thing to do in one town or city 
would be wholly wrong in another; what 
would be a tolerable thing to do where the 
situation demanded it would be quite wrong 
to allow in some other place where the 
slums: could be cleared and no patching was 
necessary. It would be for the local authority 
to decide what it thought right to do in 
any particular circumstances. This was not 
a question whether these houses were made 
habitable or not according to some standard 
written into the law. The only question was 
whether nothing was done, as was happen- 
ing now; whether people lived under con- 
ditions in which no attempt was made to 
help them; or whether under this new effort 
something was done during the period before 
the slum was destroyed. Therefore, if they 
were to try to write in an elaborate standard 
of this kind, they would merely be delaying 
the making of improvements, which was the 
very purpose the clause had to serve. 

After further debate, Mr. Macmillan 
moved the closure, which was carried by 21 
votes to 15, and the amendment was nega- 
tived by a similar figure. 

On a further amendment. to insert a term 
of 12 years as the period under which pro- 
perty owners might remain under the threat 
of compulsory acquisition, Mr. Macmillan 


to the local authorities. 

Replying to these points, and to further 
debate, Mr. MACMILLAN said he thought 
there was genera] agreement that this plan 
was worth trying and that it might bring 
a little comfort and happiness to people now 
deprived of it. What was quite certain was 
that if it was worth trying it had better 
be left as flexible as possible. In the con- 
sultations he would have with the local 
authority associations between now and the 
Royal Assent he would try to discuss the 
experience of those who had done some of 
this work to see how best it could be made 
available to others by conferences and all 
the regular methods by which an experi- 
ment of this kind could be made profitable. 
He had no doubt that the more flexible and 
experimental it was the better. 


Mr. BEVAN said that when this Govern- 
ment went out of office the Labour Party 
would be able to limit, curtail and even 
destroy the evil that would be done under 
this clause. Therefore, in the circumstances, 
they would not vote against it. 

The closure was carried by 22 votes to 
20, and the clause was ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 3 Approved 

When the Committee resumed on 
February 4, Clause 3 (Power of local 
authorities to purchase for temporary accom- 
modation in lieu of making demolition 
orders) was considered. 

Mr. ROBERT JENKINS moved an amend- 
ment to make clear that if the owner of a 
house appealed against the local authority’s 
notice of intention to purchase his house, 
the jurisdiction of the court should he 
exerciseable in exactly the same way as if 
the court were considering a demolition 
order which the local authority had made 
in respect of the house. 


Mr. MACMILLAN Said that this was already 
the intention of the clause: indeed, it must 
be so because it was only where a demolition 
order could lawfully be made that Clause 
3(1) gave the local authority the alternative 
of purchasing the house. Therefore, it was 
right that the power of the court and the 
relation of the local authority to the court 
should be exactly the same in the case of 
a demolition order and in the case of a local 
authority wishing to exercise the alternative 
of purchase, in a case in which the order 
might have been made. He would accept 
the amendment 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MacCoL_t moved an amendment to 


were of negative value because the landlord 
had to pay out more on repairs and public 
health orders to keep them in repair than 
they received back in rents. If that wer 
true, it was obvious that to get rid of a sit 
which was cleared of all that encumberange 
was a positive advantage. The landlord 
suffered no loss. Where the local authority 
was taking over the house, was to. manage jt 
for a period of temporary occupation and to 
have all the expense of maintaining it, it 
would be wrong that the authority should 
have to pay, in compensation for a 
theoretical site value which at that stage 
did not exist, something more than the value 
of the site with the house on it. The 
authority was taking over a derelict house 
which it must patch and repair. All that 
the landlord should be entitled to receive was 
the market value of the house as it was, in 
all its state of disrepair and with all the 
repair orders which. might be hanging over 


Mr. IAN Horosin, in opposing the ameni- 
ment, said that probably the point would 
have to be dealt with in about Clause 200 
of the forthcoming Town and County 
Planning Bill. The point was, of course, 
that it was well settled that the owner of a 
house of this kind was not entitled to any- 
thing for it, but that as corollary—and this 
was equally well settled—the owner of the 
freehold, who of course might have no 
responsibility at all for the state of the house, 
was entitled to the site value of the house, 
He thought the matter should wait for the 
new Town and Country Planning Bill. 

Mr. BARNETT JANNER, however, took a 
contrary view, and felt that now was the 
time-to deal with the matter. 

Mr. Marptes, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that the point of the 
amendment was that the owner should be 
paid the site value or the market value, 
whichever was the lower. If the principle 
here involved was accepted, he would have 
thought that there would be another 
corollary—that he would be paid the market 
value if it was higher. There was, he 
thought, a great case in equity for that, 
because that would give some sort of justice 
all round. 

Mr. MITcHISON said that what they were 
talking about was a site with a mass of 
rubble on the top of it, called a house, but 
not fit to be lived in and incapable of repair. 
It was no use pretending that there was a 
market value that could be higher. 

Mr. MarPLEs said if the principle was 


promised to consider the matter before the add to the clause the words:—“ provided @dopted, then somebody would have to 


report stage, and the amendment 
withdrawn. 
On the question that the clause stand part 


of the Bill: — 
Mr. Mor _ey said that there had been no 


indication about what was to be the demolition order was made under this part it? 


standard of patching up. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP said that at least the 
Minister might have given the Committee 
some guidance about the principles and ideas 
which would guide him in sending out his 
general instructions to local authorities if 
and when the Bill was passed. 


Mr. Grsson also felt that 


of the market value of the house at the time 
that it is purchased.” He said that the 
position in regard to compensation now was 
a little complicated. Apparently, if a 


of the principal Act in respect of a single 
house, the site value payable would be the 
existing use value. What that exactly meant he 
did not know. Did it mean that one was 
entitled to build another house of similar 
value on the site? It was important that 
thev should be clear precisely what was the 
measure of compensation for the site value. 


was that no compensation shall be paid in excess 4SSess the market value of the house. Did 


they assess the market value of the house 
at the time the local authority acquired it, 
or five or ten years later, which was the 
time when the local authority demolished 
If it was to be valued at the time 
when it was taken, then was any calculation 
to be allowed for the act of the local 
authority in abruptly terminating the life 
of a house which might have been pro- 
ducing a revenue for the owner? The 
amendment amounted to the fact that if 
the house was worth more in rubble, and 
it sometimes was worth a great deal, the 


something There were circumstances in which the value owner would receive the site value or the 
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market value, whichever was the less, and improvement of the sea defences that security Carlton House Terrace 

the value was to be calculated without taking against flooding was now, in all cases, greater On February 3, Mr. STOKES asked the 
isto account any arbitrary action by the than it was on the night of January 31, 1953. \inister of Works what was the total area 
ical authority. What was the market value gg. NuGeENT, the Parliamentary Secretary of Carlton House Terrace on which it was 
of rubble? Demolition was a tricky busi- to the Ministry of Agriculture, said that proposed to build the new Foreign Office; 
yess. The market value was the cost of River Boards had made outstanding progress how much of this area had been so far 
ybour for demolition, less the cost Of with the reconstruction and improvement of acquired; and how much had been paid 
recovered materials. the sea defences damaged by last year’s for it. ‘ 

Some demolition contractors were very floods. The defences were now as good as, Sir Davip EccLEs said that the total area 
sorewd and had a good market for these and in many places stronger than, they were of the site of Carlton House Terrace was 
materials. Some local authorities were not before. Where they protected important about 34 acres. The Commissioners of 
so good at it, because they did not select urban and industrial areas or large areas Of Crown Lands were the freeholders. No part 
the good bricks and timber and keep them. farm land they had been greatly improved. of the freehold had been acquired by his 
The market value of the house must be Work costing £24 m. had been undertaken Department. The leaseholds of Nos. 17, 10 
the market value as assessed, and then one and about £20 m. worth was already com- and 11, representing an area of about half 
must take into account the cost of the demo- pleted; the remainder should be finished be- an acre, were acquired in 1948 and 1950 at 


jition and the value of the materials re- fore the end of this year. The planning and g cost of £114,500. 
vered. To put the provisions of the ¢xecution of the work done in the past 12 
i ld introduce so months would normally take about 12 years Alcock and Brown Memorial 


amendment into practice wou ; 
many complications, and perhaps a little to do. This achievement was a great credit On February 3, MR. SHEPHERD asked the 


unfairness in their operation, that he would to the River Boards and all concerned. The Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation 
have thought it was better to do rough Minister was satisfied that, if the exceptional what plans had now been formulated for 
justice and pay the site value to anyone conditions of a year ago occurred again, the erection of the memorial to Alcock and 
who was deprived of a house in that way. adequate protection would be give to all the Brown at Heath Row. 

Mr. BEVAN was astonished at that argu- pei ea ee a Mr. LENNOXx-Boyp said that the memorial 
ment. “The more we delve into the entrails in the light of the report of the Waverley Sir John Alcock and Sir Arthur Whitton- 
af this miserable monster, the worse it Gommittee, which the Ministry hoped to Brown, which Mr. William McMillan, RA, 
appears,” he declared. “This Bill really }3y. before Easter had nearly completed, would be erected 
could be described as ‘ The Landlord Endow- temporarily on a site in the Bath Road 
ment Bill”? The amendment should be Reedes Daedienes Bins Terminal of the Airport, where it would be 
accepted. pa tig nig ae — = bs —— ee in the 

5 i 2. t bist a“ : Unite ingdom. Later, when the new ter- 
ee oe in ange of Housing and Local Government minal area in the centre of the airport was 
same figure when he expected to announce the result of brought fully into use, the statue would be 
: f _ the inquiry into the London Development permanently erected there in’ a suitable 

After Mr. MACMILLAN had promised to Pjan, in view of the fact that the delay was position 
look into one or two other points affecting causing difficulties to peeple who desired to j 
compensation matters, the clause, as dispose of their properties which will be New Schools 
amended, was ordered to stand part of the affected by his decision on the report of the On February 4, Mr. Gipert LoNGDEN 
Bill. ary. asked the Minister of Education how many 

Mr. MARPLES, who replied, said it would new schools were, respectively, completed 
be some time yet before the Minister could and started between April, 1953, and the 
announce his decision on the plan. This latest convenient date; and what were the 

On February 1, MR. MAINWARING asked the Would be dealt with as quickly as possible, corresponding figures for 1951. 

Minister of Housing and Local Government but, as the hon. member would be aware, Miss HorssrucH said that between April 

if. in order to obtain reliable information there were nearly 7,000 objections which had | and November 30, 1953, 314 new schools 

upon the extent to which sub-standard houses to be considered as well as many important wore completed and 255 started. The corre- 

remained in occupation throughout the 4uestions of general policy. sponding figures for the same period in 1951 

country, he would issue instructions to local , ’ were 247 and 217. 

authorities to carry Out a survey. -Housing of Ex-Service Men 

aid, under Clause I of On February 2, Mr. MCADDEN asked the 

Fh Borge *and Rents Bill, he Minister of Housing and Local Government RIBA 

intended to ask local authorities to submit an penne he — oe — a — Notes from Council Minutes 

estimate of the total problem in their areas circular to local authorities with regard to dali 

and an initial programme for slum clearance ‘provision of housing accommodation for ee nae rater ig 

and repairs. He was aware that complete members of Her Majesty’s forces on com- pp ay 2: 

proposals could not in many cases be drawn Pletion of their service. valle e Doe 

up before a further survey had been carried © Mr. MARPLES, who replied, said: Yes, _, “PPOINTMENTS.—{a) Eponen University 

out. but he considered that the first step The Minister would consider whether there i “ pig en ia Shi ey 
pool Architectural Society, in place of Mr. 
F. Charles Saxon (F). (b) Town Planning 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Survey of Sub-Standard Houses 


should be to get an agreed programme for was any further action which he could use- 
immediate action. fully take to follow up his circular of Janu- 


Housing Improvements i as Joint Examination Board—Mr. A. W. 
On February 1, Mr. GRAEME FINLAY asked Compulsory Purchase i (F) in place of Mr. W. F. B. Lovett 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- On February 3, SiR ALFRED Bossom asked i iatieeaie a aad 


ment whether he was aware that many hous- the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he was 
ing reconditioning schemes were being de- now satisfied that the system of inquiry into ; E 4 a 
layed in order to enable architects’ fees to the compulsory purchase of land provided Standing Committee to consider British 
be claimed in respect thereof under the Hous- ample time for objections to be lodged on Architects’ Conferences and to make periodic 
ing Repairs and Rents Bill. behalf of the occupier; and if he would recommendations on the organisation and 
Mr. MAcMILLAN said he was not aware give an assurance that where such compul- Programmes of future conferences. 
of any delay on this account, but if his hon. sory purchase took place, reasons for making PURCHASE Tax ON FLOORING MATERIALS: 
friend would let him have particulars of the these decisions were published. The imposition of a purchase tax of 25 per 
cases he had in mind he would be glad to. Mr. Butter said that the Acquisition of Cent. on thermoplastic tiles and similar 
look into them. Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 1946, flooring materials was considered. It was 
prescribed time limits for the lodging of greed that such a tax constituted an arti- 
Flood Defence objections to a proposed compulsory pur- ficial additional increase in the costs of 
On February 1, COMMANDER MAITLAND chase order. So far as he was aware, the housing and that representations on the 
asked the Minister of Agriculture if he was time limits were adequate. There was no matter be made to HM Treasury. 
satisfied that during the year which had statutory obligation on the confirming RESIGNATIONS: Fifteen resignations were 
elapsed since the great flood disaster such Minister to give reasons for his decision to accepted with regret, among them that of 
progress had been made in the rebuilding and confirm a compulsory purchase order. Mr. E. A. A. Rowse (A). 


CONFERENCES: The Council appointed a 
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THE STRENGTH OF BRICKWORK 
Factors that Affect Load-bearing Capacity 


GPEAKING at St. Andrew’s House, Edin- 
burgh, on January 19, to the Masters 
of Works of Local Authorities, and consult- 
ing engineers to the promoters of non- 
traditional houses, Dr. Tuomas, of the 
Building Research Station, said that research 
was still in progress at the BRS on the 
strength of brickwork. Some of the earliest 
tests were sponsored by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects in about 1900. Since 
1925, six or seven hundred tests had been 
made of the strength of brick piers, walls 
and panels of various kinds. We take the 
following extracts from Dr. Thomas’s sub- 
sequent remarks, in which he made particu- 
lar reference to Code of Practice 111 (1948) 
on “ Structural Recommendations for Load- 
Bearing Walls.” Dr. Thomas said: 


As the strength of mortar increases, the 
strength of the brickwork increases by pro- 
gressively smaller amounts, so that there is 
little to be gained in using stronger mortar 
than a certain mix which is suitable for 
the type of brick. This is the case with 
various strengths of brick. For instance, 
with a brick of compressive strength of 
2,700 lb./sq. in., a 1 : 1 : 6 mortar gives 
brickwork which is nearly as strong as that 
made with a 1 : 3 mortar. High-strength 
mortar has disadvantages if the building 
moves due to settlement or shrinkage, be- 
cause cracks may occur in the bricks. So 
with weak bricks a 1 : 2 : 9, or even a 
I: 3°: 12, mix 1s advised. 

On the other hand, as the strength of the 
bricks increases, the strength of the brick- 
work increases steadily, and this relation- 
ship was shown to be the same for three 
different strengths of mortar. 

The recommendations of the Code for 
permissible stresses in brickwork corres- 
ponded to the results of actual tests. For 
example, for bricks of compressive strength 
of 2,740 Ib./sq. in., 3,780 lb./sq. in. and 
12,500 lb./sq. in., the actual variation in 
strength of brickwork with various mixes of 
mortar compared closely with the permitted 
variation in stress, except that for bricks 
of the highest strength the Code is some- 
what conservative. 


Slenderness and Buckling 


It has been found that brick piers do not 
buckle in the way assumed by Euler’s 
theory, unless they are built with dry hori- 
zontal joints. For instance, this type of 
buckling could occur if fibrous pads were 
used instead of mortar. 


Brick piers with slenderness ratios of up 
to 18 were tested. It was found that with 
a strong brick and strong mortar the strength 
of a pier was less affected by slenderness 
than with a weak brick and weak mortar. 
With a slenderness ratio of 18 the average 
reduction in strength due to slenderness was 
far less than the reduction in stress required 
by the Code, so that here, also, the Code 
was conservative. 


A slide showed the effects of eccentricities 
of loading on the strengths of slender piers. 
The eccentricities were up to_one third of 
the pier thickness. The reduction in strength 
of the pier due to its slenderness was found 
to be increased by high eccentricity, whereas 
in the Code a uniform reduction is required, 
for the sake of simplicity. 

The effect of eccentric loading on the 
strength of piers was also tested for piers 


of various heights. The results showed that 
the strength is not reduced as much as is 
normally assumed except when piers are 
unusually slender. Thus the Code allows 
some increase in stress above that normally 
thought permissible with eccentric loading. 


Cavity Walls 


Tests were made on cavity walls con- 
structed with various materials. An 
analysis of the functions of wall ties showed 
that: (i) If the inner leaf only of a cavity 
wall is axially loaded at floor and roof levels, 
and if there are no ties, then this leaf has no 
tendency to buckle, but the outer leaf may 
not be stable. (ii) If wall ties are used then 
the cavity wall as a whole becomes eccen- 
trically loaded (by the loads on the inner 
leaf) and thus tends to buckle. The outer 
leaf is then subject to bending stresses. 


In the inner leaf there is normally a direct 
compressive stress which counteracts the 
tension due to bending, but in the outer leaf 
there might be cracking due to the bending 
stress. In this case the ultimate strength of 
a cavity wall might be less than that of a 
single 44-in. wall, but at working loads the 
bending stresses are shared. 


A further slide showed the horizontal 
deflections at mid-height of the wall between 
floors, for the two leaves of a cavity wall. 
Ties were the lightest permitted by the 
British Standard and both steel and copper 
ties were tested. The tests covered both 
cases where the ties were in tension and 
those where the ties were in compression due 
to bowing of the wall. In all cases it was 
found that the horizontal deflections were 
much the same for the two leaves of the 
wall, indicating that the bending stresses were 
much the same. 


It is good practice to stabilise the outer 
leaf of a cavity wall by loading it, prefer- 
ably at roof level. 


If a cavity wall is built with a weaker inner 
leaf, as when lightweight concrete blocks are 
used, then the distribution of stresses is an 
advantage. 


Panelled Cavity Walls 


Tests were made with horizontal loads act- 
ing on cavity walls forming a panel between 
columns. The loads were transmitted from 
one leaf to the other only by the ties acting 
in compression. Loads were up to 4 Ib./ 
sq. in. taken laterally, and it was found that 
half the load was transferred to the far leaf 
of the wall. Since the loads applied were 
far in excess of normal wind pressures, this 
test showed that British Standard wall ties 
have a considerable reserve of strength com- 
pared with the stresses to be taken. This 
reserve can be set against weaknesses due to 
rusting, etc., during the life of the building. 


Concentrations of Load 


Increased stress is permitted by the Code 
if a load is local. In tests it was found that 
if 50 per cent. of a wall is loaded the stress 
may be about twice that when the whole wall 
is loaded. The Code is rather conservative 
in its recommendations when there are 
highly concentrated loads; the Code may be 
compared with BS 449/1937, which is more 
closely based on the results of tests. 

Another slide showed a cavity wall which 


had failed under a concentrated load applied 
to both leaves. The failure was by vertical 


’ often based on average conditions, for ip. 
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cracks separating the loaded part of the wal 
from the rest, but yet the ultimate stress wa; 
over twice that of a uniformly loaded wall, 


In the case of concentrated loads on a pie 
bonded to a wall, it was found that the pie 
had separated from the wall to which it was 
bonded. Thus the Code assumes that jp 
such cases the piers alone would carry the 
load. 


Variability and Load Factors 
The recommendations of the Code are 


stance, on the average strength of a given 
mortar mix, or the average strength of the 
bricks tested. Thus higher factors of safety 
are allowed for than are usual in structural 
engineering. These “load factors,” as they 
are called, are usually from six to ten in the 
Code. The recommendations are such that 
there is a high load factor if there is small 
eccentricity of loading, but a low load factor 
with high eccentricity, so that eccentricity 
should be reduced where possible. 


A slide showed the stresses permitted by 
the Code in comparison with the ultimate 
strengths, in various cases. It was seen that 
the load factor was never below about four 
and sometimes nearly as high as 30. 


Revision of Codes 


It was intended fo review Codes of this 
kind every five years, and this Code is now 
due for reconsideration. If comments on the 
Code were submitted to the British Standards 
Institution they would be considered during 
the review. Meanwhile under the New 
Model By-laws the Codes were not manda- 
tory but were merely accepted as satisfying 
the by-law requirements. Thus any local 
authority could permit modifications. 


Load-bearing Walls and the Sighthill 
Flats 


Mr. L. G. PEARSON then gave a descrip- 
tion of the three-story flats built for the 
Department of Health at Sighthill by the 
Scottish Special Housing Association, to 
illustrate the Code. 


These flats were designed jointly by Mr. 
Pearson, the Structural Engineer’s Section of 
the Ministry of Works, and the Department 
of Health’s architects. 


Mr. Pearson explained that his objective 
in designing the flats was to keep uniform 
wall thicknesses through three storeys, of 
11 in. for outer and party walls, and 4} in. 
for loadbearing partitions, using local bricks 
with a strength of only about 1,750 Ib. per 
sq. in. The floors were of ‘soundproofed 
timber construction. The general principle of 
the design was to carry the floor loads on 
internal cross walls, and the roof load on 
the external walls, so distributing the loads 
as widely as possible. The roof load was 
distributed to both leaves of the cavity wall 
by an 11 in. lintol, protected from weather 
by the eaves. The advantage of carrying 
floor loads on the cross walls was that they 
were interrupted only by doorways, instead 
of the wide windows in the outer walls. Also 
the cross walls with the heaviest loads re- 
ceived these loads symmetrically. 


Care was needed under loaded door lintols 
where he had required at least a 9-in. nib 
properly bonded into the return wall. The 
door frames were built in, as timber inslips 
for fixing would have weakened the wall 
where it was highly stressed. 

Care was also needed to ensure that timber 
joists were not bearing on a wall so as to 
break into a highly stressed support. 
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A 9 in. internal wall was required only 
to support the cantilevered concrete stairs. 


Stiffening of Walls 

The main question to be settled in apply- 
ing the Code in this type of building was how 
to tie in the loadbearing walls. Walls were 
stiffened by using brick partitions at right 
angles to each other, but this did not provide 
sufficient support except in narrow rooms 
such as the kitchens and bathrooms. He had 
used the floors to tie in the walls, and had 
required one or two planks to be let into 
the ends of the joists, since the use of a 
floating floor for soundproofing had meant 
that the floorboards did not brace the joists 
in the usual way. 

In these flats metal ties connected the walls 
and floors, as required by the Code, but Dr. 
Thomas had since said that these were not 
necessary except to tie in external walls. 
When the meta] ties ran at right angles to 
the joists they were associated with the floor 
dwangs. 

The requirements for workmanship had 
been carefully explained to the bricklayers 
on the site. These covered plumbing of 
walls; ensuring that joints in brickwork were 
well filled with mortar; and limiting the num- 
ber of courses built in a day to six, which 
meant that work was spread over rather a 
large length of wall at a time. A weak mor- 
tar was specified, but was strengthened to a 
1: 1 : 6 mix in frosty weather; limiting tem- 
peratures were also fixed for stopping and 
starting work. 

Mr. Pearson concluded by suggesting that 
architects should have a good understanding 
of the structural requirements to simplify 
the discussions with the engineer. 


Ideas from Holland 


Mr. Woopcock, Deputy Chief Architect 
for Housing, Department of Health for 
Scotland, then described how the project had 
originated in a visit to Holland by the then 
Under Secretary of State, in 1951. It was 
normal practice in Holland to build three- 
storey flats with 44 in. internal loadbearing 
walls and 11 in. outer walls. 

Mr. Woodcock mentioned the economy in 
compact planning which resulted from using 
one thickness of wall through all storeys. 
He also said that there had been no difficulty 
in obtaining an adequate standard of work- 
manship, by briefing the bricklayers. He 
would not expect any trouble on a site with 
a good clerk of works who had been 
briefed by the engineer. 

This type of design depended upon 
collaboration between engineer and archi- 
tect. Unless the engineer could give time to 
details. as Mr. Pearson did, the general 
design might suffer from too general limita- 
tions, for instance that windows must be 
centrally placed in a wall. 

Mr. Woodcock also appealed to the 
masters of works of local authorities who 
were present, speaking as the late chairman 
of the Working Party which had redrafted 
the Model Building By-laws for Scottish 
Burghs and Counties. He asked them to give 
fair consideration to Codes of Practice such 
as this, which were deemed to satisfy the 
By-laws. 


Discussion 


Mr. HALDANE, Master of Works, City of 
Edinburgh, opened the discussion. He said 
that he had been alarmed by seeing from 
Dr. Thomas’s slides in how many different 
ways brickwork might fail. “* The meeting so 
far had represented a_ scientific attitude 
applied to building, and this approach 
demanded integrity. Workmanship is a 
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PLAN OF UPPER FLOORS 


THREE-STOREY 

FLATS WITH LOAD- 

BEARING BRICK 
WALLS 


Plan of upper floors and 
sections of the three-storey 
flats built for the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland 
at Sighthill by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association 
with load-bearing brick walls. 
The flats were designed 
jointly by Mr. L. G. Pearson, 
the Structural Engineer’s 
Section of the Ministry of 
Works, and the Department 
of Health’s architects. 
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doubtful factor in the design, and is one on 
which local authorities need an assurance. 
Unless they have this, they will be cagey in 
approving new designs; however, operatives 
can learn a changed technique, for example, 
prestressed concrete.” It appeared to Mr. 
Haldane from inspecting the flats at Sight- 
hill that the Code required a building of 
ample strength when there were three storeys. 
He would like to have figures for the cost of 
the flats. 

Other points raised in the discussion were: 
the effects on the fixing of wall ties of move- 
ments due to differences in temperature 
between the inner and outer leaves of a 
cavity wall; the use of Bricktor to strengthen 
long walls; whether loads at floor level may 
be calculated without regard to slenderness 
ratios; whether the Code permits a reduc- 
tion in live loading on the lower floors of 
high flats; and the poor quality of Scottish 
bricks. It was suggested that authorities 
should regulate the quality of bricks used: 
and that it was useless to expect good super- 
vision as the burden of work on _ local 
authorities was too great. 

In replying to questions, Dr. THOMAS 
said that when a wall was assumed in the 
Code to be tied in at floor levels it would 
still receive support from return walls and 
the Code did not allow for this. This was 
the reason for his statement that the metal 
anchors required to the load-bearing parti- 
tions could be omitted with a design like that 


at Sighthill. 
LCC 


Woolwich Arsenal 


At a meeting of the London County Coun- 

cil on February 2, Mr. Patrick STIR- 
tinG asked the chairman of the Town Plan- 
ning Committee if he had now been able 
to study in detail the Government’s proposals 
for the future of Woolwich Arsenal and in 
particular the proposal that a site of about 
100 acres on the south side of the area con- 
taining a number of workshops and other 
buildings should be offered to the Council 
for use as a civil trading estate. 

In reply, Mr. W. G. FISKE said that dis- 
cussions had been pursued continuously since 
his answer on June 28, 1953, and the Minis- 
ter of Supply had now formally offered for 
acquisition by the Council an area of about 
110 acres on the south side of the Arsenal 
for industrial development. The Town Plan- 
ning Committee, with the concurrence of the 
Finance Committee, agreed that in principle 
the proposal was one which the Council 
would wish to pursue, so as to ensure ade- 
quate control over the redevelopment of so 
large an area and to help in the relocation 
of industry within the county. There were 
still a number of points on which clear deci- 
sions and assurances should be given by the 
Government departments concerned before 
the Council could finally commit itself to 
acquiring the site, and these points and the 
question of price were being urgently exam- 
ined in co-operation with the Government. 

A full report would be submitted to the 
Council very soon. 


New and Rebuilt Schools 


On February 2, Mrs. FREDA CorBET asked 
the chairman of the Education Committee 
how many new or rebuilt schools had been 
completed by the Council in post-war build- 
ing programmes, how many places did they 
provide, and how much post-war capital 
expenditure had there been on buildings 
for maintained and aided technical colleges 
and polytechnics, 
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Mr. McKINNON Woop said that 85 new 
schools on 60 sites and 71 major rebuildings 
of schools on 54 sites had been completed, 
making a total of 156 schoois, providing 
39,540 places. In addition, 2,140 places had 
been provided in hutted classrooms, making 
a total of 41,680 places. 

The total capital expenditure incurred to 
date was £1,398,516. This figure included 
£315,636 for alterations and improvements 
charged to capital account, but it excluded 
war-damage repairs. 


Electrical Strike 


Mr. Norris KENYON, on February 2, 
asked the chairman of the General Purposes 
Committee which of the Council’s services 
had been affected by the strikes of electrical 
trades unionists, and to what extent. 

Mr. VicToR MISHCON said that the day- 
to-day maintenance of the Council’s estab- 
lishments had been unaffected. Construc- 
tional work and electrical works of improve- 
ment had been affected to some extent. The 
effect of the stoppages on housing had not 
been great. 


BERMONDSEY 
RECONSTRUCTION AREA 


Public Inquiry to be Held 


LONDON County Council, on July 29, 

1952, approved proposals for the acqui- 
sition (by compulsory purchase where neces- 
sary) or appropriation of some 23 acres of 
land to form redevelopment units within 
the Bermondsey Reconstruction Area. The 
land to be dealt with contains six and a 
half acres of cleared land, and 294 occupied 
and 47 derelict properties, as well as nine 
licensed premises. It is required for housing, 
schools, shops, commercial and industrial 
purposes, churches and other public build- 
ings, public open space and road improve- 
ments. The estimated cost of acquisition, 
appropriation and clearance totals £818,000 
in respect of which grant will be payable. 

On May 5, 1953, the council decided that 
140 houses occupying about six and a half 
acres were unfit for human habitation and 
not capable at reasonable expense of being 
rendered so fit and a Declaration of Unfitness 
Order has been made in respect of these pro- 
perties under the Fifth Schedule of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1944, so that, if 
confirmed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, they would be acquired 
as if they were slum properties being dealt 
with under the appropriate part of the Hous- 
ing Act, 1936. 

As usual, opportunities were given for ob- 
jections to be lodged against the Compul- 
sory Purchase Order and the Declaration of 
Unfitness Order, and the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government decided that the 
objections should be heard at a public local 
inquiry to be held on February 1. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 
Minister Refuses to Confirm Compulsory 
Purchase Order 


ON THE GROUNDS that the land should 
be developed by private enterprise, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment has declined to confirm a compulsory 
purchase order in respect of land between 
Westfield-avenue and Mitchley-avenue, 
Sanderstead, which the Coulsdon and Purley 
UDC sought to acquire. Following this 
decision. Messrs. A. J. Wait and Co., Ltd., 
building contractors. are to build 94 houses 
on a part of the land, ranging in price from 
£2.300 to £2,500. 
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EAST HAM TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE 


Distribution of Prizes 


Qik FREDERICK LEGGETT, KBE, CB. 

chairman of the Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council, presented the 
certificates and prizes to students of the East 
Ham Technical College on February 4. The 
Deputy Mayor of East Ham, Councillor 
F. W. French, occupied the chair. Among 
those present were the president of the 
LMBA, Mr. R. S. Williams. 

After presenting the awards to students 
in the departments of art and crafts, build- 
ing, engineering, science and commerce, Sip 
FREDERICK congratulated the Principal, Dr. 
A. J. Jinkings, on the success of the college 
and made special reference to the building 
department, which had achieved particularly 
good results, including the following: Two 
bursaries of £25 each awarded by the Wor- 
shipful Company of Saddlers (one to a 
brickwork student and one to a carpentry 
and joinery student); a second prize of £20 
and citation offered by the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers to 
apprentices.and young craftsmen in the Lon- 
don area who have passed the National 
Certificate examination was awarded to a 
brickwork student. Under the LMBA Area 
Awards Scheme, 14 students received prizes 
and seven Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council prizes were awarded. At 
the Coronation Exhibition organised by the 
London Joint Education Committee for the 
Painting and Decorating Crafts, students 
were successful in obtaining a first prize 
for signwriting and first, second and third 
prizes for graining in the 18 to 21 years age 
group. In the over 21 years age category 
a first prize was obtained for an enamelled 
panel in three colours. In the Thomas 
Parsons Centenary National Competition for 
Painting and Decorating, one first and two 
third prizes were won. 

Sir Frederick drew upon his long experi- 
ence as a civil servant in the Ministry of 
Labour and his work in connection with 
arbitration, to point out that the students 
should remember their debt to those who 
in the past generation had been prepared 
to sacrifice everything to obtain better con- 
ditions in industry. The seeking of know- 
ledge and training in the various crafts was 
not enough, he told the students. They 
must be prepared to apply it for the good 
of themselves and the community so that 
future generations might benefit. 


£5m. PLAN TO ENLARGE 
THETFORD 


Scheme to Absorb London Overspill 


A SCHEME for the expansion of Thetford, 
Norfolk, in conjunction with the London 
County Council, under the Town Develop- 
ment Act, 1952, was approved by Thetford 
Borough Council on January 19. The plan 
is designed to absorb some of London’s over- 
spill population by expanding the town's 
present population of 4,500 to about 15,000 
over a period of 10 years. 

The scheme, which involves a total esti- 
mated capital cost of £5,304,500, provides 
for the erection of 2,950 houses. The expat- 
sion of the water undertaking, sewage dis- 
posal sources and other town sources, and 
industrial and commercial development, art 
also included. If planning authority is ob 
tained from Norfolk County Council the 
scheme will be submitted to the Ministry, 
with a request for grants towards the cost. 
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GUARD RAIL INSUFFI- 
CIENTLY SECURED 
Builders Fined £10 in Accident Case 


[N a prosecution at the North London 

Magistrates’ court on January 27, aris- 
ing from an accident during the erection of 
flats at Clissold-crescent, Stoke Newington, 
on October 15, Mr. W. Blake Odgers, QC, 
held that it was not sufficient that a guard 
rail across a hoist gangway was secured by a 
single putlog clip. 

He imposed a fine of £10, with £3 3s. 
costs on Stewart and Partners, Ltd., of 105, 
Baker-street, W1, whom he convicted on a 
summons for contravening Reg. 9 (1) of the 
Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) Regu- 
lations, 1948, in that the guard rail on a scaf- 
fold giving access from a hoist to the roof 
was not kept secured so as to prevent acci- 
dental displacement, so that Edward William 
Cook suffered bodily injury, whereby the 
defendants were liable to a penalty under 
Sec. 133 of the Factories Act, 1937. 

Mr. Niall MacDermot, counsel, appeared 
for the defendants, who pleaded not guilty. 

Mr. V. C. Jordan, Factories Inspector, pro- 
secuting, said that at the time of the accident 
the work had reached an advanced stage. 
The flats had a flat roof, with a low parapet 
wall. Until the day before the accident, the 
scaffolding platform had been level with the 
roof. On the day before the accident, the 
scaffolding platform was dropped ten feet. 
All that was left was a gangway giving access 
from the hoist boards to the roof. Guard 
rails were erected at both ends of the gang- 
way. 

He said that on the day of the accident 
Cook was one of six men transporting a 
large tank on to the flat roof from the-hoist. 
They were manhandling it across the gang- 
way on to the roof when, for some reason, 
Cook appeared to have lost his balance. He 
fell against the guard rail; instead of resisting 
his weight, the rail moved outwards and then 
came completely away from the clip which 
fastened it to the upright. Cook fell over 
the edge of the gangway to the scaffolding 
platform—a distance of some ten feet. sus- 
taining slight injuries. 

In evidence, Mr. Cook said that he remem- 
bered helping to lift the tank. and falling, 
but then remembered no more. He was in 
hospital for two weeks. 

_Cross-examined, he agreed that, to help 
lift the tank, he leant back against the rail. 

Frederick Edward Brooke, who was em- 
ployed on the site as a labourer. said that 
he saw Cook fall backwards. The guard 
rail came out of its clip. and Cook fell to 
the scaffold platform below. 

Thomas Ernest Tolliday, of Clifden-road, 
Clapton, employed on the site as a labourer, 
said that the external scaffolding had been 
put up by another company. He occasion- 
ally worked as a scaffolder and. on the day 
before this accident, had lowered the exter- 
nal scaffold. 

Cross-examined, he said that he had had 
to move the guard rail, attaching it to another 
Standard. He attached it in exactly the same 
way as it had been done by the scaffolding 
company. He alleged that there were other 
similar guard rails clipped at one end only. 

Henry James Henshall, a factory inspector, 
said that in his opinion it was not satisfac- 
tory to fix a guard rail at one end only. He 
would expect it to be fixed at both ends. 
The object of the rail was to prevent persons 
from falling over the edge. It was not in- 
tended to act purely as a warning. 

Called for the defence, George Leonard 
Lamb, of Mallard-street, South Hiackney, a 
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foreman bricklayer with 26 years’ experience, 
said that Tolliduy lowered the scaffold under 
his supervision. Tolliday secured the guard 
rail to the hoist with a single clamp—and 
that was the way it had been secured before. 
In other cases where the scaffolding contrac- 
tors had placed end rails they had secured 
them in this way. It was what, in the trade, 
they called a stop-end. 

Replying to the Magistrate, he said he 
regarded it as no more than a notice board. 
He tested the rail and found it was firm. 

Mr. Wiiliam G. Garratt, the defendant 
company’s agent on the contract, said that 
Tolliday was a competent and experienced 
scaffolder. After the accident witness saw 
that the clamp had not moved—the putlog 
had been forced out. 

On behalf of the defendants, Mr. 
MacDermot submitted that they had fol- 
lowed the method employed by a firm of 
experts in erecting scaffolds. 

The Magistrate said he did not think that 
he could accept the defence suggestion that 
this rail, in that position, was merely to serve 
as a notice board—a sort of warning “ Don’t 
step beyond this notice or you will step into 
eternity.” A handrail must be meant to 
serve a more substantiai purpose than that. 
From its name it must be meant for a man 
to take hold of, and put some weight on. 
One would expect it to stand that unless some 
extraordinary strain was put on it. 

“A handrail must be firmly fixed in place 
and I don’t think it is sufficient to have 
one clamp to keep it in its place,” he said. 
“T come to the conclusion that a handrail 
ought to be fixed in two places.” 


BUILDING FIRM SUED 
Damages Claim Succeeds 


A CASE of interest to builders came before 
the Cambridge Assizes on January 27 when 
Mr. Justice McNair awarded £1,350 damages 
to Mrs. Eliza Ann Craft for the loss of her 
husband in a road crash, when his motor- 
cycle went over a mound of earth left in 
the road after dark. The widow sued the 
firm of Messrs. Johnson and Bailey, Ltd., of 
Norfolk-street, Cambridge, for negligence. 

In evidence it was stated that in 1951 
the firm was laying drains in Trumpington- 
street, Cambridge. A _ tarpaulin-covered 
shelter was erected over the workings from 
the kerb to the white line. This was marked 
by red lamps. A mound of excavated earth 
was piled up by the side of the shelter and 
projected 10 ft. along the road. Red lamps 
were not used and the only lighting was 
from street lamps. 

Mr. Justice McNair, announcing the ver- 
dict, said that it seemed to him altogether 
wrong for persons to leave any part of 
their excavations in the road with its boun- 
daries unmarked. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Imports from Japan 


Quota ToTALs for the import of certain 
Japanese goods into’ the United Kingdom 
were announced by the Board of Trade on 
January 29. Notice to Importers No. 630, 
which has just been issued, gives details of 
the goods involved and of the method of 
applying for import licences. 

Among the goods listed in the schedule 
attached to the notice are printed and em- 
bossed paper hangings, including lincrusta 
and similar raised material. and lighting 
equipment, including appliances and fittings. 
not containing glassware decorated by cut- 
ting (including intaglio cutting), engraving. 
etching or gold enamelling. 


BOOK 


«s Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





MODERN GARDENS. By Peter Shepheard, 
ARIBA, AILA. (London: The: Architec- 
tural Press.) Pp. 144. Price 36s. 


ANY who look for detailed cultural instruc- 
tions or planting schemes in this book will 
be disappointed, for it is not the aim of 
the author to cover again this well-dug 
ground, but rather to show what a garden 
can be, and mean, in its association with 
the house and with other buildings. In this 
esthetic approach to his subject Mr. 
Shepheard has, so to speak, scoured the 
world for the best material available. and 
his illustrations include photographs of many 
charming gardens not only in this country 
but in Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, France, 
Italy, Sweden and the USA. Modern, in 
the title of the book, covers gardens that 
have been created in the past 25 years, and 
have been inspired by the ideas of the 
present day and have an affinity with con- 
temporary architecture. 

In his introductory remarks Mr. Shep- 
heard defines the landscape architect as “an 
architect whose faculties have been further 
extended to include a wider perception of 
nature, and to enable him to work on the 
different scale and with the living materials 
of landscape.” He goes on to point out 
the wide knowledge required to acquire a 
mastery of the art of the landscape architect, 
for example—* his knowledge of the plants 
he uses must be extremely intimate, and it 
is not likely that such knowledge will be 
acquired in a lifetime by any but enthusiasts.” 
But while few can aspire to be experts in 
this fascinating subject, many may be helped 
by this book to catch the spirit that lies 
behind the best examples of contemporary 
garden design and planting, and so play 
some part in creating more harmonious 
settings for homes and other buildings in 
an age of much blatant ugliness. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


BUILDING SciENCE. Vol. 2. By D. A. G. 
Reid. (London: Longmans, Green and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 

Routinc. By A. H. Haycock. (London: 
The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 

THe House. By R. W. Kennedy. (Lon- 
don: Chapman and Hall.) Price 72s. 


THe BRIDGES OF BRITAIN. By Eric de 


Maré. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 42s. 
A New Map OF THE Wor.p. By E. 


Trystan Edwards. (London: B. T. Batsford, 
Ltd.) Price 5s. 


SHOWS AND EXHIBITIONS FOR BUSINESS 
MEN. By J. M. Templeton. (Surrey: 
Elliot’s Right Way Books.) Price 6s. 


PRINCIPLES OF ESTIMATING AND PRICE 
ANALYSIS FOR BUILDING Works. By R. D. 
Wood. (London: Estates Gazette, Ltd.) 
Price 22s. 6d. 

PAINTERS’ CRAFT SCIENCE. By L. F. J. 
Tubb. (London: Cleaver-Hume Press, Ltd.) 
Price 15s. 

DECORATORS’ ESTIMATING. By J. A. Evans 
and C. P. Sharp. (London: Cleaver-Hume 
Press, Ltd.) Price 15s. 
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DEPOSITS IN INSTALMENT CONTRACTS 


The Dangers of Vagueness in Agreements 
By a Barrister-at-Law 


A CASE recently before the Court of 

Appeal on a point of procedure, pre- 
liminary to the main issue, has emphasised, 
not for the first time, the danger of making 
agreements involving fairly large sums of 
money and extending over some period of 
time without properly setting things down in 
writing, or providing for the rights and 
liabilities of the two sides in case events do 
not turn out exactly as expected. 

In this case the principal trouble arose 
from the fact that neither at the time of the 
contract nor in any subsequent correspond- 
ence had the purpose of an initial payment 
of some £600 been clearly stated or agreed. 

The facts of the case were briefly as 
follows: a small company engaged on 
demolition work agreed to supply to another 
company a minimum quantity of 16,000 
second-hand bricks a week from a city site 
where buildings were being demolished. The 
supplying company were not a very sub- 
stantial affair, and the buyers agreed to 
assist in their financing by advancing about 
£600 before the delivery of any bricks, whilst 
a director of the supplying company agreed 
personally that if the deliveries were not 
maintained he would guarantee the return 
of the deposit. 

Unfortunately the contract did not go off 
as smoothly as hoped, and the buyers were 
very soon complaining of slow delivery, 
whilst the suppliers were apologising for the 
delay, and constantly expected to be able to 
bring their deliveries up to the stipulated 
minimum. Over the first four months, how- 
ever, less than half the agreed minimum 
number for the period had been delivered, 
and the buyers, who were themselves default- 
ing on deliveries to their customers, eventu- 
ally announced that they would not pay for 
any further supplies until the promised rate 
of deliveries had been reached and main- 
tained at least over a short period. 

The payment position at that time was 
roughly that the original £600 had been used 
against the first deliveries until, after the 
delivery of about £200 worth, the buyers had 
made up the £600 again. Further sums had 
been paid in this way several times. At the 
time of refusing to pay any more the buyers 
had received approximately £200 worth of 
bricks more than they had paid for, so that 
they were still about £400 in credit. 


Suppliers’ Protest 

When the suppliers, the demolition com- 
pany, received notice that the buyers were 
not prepared to pay any more, but would pre- 
sumably draw on the deposit for payment 
for future deliveries until better supplies were 
offered, they wrote to protest that the buyers 
themselves had broken the agreement. The 
deposit, said the suppliers, was agreed at 
a minimum of £600, and there was a verbal 
promise by the buyers to increase this 
amount further up to about £1,000 if supplies 
improved, and maintain it at that figure. 
The buyers had never in fact maintained 
the original £600, but had merely made up 
the outstanding total to this amount on one 
or two occasions. To this the buyers replied 
that there was never any agreement to main- 
tain a float of even £600. 

Eventually the buyers issued a writ for 
the return of the outstanding £400 and 
claimed damages ift addition for the breach 
of contract in failing to deliver. The court 
were at first inclined to give judgment for 





the return of the £400 without waiting for 
the trial for the breach, but evemtually made 
an order giving the suppliers leave to defend 
this part of the action too on the condition 
of bringing the money into court. This 
caused some hardship to the suppliers, for it 
was obvious that they had been using this 
money, as had been intended, to finance their 
business. 

The pity of it is that such an agreement 
as this should ever have led to the necessity 
of an application to a court to decide the 
proper function of the £600 deficit. One of 
the Judges of the Court of Appeal asked dur- 
ing the hearing of the preliminary point what 
was to happen to the deposit when the con- 
tract, as originally contemplated, drew near 
to completion. Would it, he asked, be set 
off against the last deliveries and thus be 
eventually liquidated? Or would it be still 
outstanding at completion, so that the buyers 
would be expected to pay for all the bricks 
they received until a final refund? And no- 
body seemed to know. Certainly in the oral 
negotiations between the two parties the 
point did not seem to have been agreed upon, 
and it is presumably safe to assume from this 
that it had not been discussed. 

It is easy enough after the event to point 
out the things that have happened and ask 
why the parties concerned, in coming to an 
agreement, did) not provide for such cir- 
cumstances; it is quite legitimate for those 
criticised to reply that it is impossible to fore- 
see everything, and that business must go 
on without elaborate provision for all possible 
disputes: But in this case, the agreement 
itself seems to have been made in such a 
carefree fashion that the main terms agreed 
upon might just as well have hardly been dis- 
cussed at all, for not one of them was kept 
and neither side was in a position afterwards 
to bring any conclusive or even cogent 
evidence of what the agreement was, and thus 
enforce it. 

It is well known that by giving a deposit 
under a contract to take a firm number of 
articles, in competition with cash purchases 
on a free market, the buyer is left in a dis- 
advantageous position, for the supplier is 
tempted to retain the money that he has and 
sell all his products for further cash. A 
short-sighted policy, but there are many 
trades in which it comes to be said that con- 
tract goods are poor and those that come in 
for sale on commission are the pick. 


Financing Suppliers 

At the same time, suppliers in many cir- 
cumstances must be financed, at least at the 
start, if they are to be able to keep up sup- 
plies at the required rate, and on other occa- 
sions it becomes almost essential for the 
buyer to ask a deposit for his own protection. 

What is inexcusable in such an arrange- 
ment as came before the Court of Appeal 
is the failure to provide for the mode of pay- 
ment for even the first deliveries. Were they 
to be set off against the deposit or was the 
deposit to be maintained up to or above the 
minimum £600, so that all deliveries were 
paid for in addition? This is not a matter 
of law which the courts may decide on appli- 
cation. All that the courts can do is to hear 
evidence of what was agreed, look to the 
surrounding circumstances, and then try to 
work out presumptions of the parties’ inten- 
tions. The law is for the construing of 
agreements, not for the making of them. 
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It is most important, when a deposit jg 
made under a contract, to decide what its 
purpose really is. It may be to insure the 
supplier against loss if the buyer, for whom 
a large delivery has been specially prepared, 
later defaults. It may be intended as a pre. 
payment for the first deliveries only, or it 
may be intended that all the goods shoul 
be pre-paid, so that the first payment jg 
carried forward with each delivery. It ma 
then be set off against the last deliveries, or 
it may be returnable, as a true deposit, after 
the last delivery: It may even be regarded 
properly as a long-term loan to the supplier 
to enable him to make some capital ex. 
penditure on equipment or manufacturing 
methods if there is a presumption that 
further contracts will follow the first. 

However informal the agreement on other 
points, it is essential that all the terms of 
payment should be clear. Lack of funds, 
though seldom admitted outright, leads to go 
many cases before the courts of broken con- 
tracts, that it is important above all that the 
terms be explicitly agreed from the start, 
Financial troubles not only interfere with 
the due performance of contractual obli- 
gations, but they have a way of coming 
to light in court, which too easily prejudices 
other issues in a dispute. 


LMBA 
Luncheon to Lord Mayor 


Tt#E Lorp Mayor, Alderman Sir Noél 
Bowater, has accepted the invitation of the 
Council of the LMBA to be their guest of 
honour at a luncheon in the Savoy Hotel 
on Tuesday, September 28. The Presidem, 
Mr. R. S. Williams, will preside. 


Area Chairmen for 1954 


AS A RESULT of the LMBA Area annual 
meetings the following have been elected 
chairmen for the year:— 

— Area No. 1, P. E. Trench, OBE (Bovis, 


td.). 

Central Area No. 2, Ald. W. E. Harriss (J. Kinnin- 
mont & Sons, Ltd.). 

Central Area No. 3, W. L. Barker, FIOB (George 
Barker (Builders), Ltd.). 

Central Area No. 4, L. H. Mildwater, FIOB (L. H. 
Mildwater & Sons). 

View Area No. 5, G. I. Dance, LIOB (G. Dance, 
Ltd.). 

Northern Area, C. H. F. Fairweather (H. Fair 
weather & Co., Ltd.). 


North-eastern Area, L. F, Chamberlain (Chamber- 
lain Industries, Ltd.). 
North-Western Area, S. A. H. King (K.S.1T. 
(Builders), Ltd.). 
Southern Area, G. Hall-Taylor, MBE (Taylor, 
Phillips & Co., Ltd.). 
‘ <——coe Area, E. Smith, AIOB (Hawker-Smith, 
td.). 
South-western Area, A. E. Mace (A, E. Mace, Ltd.). 





British Standards 


Recent issues of the British Standards 
Institution include BS 2081, “ Portable 
Closets for Use with Chemicals,” price 2s. 
and BS 2072, “ Precast Reinforced Concrete 
Hay Barns with Pitched Roofs,” price 2s. 6d. 
The latter specifies requirements for precast 
reinforced concrete hay barns with pitched 
roofs and is comparable with BS 1754, pub- 
lished in 1951, which covered steel] hay- 
barns with curved roofs. The standard pro- 
vides for barns having truss centres of 15 ft, 
spans of 24 ft., 27 ft. and 30 ft., and two 
heights of 15 ft. and 18 ft. The basis for 
the design of the structural framing is given, 
together with requirements for the materials 
and workmanship. 

Also issued by the Institute is BS 2050, 
“ Resistance of Conductive and Anti-Static 
Rubber Products,” price 2s. 6d. Copies may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Branch, British Standards 
House, 2, Park-street, W1. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand Cr 
Washed Sand ... 
fin. Shingle... 
din. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site as 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site .. 

Aquacrete. Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour 

In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to 434s. 3d. baal ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton _ at Railway Depot, 
London 


32s. 6d. per 


BRICKS 


Full Loads 

First Hard Stocks a 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks .. 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2}in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ee - 


Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics 

Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) i 
3in. do. (London ’ Stations) ne 
2¢in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 


(London Sites) 
23 i i Machine- made. Multi Red Facings (London 
ites) 
23 i a, “on -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour | Facings 
(London Sites) aS 
2} in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Malti ‘Stock Facings 
(London Sites) Sa 


per yd. 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 
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2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 


(London Sites) : per 1,000 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), V White, Tv ory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... ‘ ; ie = 
Headers . - oP aaa ¥ 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. ‘Flats. ee nee ia 
Double Stretchers ... a c uae ae = 
Double Headers... ae sid ie id oa 
One side and twoends _... us ne aaa “a 
Two sides and oneend .... re ee ans <. 


Splays and Squints oa pet tas 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLtow CLay PARTITION BLOCKS (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. 140 yds. . per yd. sup. 
23 in. 140 yds. aa ae fe 
3 in. 120 yds. <a aaa a 
4 in. (6 cavity) . 95 yds. a pot iw 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. ong aa ..- 100 yds. a aaa Pe 
24 in. 85 yds. aa as aa 
3 in. 75 yds. Sa5 waa = 
4 in. 55 yds. a aa oo 
CRANHAM 
2 sae ae aaa ee saa aaa haa 2 
og a sas <a fae esa as at sit 
at i Load bearing quality ii i 
FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ll 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads . per 1,000 
4 in. Gan <<: eas uae aaa mea ae 3 
5 in. do. . 
6 in. do. bi 
7 in. do. of 
8 in. do. ss 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


Anh 


ARPwW 


ccoceoceoso Oo & 


corn NOQwY 


NNWewn 


coooceo 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +973% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best. do. +10%° +673% +10% +974% +10 +107}2 
Tested Quality +373%+674% +374%4+974% +374°% +1073% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473%+674% +473%+973% +4747 + 10787 
3 in. Land Drain — io 12 in. a per 1,000 10 > % 
4 in. do. “3 - Pa 13 6 0 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park 2 Sei oa . per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldheim Box Ground | a 7.3 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, a4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 7 0 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. ” 
Southern Region sad y . 7 3 
a a Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3 in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area : per ft. sup. 6 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described . ; a 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, we throated and 
stooled cills ‘ ~o ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. é ‘a 2: 4 3 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ta bie 114 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping ,, 2 3 6 
14 in. X 6 in. do. do. ian . 2136 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face ... ‘‘ 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes - per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued £ os. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in, and 6 in. 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 2 
_Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 

brickwork ore ee - aes Pai 1 6 

Hard York— 

12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 

and front ... ae ME i= a «- perft.cube 2 2 

12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... <s 1 16 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district . ea ee = a 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 104 x 63 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 103 x 6} Staffordshire district ... 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ae 
do. Interlocking (49S) es ae ae 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 — 
x a 


12 
11 
12 
10 
10 
4 


\ 
So 
XXKXKXXX 


1 
xs 4... - se $s ae is Sos 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality 


o 


per yd. sup. 2 11 


a 


o 


COALS 


ANDWNAOADAN 


WHWOSOWADHW 


“at > ae per standard £105 to £125 


Carcassing quality Sa = oO. ae £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. » £106 0 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. do. a 215 08 
Oak European do. do. i LT 6 
do. Japanese do. ... do. Ke 2 2-9 
do. English Logs sawn do. Be is 9 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. . s,s oS 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. 4 ee ae 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1}in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2.0m, X61E6in. —... ae each 112 0 
213i: X61. 6in, —... co aes a 113 <0 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. =o ae aoe i 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ue bee ae 116 6 
2 in. do., but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Bo Ses sae e 2.90 
210 9%n. X61. 6m: °... ae see ‘ 211: 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 {t.6in. X 61.610. ~ ... ss A Es 2 1-9 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. see se wis 5 2 36 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 5-8 
3 in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... ee x a | 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... oak a 8 113 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... Bes s 10° 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ... ~ 3 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. 
$ in. imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4in. Hardboard do. oer mee oop a > > ae Tes 
% in. do. do. _.... Sse eae x 2-6 
¥s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets per yd. sup. ca | 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ee a sa 1 6 
do. ~ply ee »» . 2 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs per 4 cwt. 5.0 0 
oO. pearl... <s 5 § 
Croid Glue ses eek 28 Ib. 2 5°06 
Cut Nails, 3 in. (1-ton lots) per ton 4. 5 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) = 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... ce : per cwt. 2S <9 
do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... cm ei oe 2S 
METALS Steex Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X 5in.,8in. xX Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
12in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London ; 
SICA a aus axe a a per ton 37. 26 
Extra for sizes 
Ban) MSSM... ssc wee “er ai nen ip 310 0 
3in. X 3 in., 4in. X 3in., Sin. X 2hin. ... me 1. 
Sin. X 128i... ... ae Ai en was ss 3 0 0 
42 in. xX 1} in., 24 in. x 7} in. sss = a 20 0 
Sia, X 3m, 22in. X 7in:. ... aa on = 10 0 
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£ 
6in. X 3 in. . perton | 
Sim, Tan. ens pe ee sae ree ° ” 
10 in. x 44 in., 12:in. XSin, sce nae as *” 
Sin. X 4$ in, 6in. xX 44in., 7in. xX 3}in., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. x 4in., 9in. X 4in., 
10 in. X Sin, 10 in. xX 8 in., 12in. X 8 in., 
i3:an; x. 5 in., 14 in. x S5$in.,  14in. X 6in., » 
14 in. X 8 in., ISin. X Sin, I5in. x 6in, 
16 in. X 6in., 16 in. X 8 in., 18 in. X 6in., 
18 in. X 7 in., 18 in. x 8in., 20in. x 64 in., 
20 in. x 74 in. oat me cee ten eas 1% 
Stcel angles average price oe 
Steel tees average price... 2» 9 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted “ -~ 2 
Compound girders se 
Stanchions cs oe » 62 
Compound stanchions ... = sie $0 65 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... * 7 
__ Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock } in. diam., and upwards was Ay: bee ne 39 
tin. diam. ae a as ... per ton extra 3 
+ in. do. ... ‘ dere regs 2 
$ in. do. A 2 
3 in. do. ~ 1 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


MILD STEEL TUBES ; 7 
List prices and following discounts : 


1954 
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Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
a A — 3345 
asB + 53% Light -+201% se | AQAS * 
ClasC + 213° seal +273% Malleable List 393% +35 A 
ae, om ¥ 
ass A — 234% ; ; a7 
ClassB — 134° Light + 83% Malleable List — 394% 
ClasC — 1}°% Heavy + 16% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Sto; 
Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. 3/1 2/9 /10 
34 in. 3/44 3/- /10 
4 in. 4/4 3/4 1/2 
4} in. 4/9 3/8 1/5 
5 in. ss : 5/4 4/1 1/7 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. : “e ee 4/- 3/7 /u 
34 in. 4/54 3/7 1/2 
4 in. 4/103 3/8 1/6 
4} in. 5/4 4/4 1/8 
5 in. nih A 5/94 4/11 1/11 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths ‘ aa Pipe Bends Branches. 
2 in. icin See 6/4 3/4 4/9 
23 in. 6/7 3/8 6/7 
3 in. 7/5 4/8 7/1 
34 in. 8/43 5/7 8/5 
4 in. ee es ae 9/84 6/9 9/11 
L.C.C. CoaTep Soi Pipes 
2 in. oes es wee 7/54 5/9 7/- 
23 in. 7/104 6/4 8/8 
3 in. 8/10 7/- 10/5 
34 in. 9/11 8/8 12/1 
4 in. 11/34 9/9 14/3 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and 


soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 


only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74% an¢ 


tonnage allowance. 


4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends _ Branches 
4 in. to a 20/1 13/10 24/5 
6 in. : = 9 43 29 10 28/10 49/11 
AsBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 123 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. ' 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in 4 in. 
Pipes 6/ft. lengths _ per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes os = each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... na 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse ,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 43 in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/il 
do. 62n. doe.  ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
AssBesTos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS ; 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends «>  €ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends... /10 fll 1/- 1/2 
Angles... see a 2/11 3/ 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... ae Bee 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/1 
Union Clips Ss a 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
AsBesTOs HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS i 
3 in. 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0} = 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends wee each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends anes /9 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles... os os 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles... ae 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips ae 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—Continued. 


lron—Staffordshire ae eacneats cay 
Mild Steel Bars a 
Mild Steel Hoops 
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Per ton basis 
in London 


£ s ¢ 
39 10 O 
37 8 0 
38 3 0 


“Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Sa. 

Soft sheets C.R. and C. ~ — 

20 gauge kes 45 12 6 

24 gauge 46 17 6 

26 gauge ree 48 17 6 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge aus 52 17 0 

24 gauge 5417 0 

26 gauge 57 12 0 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and nag in 

20 gauge : 53 17 0 

24 gauge 5517 0 

26 gauge ee aac oe 12 

Metal Windows. —Standard “Metal | Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on 


application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


All per doz. din. fin. lin. 1fin. lgin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks <p 
head for iron 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron 90/- 129/- 
Screw down stop cocks for iron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead. 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union dau lead to 
iron ; sts 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 = 132/- 
lfdin. 1in. 2in. 3 in. 3% in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws 27/- yy 48/- 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves Pe 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
‘Ik x 6 1b. ig x6. 2x Ti. 3 x TH. 
Lead P. trap with “— pemanens 
screws 57/- 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder &. &. 
Plumbers’ per lb. Z 0 
Tinmen’s as 7 
Blow pipe a 3 9 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 o on n the basic price of 265 d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 

ii 
Zin. X 19 gauge ... <n ese : 
gin. x 19 ,, aca Aes coe §=—- 108 
hin X18 . 83 
l}in. x 18 ,, 84 
Igin. x 18 ,, eas aaa sas 8} 
2 in. % YW 93 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic ae 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras 

Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards 
do. 12 gauge do. 

Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras é 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and veiiaaie 
Lead Water Pipe incoils .. 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
do. over 4 in. dia. 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 


5 cwt. and under 1 ton 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced "specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Aliowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on 7 
do. White do. do. 

Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 

Blue Lias Lime in 6 ton loads $s 


Hydrated Lime do. 

Lump Lime do. 

White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads : a 
Hair. 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite . 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 os and over in one seated 
Delivered site 


d. 

Total per lb. 38} 

9 so «OE 

” 9» 354 

99 ; 343 

2 ’ 34% 

2» » 36% 

, £ si. '@, 
perton 284 0 0 
percwt. 613 0 
Ss 611 0 
per lb. 1 94 
& s. d 

perton 121 5 0O 
122 10 0 

« 124 0 0 

pei 126 0 O 

a 124 0 0 
per cwt. z 0 
ss 4 0 

Re 6 0 
per ton 7 3 
ae 711 0 
zs A 

a 714 3 
es 6 $5 6 

pe § $ 0 

ne 418 6 
pe 10 0 9 

a $35 6 

- 2 iG 2 
per cwt 417 6 
per yd a3 








PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area 


Ceiling Distemper aaa <es ate per cwt. 
Washable Distemper dea a m 
Gloss Paint per gal. 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) | - percwt. 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILs. 

Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 a lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, | cwt. keg a per cwt. 


Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ... oie ro 


Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra... ... per gal. 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. = gee a 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine — (5 gal.) Drums extra ae = 
do. (40 gal. drum) do. ea na 
Solignum, Reine (5 gal. cans), Exterior aaa ” 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . aus %» 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per lb. 
White Lining Paper “ per piece 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ies «.. per gal 
Oak Pale Copal do. aA ie an mi 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside sae wen <r rt 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. aaa <a ea es 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. nae ads én me 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... aaa ads adi a 
Front Door Varnish = wae sas ase a 
Japan Gold Size... eis aes oe ae a 
Black Japan xe ae ae ste pee ss 
Brunswick Black ... ae ad ax — a 
Berlin Black 1 poe saa a3 po e 
Terebene ee ‘a des “a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) wa ies = a 
French and Brush Polish (do.) eee a 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ” eee 
260Z. 5 . os 7 =) 
32 OZ. ” ” ” »” ” 
+ in. Rolled Plate ‘ 
¥# in. and } in. Rough Cast axa oe ada 
$ in. —— Rolled and Cathedral, ‘Standard patterns : 
ite ee eine oe Set sae 
do. Standard Tints ... ase ne 
do. Special Tints . ore waa Pre ans ~ 
$in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and ne eg =< 2é6 


din. Wired Cast . 
tin. Georgian Wired Cast 


— Glass Blocks— 


P.B.2 5% X 5} X 3} in. 
P.B.3 7i X 73x 3{ in. 
P.B.32 7} x 73x 3$ in. 


Radiused Corner Blocks to match w up with— 
P.B.2 : 2 , Re 


3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. ~~ s 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
re) ” ” sup. ... 
sup. 


5 ft. 
45 ft. 
cori ae s rit 100 ft. sup. ona 
3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one _ or 135 in. 
both ways = oe ela 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto” 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto. 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


” ” ” ” 


WN eth 


NAN 
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a. & 
12 0 
12 0 
13 0 
a. @ 
09 
18 O 
3 6 
9 0 
9 0 
12 6 
13 0 
5 63 
4 9 
6 6 
ZAG 
' 6 
1 4 
10 6 
13 0 
15 6 
13 0 
0 6 
8 0 
15 6 
8 0 
5 u 
0 0 
5 0 
5 0 
0 0 
13 0 


Per ft. super 
£<¢@ 


Ne 


© 
re) 
Cow NNODT NNK 


UARWP AKHN SENM eee 


who 
wr 


~ 


an 


Oeuvres 
2 
ta] 
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The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and ons 


pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum. 

Description of Glass quantity. 
18 oz. sheet O. - aaa oe dad ee 
24 oz. ,, coer saa Pee aaa .. 2,000 
Bs = a cal ack 2,000 
, 2,000 
rY Be "Rolled Plate 1,000 


4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White : 1,000 
din. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... 1 
fx in. and } in. Rolled Plate or wanes Cast . 2 
tin. Wired Cast, Hexagonal -  2'000 
in. Georgian Wired Cast ae oa, 


1 


Per ft. super. 
s. 


104 


Ot 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 



















































































































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, 
DD EEAVOR .ci00ceseccncsecenseseee A : NOOR ack sce secescsccccccd A 
Aberdare .. ae Grade Classification. A Al A2 \ A3 Seowsinnry M.B. . ne 
Abergavenny Sr Craftsmen ... ce pos 3/74 3/7 3/6} 3/6 ittingbourne ...... ain 
oo reli ae —. .. . 2. I. am Skegness UD. svnn-nAl 
Addlestone .. A Sleaford U.D. ... “MD 

Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. . 
Aldeburgh ........ A2 MEY scasssshiestsesosstenoe er A2 Felixstowe ......... scoceeniedeae — ++ A2 MOURD _ svensnsseree vv Al 
Aldershot District .. si . Smethwick C.B. woah 
Alfreton U.D % Burnham-on-Crouch .. Filey U.D. ......ccccccccsceceee A | Luton ,.........eee A aeetieliains 
at aa MRCS, case oces cagesbaasscassin A Fleetwood ae “cs (Devon) -A2 Somerset, County of . A2 
gbeseshou . Bi ’ OOF cisses 

Aitinchain r Burton-on-Trent C.B. ......A RES cescces coi wee A Macclesfield ...... i Southampton 
reas ae BOE ccvakcauonvvsuscoceestssssente A Folkestone .. AZ Maidenhead .... Al Southend-on-Sea Dist...” A 
yoo newegg “er wed St. Edmunds .. Al Frinton ..... Al Maidstone .... Al Southport o. 
y eoecoee nage ee Te ri REN RGORNS St ciss osc scnnseos Al Maltby ........ oe South Shicids CB... ~—- 
Autlover ...... KD | Byfleet cssssesseseeseeneeeerees Al Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Maldon (Essex) ... Al Spalding U.D. ...... “AD 
Ardingly ... ..A2 Calder Valley .....ccccssssssees A Gateshead  ........ssseeeeeerees A Malvern U.D.... Al Stafford M.B... ck 
Arundel . ..A2 Cambridge ....... ee Gillingham (Kent). Al Manchester ..... oA Staines ........... A 
OS EIR A2 Cannock U.D. . csc GIOSSOP os. eseeeeseseeeeeeeeres A Manningtree .... Al Stamford M.B. Al 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury sn Gloucester . Mansfield M.B. oA Stantonwick soll 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A «ES ERR ee eae ee Gloucestershi March .....seee00+ -A2 Stevenage ..... oil 
Ashford (Kent).......... a Cardiganshire, County of tO Godalming MERTIERED oscveses cescacaascanced A2 Stockport ....... ey 
Ashford (Middlesex) TS IS BEE A Goole M.B A Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. call 
PUM ccc sscccsbvsnessnes Carmarthenshire,Cnty of {A2 Gosport ......... vA MaryPoft .........seeeeeeeeeerees A Stockton-on-Tees A 
ES eae Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of +A3 Grantham M.B. uA Matlock U.D. . Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B. y 
Ashton-under-Lyne A RORaN RONEN os cnceuabacsesssnnounean Gravesend  .......sssseeseseeees A Melksham ... we A2 Stoke Orchard ... 1 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford = Great Yarmouth ............2++ A Melton Constable -A2 Stourbridge M.B. A 
—— R.D. (partsof) A Caterham ..........+« mee Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A a Mowbray Al Stourport U.D aa 
Aylesbu A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith ar Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 rthyf ....... A SR WIAEKEE < <nscsccanescsises Al 
Aylesby orks) Charmy Down ...... cnc Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Ayl Chatham & District ......... Al Guilsborough....... . Al Middleton ..... A cones WBATICE. sc cceced A 

Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.........A Guiseley ......... oA Middlewich ..... A Sunningdal i 
Bakewell Chelmsford ......... ee Halesowen M.B. A Milford Haven ........... Al Sutton Coldficid M.B. A 
ome Cheltenham .... aet/ alifax ........ Mc oe ectbcco || SUAIERAIE osss0ss<accsscveseel A2 
Marnail Castis UD ‘ Chepstow ... Al Halstead Morley ......ccccccccecees eS Swanage .... Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. ......... Chertsey . ey Haresfield .. Mundesley . -A2 Swansea ... eS 
BRGBICY> codesscosenc--o me re eS REESE E Nantwich . A Swindon ...... Al 
Barrow-in-Furness - Chesterfield M.B. A ee See ne eee A Swinton U-D. .... cA 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D.... A Harrogate Newark-on-Trent R.D Al Tamworth M.B. . aie 

(exc. Thrussington A2)... Chester-le-Street U A Hartlepool Newbury ........sseseeees -A2 Tenterden ...... A2 
Barry r : IEEE cov viccsscesavanpeeva ia Harwich Newcastle-on-Tyne ... Tewkesbury ...... Al 
Basford neamanctadne Chippenham (inc. Haslemere .. Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... Thames Haven x 

by-on-the-Wolds A2) A ham Within and Harden- Hastings ....... New Forest District ......... 1 Thetford ...........- “AQ 
Beengstoke es Al Huish 2.2... seeeeeeeeeeeeeees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .. ee Newmarket ........ vs Thorpe Bay .. a“ 
ae ek Chorley soo Haywards Heath ............A2 Newport, Mon. : Thurrock U.D.C. Area .....A 
Batley ....... mer < Clacton ... Al Hemel Hempstead ............ A Newport Pagnell ,, North of, to Billericay A 
Baxterley ad Cleethorpes . soe A Henley-on-Thames cose Newton Abbot ... Tilbury A 
Beaconsheld & District. “Al Clevedon Al RPPENOTN  -cocicsCesscsskech es A2 Northallerton Dist. : Todmorden sa 
Beamis rec a Cleveleys .... cone Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B.. A Tonbridge ... AL 
Bearl SUNEETA | Clitheroe ....... A RIGEHOUBAY, «.scsescessunceseses A2 North Shields....... A | Torquay ...... wy 
Bearpark % Coalville U.D. ...... A Hertford ...... A Norton Radstock ... Al Totnes ...... “Al 
Beccles A2 Cobham (Surrey)... A Hexham U.D......cc0«« or DNOTWIOR scscsscaccons ae Trowbridge ........ A2 
Bedale R.D... A — eeeeee 7 Heysham seescesenes oe ok Motwinghem CB. a vA Tunbridge Wells .. we 
Bedford A OINE oss eseeee ve ig 'ycombe . Al uneaton fibesies aus Tynemouth C.B. ...... ma 

; Colwyn. Bay .. Al Highworth ....... eosin : 

—— on Congleton ..... .Al Hinckley U.D. uA = —_ —_ Aton ma | ge ~/-? 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A | Consett ...... vA | Hitchin sooo A | Ongar s.r -) aoe 
Wed inee AID). ..c.nsecsecooseeocss. A COMWAY oo. .seeeesseeeeeneeeeees Al Hoddesdon A Onnstict ; ke Wakefield — ......ceee0 i canneeee A 
Belton .......... mr Cornwall, County of...... $A2 Horley ....... oul Ossett and Horbury . ner Wallsend B. .... eA 
Berkhamsted re Coventry C.B. ......cccscscseees A Horsham ee 1 ee ‘A Walsall C.B. . wa 
Berrington ........ es Cranbrook ..... mes: Horwich  ....0.«. A eed oa “Al Walsden ........+« ies soc 
Berwick District. EN Cranleigh  ........+. +-A2 Huddersfield ote eX 2 Walton-on-Naze Al 
Beverley Sa abheat or Crawley (Sussex) . AZ BIE cncccccesccsee om Paignton Al WATE ..ccocccccccccesees oA 
ee is et ari dee eee eX neem ? “A2 Peterborough = <a Warminster A? 
Biggleswade ..... A2 Cromer .. Al Huntingdon (Staffs) ......... A ‘ ” 0 Al Warrington .... A 
Billericay "A Crowborough A2 Ilkley Ke PICKCTING:  6.06sse0cseee As Warwick M.B. .... ih 
— wa poo i ~~ “eae a 1 oe --A | Wellington U.D. ... vA 
Billingham U.D. A Dalton-in-Furness ............A BGGWALL cS scssesonasenctsscessn A Pontypridd District ........A bas (Norfolk) . -A2 
SE Sea, A Darlington District ............A Isle of Sheppey . see ese oat eluent Welwyn soeseess pans vA 
Birchington »A2 Darwen sseeesse mae Isle of Thanet.......scssesseees A2 rnd hen .......A elwyn Gar, City -.........0A 
Birkenhead ...........2+s002++5+ * Al ..ccccrccceeee --A2 Isle of Wight .... ooeA2 oon West Bromwich C.B. me 

mae CB x Portsmouth .........+4+ ooh WUSSEUIIEY  4..ccocascesss AZ 
oo coe Se ae Denbici eee ” a Jarrow M.B. .....s000 paaweeesA Port Talbot .. week Wastelivon:Sea u...........ck 
Bishop's ae ies we Keighley .........s00 os keisaktns A Preston ..... A Westerham .......... Al 
Bispham A | Devon, County of GAZ | Kendat acc cccsse “A | Pudsey ..... tlt lw... 
maatain ae Deady may Kenilworth U.D. i Pulborough..........cceccorceces A2 Weybridge A 
Blackpool... A Didcot (eH pend M.B. <7 Radnorshire, County of “ eee 

SYNSHAM  .....0.000000 Ramsgate ...cccccccccccccecces A 2S: re e 
ie UD. rae ey Kidderminster M.B. .........A | Rayleigh ..... “A | Whitstable and District ...A2 
Ritiworth ......... x Dorking King’s Lyn ......ssereeresees Al Reading ..... aoe HORTOTD cscccccccsocccsoncssenss 
Blyth .......... N Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell ssn Redcar B.  ...cs. re Widnes ..... 
aaa 4 + } Kingsteignton osos ehh ee Ag > eer A Wigan. .. 

Bognor Regis .. 2 ing Poole, Swanage and : 
Boldon U.D. A Wimborne Al) A2 Kirkham .......cc-ccoess eA Redhill and Reigate ......... A Wigton ...... 
Bolsover U.D. . wer ye aS pa ake Mca i! A2 Knaresborough U.D..........A RIPON: aesecssiscosssens ..A3 Willington 
Bolton ........0 mee TAG WHICOUET. .<<..5<ccevescice wey Knowle .......ccecceee Al Rochdale ee’ Wilmslow .....+.+++++ 
Sear HANA: «5050055080000 1 Driffield U.D. .... sil Lancaster ........... A Rochester ... Al Wilts. County of 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. . Al Leamington M. B. A Rotherham .... vA Winchester ........ 
SRPMCRIAEN  ssccsscoveceessecosest Dudley M.B. ...... A’ | Leatherhead ..... A Rugby MB. .....44. vA Windermere ........+. 
eee ep Dunstable... mary See A Saffron Walden ........ ..A2 Windsor and Eton . 
Bradioed-cn- -Avon se PuthATA CHY. s.s00rcsesereenses A Leicester C. .B. vs A St. Albans ....... in canoe seeeeeeeeeeenees 

PRERPOD once sccsocesssnccnsts ighton uzzar Al St. Helens .. we AM. .eseeeseceeee 
Breconshire, County of.. “SA Eastbourne | .....;.... Al eer Ave Al St. Neots......... .A2 Woking (District) .. “ 
Brent Knoll A2 E. Glam. & Mon. Val.... seecees A A2 Salisbury City A2 Wokingham ..........ssese09 
“nis Ae ea 7% East Grinstead District...A2 Ley eid MB. ae, Salisbury Plain... A2 Wolverhampton C.B. ......A 
Bridlington .... ak se seag oo U.D....... ° Lincoln C.B. ..... mys Sawbridgeworth re er Woodbridge ....+.02+--++000" A2 
Brierfield . ant Wi ples Oe aati e oman o2 Littlehampton A2 Saxmundham  ..... A2 | Worcester C.B. veel 
Brighouse . A a Bevesbonans oe Liverpool ....... * Scarborough ey Workington i 
Brighton Wes A peo gemne ts orn sne>s oe Llandudno . Al Scunthorpe .... ey * Worksop M.B nie 

istol Epping » steed A lanell Worthing ... woA2 
Bristol .... a Exet a Lianelly  ccccens A MEIOY —savceses onal - A 
Broadstairs 2 MOEEE ccccncsovenssoensensesoeses BORG | scece * Sevenoaks ... Al Wrexham (incl. ; 
cermenove a <a Fakenham .A2 Long Eaton ....... A Sheerness sae Wroughton 

° ae a Falmouth .A2 Loughborough M.B.. A Sheffield .... ae Wylam .......++6 

Broashtce (Cheshire) ...... A Fareham .... we RG BAB. ccgessee «AZ Shipley .......... vos Wymondham .. - 
REE © cuconbscnns duibaboness A FAVE .cccsccsccccossseesen A2 ROE kccncskcscoscevaceces A Shoeburyness .............0000. A YOTK © ccccccccccccccccccccccccees 














* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 84d- 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. ¢ Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
“WoMEN’s RATES.—In all! districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 
other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page. 320 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Leak in Flat Roof 


Q.—One room at my house had a flat 
roof, approximately 14 ft. by 14 ft., with a 
prick parapet on two sides. The roof itself 
js covered with asphalt. 

For some years the roof has been leaking 
at the junction of the asphalt and the para- 

t. The asphalt had become cracked, and 
the mortar in the brickwork was in a bad 
state. I have recently had the parapets re- 
built, and zinc flashing inserted at the junc- 
tion of roof and parapet, but unfortunately 
the roof is now leaking at the points in- 
dicated in the sketch [not shown]. The work 
that has been done has been done well, but 
it seems to me that something further is 
required to make the roof weatherproof. 

Js there a compound or solution that can 
be painted or sprayed on, perhaps one that 
does not crack under extremes of heat and 
cold? I may add that the roof junctions face 
south and get the full heat of the sun in 
a partially sheltered position. 

K. E. R. 


A.—From the information given, it would 
seem that there are two possible causes for 
the failure and it may well be that the less 
obvious is the root of the trouble, that 
is, the parapet wall rather than the roof. It 
would have been interesting to know for 
how long the roof appeared to be sound. 
and the nature of the weather it passed 
through during the period from the apparent 
soundness to the present faulty state. 

Since the inquirer has suggested that 
it is the roof at fault, perhaps it is 
reasonable to consider this aspect first. From 
the sketch supplied it would appear that 
the zinc flashing turns into the brickwork 
against the parapet, and into the asphalt at 
roof level with the cement rendering covering 
right over the brickwork and the zinc flash- 
ing. If my interpretation is correct then 
perhaps there is no need to look further for 
the trouble since I fail to see how this could 
possibly keep the water out. The reason 
for stating this is that it is impossible to form 
a key between zinc and asphalt and zinc and 
cement rendering, thus cracks must appear 
and in due course will allow water to pass 
up between the two materials. 

Fig. 1 shows the more generally accepted 
practice, and it may be the roof is con- 
structed in a similar manner. If this is 
found to be so then I feel that more atten- 
tion must be given to the construction of 
the parapet. 

Cement rendering in itself is not sufficient 
Protection against damp penetration of a 
parapet wall. In point of fact it can often 
be a contributory cause rather than its pre- 
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vention. Minute cracks will often appear 
in the rendering which allows water to creep 
through which has great difficulty in escap- 
ing to be dried off by natural air currents, 
and by reason of the warmth of the interior 
of a building is drawn into the room. The 
ceiling being the warmest part of the room 
and the nearest possible point of entry, it 
is not surprising that it gives the suggestion 
of the actual roof being at fault. 

Fig. 2 shows a suggested treatment to the 
parapet which would serve to prevent damp- 
ness entering the building and at the same 
time give protection to the parapet, an aspect 
of construction that must not be overlooked. 
As for protection against the sun, some pro- 
tection may be obtained by covering the 
surface with a layer of shingle. Again. ea 
more effective method is for a “ white 
spar” to be pressed into the top coat before 
the asphalt has completely cooled. I hesi- 
tate to recommend a temporary means of 
repair for so often they can lead to ultimate 
greater expense. Many of. the roofing 
mastics offered are injurious to the rock 
asphalt, having the effect of making the 
asphalt spongy and soft. Cracks may be 
kneaded together by pressing together with 
a wooden tool after gentle heating with a 
blowlamp. This is not to be recommended 
but may get one out of trouble for a short 
while. 

H. ©. B. 


Cracks in Plaster-Board Ceiling 


Q.—The ceilings of my house consist of 
plaster on plaster boards, and are rather 
badly cracked. These cracks are, of course, 
filled in when decorations take place, but 
after a few months most of the fillings have 
dropped out, leaving matters as bad as 
before. 

The kitchen is most badly affected, and 1 
am wondering whether there is any form of 
plastic paint which, if applied to the ceiling, 
would last for a reasonable time, say three 
or four years. Or would you advise a cover- 
ing of stout paper with an application of 


paint? Local decorators seem very 
undecided on the points I have raised. 
G. FEE. 


A.—One of the advantages of a plaster- 
board ceiling is that they seldom crack in 
themselves, but will crack at the joints if the 
joint has been incorrectly made. Having 
finished a ceiling with incorrectly made 
joints it is very difficult for the cracks which 
appear to be filled satisfactorily, hence the 
condition of the filling dropping out soon 
after it has been inserted. 

If my assumption is correct, that the 
cracks appearing are, in fact, the joints of 
the two sheets of plaster board, then it is 
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See Inquiry on ‘‘ Leak in Flat Roof.” 
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reasonable to suppose that the number of 
such cracks is not excessive and, therefore, 
an attempt might be made to correct the 
fault as indicated in (a). If the cracks are 
numerous then I would suggest (b) as the 
possible solution to the problem, 

(a) Cut out the plaster about 1 in. on 
either side of the crack and right back to 
the plaster board. Mix a small quantity of 
“thistle” or other similar plaster and after 
thoroughly wetting the prepared surface 
apply it to this surface, and while still work- 
able press into the plaster a scrim canvas, 
working it back as tight as possible to the 
plaster board. The remaining groove or 
channel is then filled with plaster and 
finished flush with the ceiling as shown in 
Fig. 1. 

plaster filling 








plaster 
board 
piaster—_ plaster 
(cut back to finish 
form key)? |ecrim set in plaster 
FIG. | 


(b) Cut out the cracks, making sure that 
in doing so a key is formed by undercutting 
each side of the crack. Thoroughly clean 
out all loose particles and wet, work plaster 
tight into cracks and finish off flush. Too 
often one finds that when cracks are 
scratched out an inverted “V” is formed 
with the result that, after filling, any move- 
ment will almost certainly result in the 
filling falling out. 

If such treatment has been tried, that is 
the cracks have been thoroughly keyed, then 
I would suggest that your correspondent 
proceeds as in (b), but follows the treatment 
by lining the ceiling with a “ linen-backed ” 
lining paper. Such treatment allows for any 
form of decoration, though experience has 
shown that greater service of the lining 
paper may be expected if it is: painted; in 
point of fact it is very doubtful if the ceiling 
would require any further treatment other 
than the painting at the usual intervals. 

HH. O. D. 


Ball Valves on Cisterns and Tanks 


With reference to the question and answer 
on this subject in The Builder of January 1, 
your readers may be interested in the 
following :— 

The water in this district (Salisbury, Wilts) 
is drawn from wells in the chalk hills, and 
is subjected to chlorination during at least 
part of the year. Seatings on ball valves 
suffer as experienced by querist, in particular 
by fissures creeping across the face of the 
seating, causing dripping on an increasing 
scale. A cure for this trouble has been 
found by taking out the valve, grinding down 
the seating until it is free of all pitting, 
and so on, then treating the clean surface 
with a non-corrosive soldering flux, and 
heating the whole until fine solder can be 
run on to the seating. With care, enough 
solder can be run so that it takes up an 
even surface with a semi-circular cross- 
section, against which the washer engages. 

Valves so treated have given no further 
trouble, apart from infrequent renewal of 
washers due to general wear. 

F. ROBERTSON. 


Human Relations in Industry 

The programme of courses in “ Human 
Relations in Industry and Commerce,” which 
are to be held this year at the Roffey Park 
Institute, Horsham, Sussex, has now been 
published. Particulars can be obtained from 
the Education Officer at the Institute. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Development Plans 


The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has approved with modifications 


the development plans for the County 
Boroughs of Dewsbury, Preston and 
Gloucester. 
Appointment 


Mr. Sidney Frank Codd, chief housing 
assistant in the Town Clerk’s Department 
at Sheffield. has been appointed deputy 
housing manager there, and took up the 
post on February 1. He succeeds Mr. Albert 
Brealey, who retired on January 29. 


Refitted Fireplaces 


After three outbreaks of fire in recent 
weeks in Hereford council houses and 
emergency action to re-install about 30 fire- 
places, residents have called for an investiga- 
tion and an inquiry to be held. All the fires 
occurred under the floorboards close to thé 
grates. 


Office Conversion 


Ramsgate TC have given their approval 
to a £25,000 scheme for converting a block 
of the Regency buildings, Royal - crescent, 
into municipal offices, and have decided to 
invite tenders from seven local firms. The 
scheme is subject to the approval of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 


American Air Base 


About 800 American soldiers, members of 
the Special Category Army of the Air Force, 
are due to arrive at the RAF base of Holme 
on Spalding Moor. They will rebuild and 
construct a new air base for themselves there, 
in co-operation with British construction 
firms. The men will come from Bishop’s 
Stortford (Herts) and will be in occupation 
by April 1. 


Week-end Course 


The first week-end course for building 
craft teachers to be held in Yorkshire since 
the war is to take place at Unstone Grange, 
Dronfield, Sheffield, from March 5 to 7. It 
has been arranged by the Yorkshire Council 
for Further Education, in association with 
the Yorkshire Educational Association for 
the Building Industry. The course will cover 
building technique, craft theory, the organi- 
sation of courses and workship practice. 


Health Centre 


A health centre in Hull’s large Bilton 
Grange Estate which will have five doctors’ 
suites and facilities for dental treatment, 
school health services, general practitioners’ 
dental services and maternity and child 
welfare is envisaged, and a deputation from 
Hull is to go to the Ministry of Health to 
hasten its realisation. It will be the first 
centre of its kind in the city, and will cater 
for 10,000 to 12,000 people. 


Open Week 


An open week is to be held by the Depart- 
ments of Building and Architecture of 
Norwich City College and Art School from 
February 16 to 20 at their premises in 
Ipswich-road and St. George-street. The aim 
is to give the general public an opportunity 
to see the work of the departments, and 
lectures and films will be given on building 
subjects. Prizes and awards for the 1952-53 
session will be distributed on February 16 
by Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, FIOB, senior 
vice-president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. 
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Timber in Buildings 

Dr. H. E. Desch, FRICS, is to repeat his 
one-week timber course at Oxford from 
April 5 to 10, assembling as usual on the 
evening before the commencing date. The 
courses have, for some time, been attended 
by architects, surveyors and builders, as well 
as members of the timber trade, and, in con- 
sequence, the time-table has been amended 
to deal more particularly with timber and 
its utilisation in buildings. Particulars from 
Dr. Desch at 11, Haymarket, London, SW1 
(Tel.: Trafalgar 5123). 


School Appointment 


Applications are invited by February % 
for the post of Vice-Principal and Head of 
Department of Architecture, Building, Str. 
tural] Engineering and Surveying at the LO¢ 
Hammersmith School of Building and Ary 
and Crafts. Salary £1,315, rising to £1,465 
plus London allowance. Details are adver. 
tised elsewhere in this issue. 


Town Hall Controversy 

A petition against the proposal to build 
new town hall for Bebington (Wirral) has 
been signed by 6,000 residents and handed 
to the Mayor, while copies are being sent to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Gover. 
ment. It has been stated that buckets and 
tubs have been used to catch wate: coming 
through the roof of the present council 
offices, and the first stage of the proposed 
work, it is estimated, will cost £56,000. Rate. 
payers claim that the rates are too high 
as it is. 


IQS Activities 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, 98. 
Gloucester-place, W1, have announced that 
over 500 candidates. will be sitting for the 
examinations from March 1 to 5, at centres 
at home and overseas. The 1953-54 Year 
Book thas now been issued by the Institute, 
and can be obtained from their offices. 


A dinner-dance was held by the East 
Anglian Branch of the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors at the Arlington Rooms, Norwich, 
on January 22. Amongst the guests were 
the. Deputy Lord Mayor of Norwich, Mr. 
C. E. Sutton, and Mrs. Sutton, and the Presi- 
dent of the Norfolk and Norwich Associa- 
tion of Architects, Mr. R. O. Bond. Repre- 


Wage Claims 

While the buiiding trade employee justif- 
ably seeks a good standard of living, the 
further wage claims with which the industry 
is faced may well injure the flow of business 
in general jobbing repair and maintenance, 


senting the Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers was Mr. R. E. Carter. 
the President, and Mrs. Carter. The chair- 
man of the branch, Mr. C. E. Smart, said 
that this was the first social function of the 
branch but that it was hoped to make it 
an annual event. 


A meeting, in Bristol on January 27, of 


This opinion was expressed by Mr. K. L. G, 
Warne, chairman of the National Council of 
the Federation of Master Builders, at the 
annual dinner of the Cardiff branch on 
February 5. Mr. Warne felt that this would 
result in a lower standard of property 
maintenance, and perhaps some unemploy- 
ment in the industry itself. 


the West of England Branch of the IQS was 
addressed by the president, Mr. H. V. Mace, 
on “Examination Essentials.” Mr. Mace a ps 
dealt first with examination technique in Splicing Wire Ropes 
general, and later went on to deal with the A process involving an automatic method 
Institute’s examination system. At the next of splicing wire rope is now being carried 
meeting it is hoped that Mr. H. T. Burke out by Maritime Stores, Ltd., Liverpool, 
will talk on “Contractual Claims under the who will undertake to carry out urgent 
RIBA Form of Contract.” orders within 24 hours. The advantage of 
this method of splicing is understood to be 
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4 the absence of any wire-ends which may cut 
hands, and the fact that it can be used on 
wire rope from 1 in. to 5 in. in circumfer- 
ence. The safe working load can be stamped 

the ferrules. When tested at the 


on 
New leaflets On Sheffield Testing House and the National 


Physical Laboratories at Teddington, both 


wires and splices stood above standard 
HAVE you copies in your reference 


breaking strain 
file of the latest leaflets showing 


the range and applications of KING bettered. This view was expressed by 
Sliding Door Gear? From the Viscount Alexander at the preview of the 
lightest domestic installations to — i The a ya = c 
: ondon on February 4. The film, produce 
ok fences eee for William Mason and Son, Ltd., Leeds, 
. : depicts the story of Masonite, its manufac- 
need. Get the details —write for ture and installation. The various production 
your copy. processes necessary to give the panelling its 
finish are shown in full detail, as well as 
scenes of the operatives at work. Of par 
ticular interest to architects will be the many 
illustrations of the manner in which Mason- 
ite has been employed in the modernisation 
of refreshment rooms, restaurants and rail- 
way coaches. Shop fitting, and the quality 
panelling of public rooms on ocean liners, 
including the SS ‘“ Samaria,” are also shown 
as among the uses of the product. Copies of 
the film will be despatched to many coun- 
tries abroad with the object of expanding 
the export trade. 
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Industrial Film 


As a medium for salesmanship at the point 
of sale, and for supplying information to the 
buyer, the sound film could hardly be 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


P.G.C. (Southampton), Ltd. (526531.) Regd. Dec. 
4, bldrs. and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
H. A. Permain, 134, Kingsway, Chandlersford, Hants. 

Lecrange, Ltd. (526544). Regd. Dec. 4, mnfrs. of 
bldg. and constructional materials, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dirs.: R. M. Greg and H. E. B. Gundry, 
Grange, Honiton, Devon. 

Pirbright Estates, Ltd. (526848.) Regd. Dec. 12, 
Connaught-rd., Brookwood, Surrey, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: T. J. Clifford, 
Dalston, Clarence-ave., Woking. 

H. M. Gifford & Son, Ltd. (526884.) Regd. Dec. 
14, 7, Hilltop-la., Chaldon, Caterham, Surrey, bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: H. M. 
Gifford, 39, Chaldon-rd., Caterham. 

J. Bill, Ltd. (526888.) Regd. Dec. 14, 135, High- 
st., Wollaston, Stourbridge, bldrs. and bldg. con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: S. Porter, 
61, High-st., Brierley Hill. 

John A. Mills & Sons, Ltd. (526907.) Regd. Dec. 
15, Wet Rake Corner, Oldham-rd., Rochdale, plumbers 
and heating engrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: J. A. 
Mills and Clara Mills, 19, Buersill-ave., Rochdale. 

James Thorpe & Son, Ltd. (526919.) Regd. Dec. 
15, joiners. carpenters, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: G. Thorpe, 723, Manchester Old-rd., Middleton, 
nr. Manchester. 

S. S. Donald, Ltd. (526922). Regd. Dec. 15, bldg.. 
draining, dredging, digging, fencing, levelling and 
site-clearing contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dirs.: S. S. Donald and Alison B. Donald, The Forge, 
Berden. nr. Bishops Stortford. 


Burgh Construction Co., Ltd. (526931.) Regd. 
Dec. 16, civil and construction engrs., bldg. con- 
tractors, metal and alloy workers, etc. Nom. cap.: 


£10,000. Dir.: L. R. Grantham, The Poplars, Brans- 
ton. Lincs. 

Highways Estate (Builders), Ltd. (526939.) Regd. 
Dec. 16. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Sub.: W. H. Hammond, 
3, The Spinney, Stanmore, Middx. 

R. E. Choles, Ltd. (526982.) Reged. Dec. 17. bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. R. E. Choles and Kathleen 


A. Choles, both of ‘‘ Hedges,’’ High-rd., North 
Weald, Essex. 
George Hail & Son (Joiners and Builders), Ltd. 


(526969.) Regd. Dec. 17, 241. Skeffineton-rd., Preston, 
Lancs., joiner. Nom. cap.: £2,100. Dir.: G. Hall, 75, 
Cromwell-rd., Ribbleton, Preston. 

Smith & Nephew Engineering, Ltd. (527020.) 
Regd. Dec. 18, 42. Tavistock-sq., WC1, mech. elec., 
genl.. civil and consulting engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. Sub.: G. R. D. Lambert, 9, Northcott-ave., 
Wood Green, N22. 

Unit-Air. Ltd. (526990.) Regd. Dec. 17, heating 
and ventilating, air conditioning and fire protection 
experts and advisers. etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. _Dir.: 
W. Worthington, 766, Stockport-rd., Bredbury, Stock- 
port. 

J. R. Nunn & Sons, Ltd. (527006.) Regd. Dec. 18. 
73, Church-st., Kingsbridge. S. Devon, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: J. R. Nunn, 82, Church- 
st.. Kingsbridge. 

Trench Excavations, Ltd. (527022.) Regd. Dec. 18, 
17, College-rd., Harrow, Middx., excavating, trench- 
ing, draining, dredging. digging, levelling and site 


clearing contractors. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: 
D. M. Lapraik and Mrs. E. S_ Lapraik. 10, The 
Heichts, Northolt Park, Greenford, Middx. 

Wheeler and McGaughey, Ltd. (527026.) Reed. 
Dec. 18. Dibgate, Lower Green, Pembury, Kent, 


mnfrs. of breeze blocks, precast and reinforced con- 
crete, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: F. A. Wheeler, 
Dibeate. Lower Green, Pembury. Kent. 

Kilnex Building Co., Ltd. (527028.) Regd. Dec. 18. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Subs.: Jean Herbert and Claire 
Moore, 128, Albany-st.. NWI. 

J. S. Chinn & Co., Ltd. (527058.) Regd. Dec. 19, 
Bayton-rd., Exhall, Coventry, sheet metal workers, 
panel beaters, engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. Dir.: 
J. S. Chinn, 263, Lutterworth-rd., Nuneaton. 

Leonard Jenman, Ltd. (527060.) Regd. Dec. 19, 
bldrs., bldg. and public works contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: K. L. Jenman and Mrs. L. 
Jenman, Willow Cottage, Third-ave., Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Sussex. 

P. G. Cox & Co., Ltd. (527069.) Regd. Dec. 19, 
Old Towcester-rd., Northampton, bldrs. and contrac- 
tors, etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dir.: P. G. Cox, 
50. Holdenby-rd.. Kingsthorpe. Northampton. 

Pearce and Barker, Ltd. (527113.) Regd. Dec. 21, 
71, Leagrave-rd., Luton, Beds, bldrs.. bricklayers, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: O. G. Pearce and 
Rachel L. Pearce, The Retreat. Luton-rd.. Harpenden. 

P. J. Beeston, Ltd. (527114.) Read. Dec. 21, 17, 
Brighton-st., Coventry, Warwicks, bldrs., bldg. and 
public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £750. Dir.: 
P. J. Beeston, 148, Roland-ave., Coventry. 

Basildon Builders, Ltd. (527127.) Regd. Dec. 22. 
bldrs. and civil engrs. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: J. F. 
Rolski, Brightside, Balmoral-rd., Basildon, 
F. G. Scrace (Worthing), Ltd. (527179.) 
Dec. 22, 6, Liverpool-ter., Worthing, bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2.000.  Dir.: 
Scrace, The Retreat, Sea-la., Ferring. Sussex. 


Essex. 
Read. 
bldg. 

F. -G. 


B.R.C. Engineering Co., Ltd. (527181.) Regd. 
Dec. 22, Lichfield-rd., Stafford, reinforced concrete 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: P. C. Hall, 


Longford Hall, Newport, Salop. 

R. A. Hunt (Weston), Ltd. _(527215.)_ Regd. Dec. 
23, Midland Bank-chbrs., High-st., Weston-suner-. 
Mare, bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: 
R. A. Hunt, 5, Byron-rd., Weston-super-Mare. 
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The demonstration native hut partly erected, showing the specially designed aluminium 
roof and steel supports. 


PREFABS FOR AFRICANS 
Aluminium Safety Roof 


A PROTOTYPE of a new prefabricated home 
for Africans is now being exhibited at 
Feltham, Middlesex, by Booth and Co. 
(England), Ltd., St. James’s-street, London. 
For .the traditional kraal or rondavel, the 
African hut of mud and wattle, the com- 
pany have designed a roof of aluminium 
panels, manufactured for them in Ayrshire, 
Scotland. 

The new roof is claimed to be almost 
everlasting, pest free, simply erected, and to 
give an overhang which helps to keep tropi- 
cal rains off the walls, thus increasing their 
life. The roof is erected first and the walls 
can be completed with the natives protected 
from sun and rain. It is said that, should 
the walls begin to crumble, due either to 
the elements or through misuse, the roof 
will remain intact and the cost of repairs 
be greatly reduced. 

The roof is of 14 swg aluminium or 18 








A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no small 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property owners’ every- 
where. 






Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
® 46/25 


gauge galvanised steel constructed in 18 or 22 
separate panels, and supported by nine or 
11 light cold-rolled steel channels. These 
uprights are bracketed for bolting to the 
inside of the roof and penetrate 1 ft. 6 in. 
into the ground where there is a crosspiece 
to give them greater stability. The walls are 
built up enclosing these supports. 

The walls of the Feltham demonstration 
hut consist of stabilised soil blocks, each 4 in. 
by 12 in. and 6 in. thick, and made of a 20:1 
mixture of soil and cement. These are 
manufactured by a machine made by Winget, 
Ltd., and greatly improve the construction 
of a native hut. These machines are already 
being used in East and West Africa. 

Even when the bricks are not available in 
Africa, the aluminium roof can still be used. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Canada——The Premier of Ontario, Mr. 
Frost, has announced the approval of plans 
to build an $84m. cancer research centre in 
Toronto. It will be operated by the Ontario 
Cancer Research Institute, and construction 
is to start immediately with the building of 
an electric power unit, after which contracts 
will be let for the main building. Com- 
pletion is expected in 1956. Most of the 
cost will come from the province, but the 
Federal Government is to provide more than 
$ilm. The Premier’s office has indicated 
that some of the equipment might come from 
Britain. 

Iraq.—The Iraqi Development Board has 
now agreed in principle to the need for a 
new port at Qasr as an alternative port to 
Basra. The Basra Port Directorate has been 
requested to produce a preliminary report on 
the project. An interesting point is that 
various Government Departments including 
Health, Education, Social Affairs and Com- 
munications have been authorised by the 
Development Board to spend a sum amount- 
ing to £2}m. on buildings. A new company 
has been formed to build a soft drinks fac- 
tory at Mosul. Cost will be about £100,000. 

The Iraqi National Insurance Company 
after consultation with the Ministry of 
Finance has decided to participate in the 
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construction of a first-class hotel at Bagdad. 
It is estimated the cost will be in the region 
of £3m. The company which will handle 
the enterprise has not yet been floated nor 
have the final plans for the construction of 
the hotel been decided upon. 

The Ministry of Economics has submitted 
proposals to the Development Board con- 
cerning schemes for various Departments of 
the Ministry. Over £2m. has been allocated 
for a 5-year programime for artesian wells. 
Another £2m. is to be allocated for the con- 
struction of various scientific laboratories, 
and of cold storage and packing stations for 
dates. Three tanneries are also to be con- 
structed as well as tobacco warehouses in 
10 townships in Northern Iraq. 

A paper industry is also to be set up by 
the Food and Agricultural Organisation and 
this envisages the erection of several factories 
in the Basra region. 

The Minister of Health is preparing a 5- 
year plan for his Ministry to cost £8m. It 
is believed that one of the proposals of this 
plan will be the setting up of an independent 
drug centre in each province to carry one 
year’s requirements of essential drugs. 


Pakistan—Plans appear to be well 
advanced for the establishment of a new 
fishing harbour at Karachi, Pakistan. 
Foreign Operations Administration has con- 
tributed a considerable sum of money 
towards the scheme. The harbour is to con- 
tain a refrigeration plant, cold storage, a 
research laboratory, full berthing and land- 
ing facilities. _A new cement and a large 
fertiliser factory is to be built at Daud-Khel. 
Both factories are being sponsored by the 
Pakistan Industrjal Finance Corporation. 

The Planning Commission which has been 
meeting to consider several projects has now 
released information regarding its plans. It 
is to set up an iron and steel industry in West 
Pakistan which will mean building of several 
factories and rolling mills. The Ganges- 
Kobadek is to be proceeded with and the 
Upper Sind Barrage is to be started. 

After much delay work on the Karnafuli 
hydro-electric project has started again. The 
Central Government has allocated funds for 
roads leading to the project as well as for 
the site camp and main works. 


Turkey—The Electrical Undertakings 
Department of the Turkish Ministry of 
Public Works is reported to be studying the 
Possible erection of a hydro-electric plant 
with a capacity of 7,500 kw, on the Ikizdere 
river near Rize on the coast of the Black 
Sea. It is estimated that the plant, trans- 
formers and power lines to Rize and the 
neighbouring town of Trabzon will cost 
about £1m, 





Canadian Trade Fair 


Taylor Woodrow (Building Export), Ltd., 
have stated that the Arcon Group is actively 
engaged at the present time in the develop- 
ment of a number of structures designed to 
meet the requirements of the Canadian 
market, following the return last autumn of 
the Group’s mission which visited a number 
of important centres in the course of a 6,000 
miles tour. On the basis of the vast amount 
of information obtained, research into 
various designs is well advanced, but it was 
felt that there was too little time before the 
1954 Canadian Trade Fair to have anything 
ready to meet with complete confidence the 
highly specialised requirements of Canadian 
needs and climatic conditions. The Group 
would have liked to take part in the display 
and is anxious to avoid Creating any 
impression of lack of interest. 


THE BUILDER 
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Scotland’s Housing Record 


OUSES completed in Scotland last year 
totalled 39,548, over 8,000 more than 
in 1952, and over 13,000 more than in any 
previous single year since records began to 
be kept. The 1953 figure of completions 
has been reached by the erection of 4,426 
houses in December, itself a record for any 
month. In 1952, 30,947 houses were com- 
pleted; the previous best building year was 
in 1938, when the figure was 26,473. 

These figures emerge from the quarterly 
housing return of the Department of Health 
for Scotland, published on February 5 by 
HMSO, price 1s. 

The number of new permanent houses 
built in Scotland under the post-war pro- 
gramme now stands at 184,320. In addition, 
32,176 temporary houses have been erected, 
and 6,472 permanent dwellings have been 
provided by conversion and adaptation of 
existing buildings, bringing the grand total 
to 222,968. 





Home Ownership 

“WHEN IT IS ESSENTIAL to spend less and 
to save more it is impossible to exaggerate 
the good effects of the building societies’ 
activities in society,” said the EARL OF HoME, 
Minister of State for Scotland, at the annual 
dinner of the Scottish Amicable Building 
Society on February 5. “To encourage 
people to save is good. To encourage them 
to save to own their own homes is better. 

“In some areas,” he said, “the back of 
the housing problem is being broken, and 
if we can continue by modern methods and 
smooth organisation of materials to produce 
at the rate of 40,000 houses a year, 150,000 
people will find new homes annually. That 
is a substantial contribution to the happiness 
of the Scottish people.” 


Sutherland’s Housing Policy 


CONCERNED at the growing deficit in their 
housing account and at the prospect of 
having to increase their rates by 1s. 1d. in 
the £1, Sutherland Finance Committee at 
Lairg have recently decided to embark upon 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING re rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of | For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
Ss: ¢. 
Ist. es 2 o« vas 39 10} 
2nd 33} 53 2 
3rd 50 79 9 
4th . 664 106 4 
Sth 715 119 74 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) ve ee ne 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 2 104 











a programme of new building that would 
not involve them in a long period of borrow- 
ing. If there was a demand in certain areas 
for traditional houses, it was proposed that 
one contractor would be asked to tender for 
the work with a guarantee that the houses 
would be revenue-producing within a year. 

It was remitted to the housing and sites 
sub-committee to find where the more 
clamant demands were, and to submit a pro- 
gramme direct to the county council. 

The convener, Mr. G. GRANT, said that 
for the time being they would have to aban- 
don their former practice of building houses 
“in twos and fours and sixes” all over the 
county. There had been “intolerable” 
delays in building with the result that the 
council had been involved in paying interest 
on loans and getting no revenue in the way 
of rent. 

Mr. Grant said that the council would 
have to consider acquiring semi-derelict 
houses which were dotted along the main 
streets of some of the villages. With the 
grants at their disposal, these houses might 
be reconditioned and used for old folk and 
spinsters. At present people were going into 
council houses which were often well away 
from the villages, and their former homes 
were allowed to become derelict and an eye- 
sore. They must preserve the amenities of 
the village. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Argylishire.—CC to erect new houses at a Glen- 
daruel site. The architect is W. R. Tocher, County 
Offices, Cowal Hotel, Victoria-promenade, Dunoon. 

Blantyre.—Plans prepared and approved for exten- 
sions and alterations to ‘the Central Garage, for C. 
Harper & Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., Blantyre. 

Cleland.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
concrete precasting building, etc., to be erected at 
Main-st., by Pope & Co., Ltd., 63, Main-st., Cleland. 

Coalburn.—Consent granted by Lanarkshire CC for 
the erection of 48 houses at the Viewpark housing site 
for the Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., for 
which the architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Crawford.—Lanarkshire CC to erect new police 
station and houses, for which plans are to be prepared 
by Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. 

Dumfries.—Forty-five houses are to be built at a 
cost of £73,320 by Town Council as the first develop- 
ment of their new scheme on the Summerhill estate. 
Plans have been approved by Dean of Guild Court 
for the new houses to front Terregles-st. and Terregles- 


rd. 

East Kilbride.—Consent granted by Lanarkshire CC 
for the erection of 70 houses at Mains housing site 
(East 11), for which the architect is Frank Scott (L), 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

East Kilbride.—Consent granted by Lanarkshire CC 
for the erection of 134 houses at the Mains housing 
site (West 1), for which the architect is Frank Scott 
(L), Torrence House, East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for a new 
Catholic church for the Archdiocese of Glasgow, which 
is to be erected at Rapland-rd., Pollock housing estate. 
The architect is Alexander MacAnally (F), 175, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Gl -—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
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tions at St. Andrews-dr., for which the architect is 
John Allison, Rylees, Penilee, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Sisters of Bon 
Secours de Paris for alterations and additions at 
Mansionhouse-rd., Langside, for which the architects 
are Whyte & Nicol (F), 31, North Frederick-st., 
Glasgow . , 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Mathew Wylie & Co., 
Ltd., for alterations and additions at Milnpark-st., for 
which the architects are John Keppie & Henderson & 
J. L. Gleave (F&A), 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Harthill.—Plans to be prepared for new buildings 
for Messrs. MacAllister, which are to be erected at 
The Cross-roads, for which the architects are T. J. & 
w. J. Dykes, Cadzow Bridge, Hamilton. 


The Builder = 


THE BUILDER 


Hawick.—Plans in hand for new Church of Scotland 
hall-church to be erected at an est. cost of £17,000 at 
the Bankfoot housing site. The architects are P. J. 
Alison & Hobkirk (F), 45, Bridge-st., Hawick. 

Inverness-shire.—CC have plans in hand for 12 
houses to be erected at an est. cost of £11,585 at the 
Dalneigh housing site. The architect is Alexander 
Cullen (F), County-bldgs., Inverness. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new sampler 
and testing department at the Clyde Iron Works, 
Tollcross, by the staff architects of Colville, Ltd., 195, 
West George-st., Glasgow. 

Montrose.—Sketch plans for a new fire station at 
Montrose have been approved by Angus District Fire 
Area Committee at Dundee. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 15. 

*+Barnsley CBC.—Extensions to Mining and Tech- 
nical College, first instalment. Director of Education. 
FEBRUARY 17. 

*+East Suffolk CC.—Two flats for Midwives, Kes- 
grave, near Ipswich. County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by March 10. ; ; ‘ 
*+Hants Police Authority.—Police house with office 
and garage at Whitchurch, near Andover. County A. 

Dep. £1 Is. 
FEBRUARY 18. 

*;Northampton CBC.—21 houses and 8 flats at 
Eastfield. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tender by March 8. 

*+Southampton CBC.—Annexe to Millbrook (Green- 


la.) schools. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by 
March 15. ; 
*+Southampton CBC.—Annexe to Bevois Town 


Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by March 15. 
FEBRUARY 19. 

*+Birmingham City C.—20 dwellings at Slade-la. 
(West Side), Yardley Wood, contract 338A; 17 dwell- 
ings at Metchley Grange estate, Harborne, contract 
No. 343; 15 flats at Edenbridge-rd., Hall Green, con- 
tract No. 344. City A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
Tenders by March 22. 

*tIpswich CBC.—20 houses and 20 bungalows on 
Maidenhall estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 25. 


School. 


*+Newcastle-under-Lyme BC.—School, Crackley 
Bank. BE&S, Lancaster-bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by March 15. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

*i+East Sussex CC.—Herstmonceux CE_ school. 
County A, Lewes. Tenders by March 26. 

*+East Sussex CC.—Fire station at Battle. County 


A. Tenders by March 26. 

*tEast Sussex CC.—Cuckfield county secondary 
school. County A. Tenders by March 26. 

*+Middlesbrough CBC.—({a) Middle Beck No. 2 
county secondary school, Ormesby-rd., including site 
works; (b) Longlands county college, Douglas-st., and 
site works. Director of Education. Dep. £5 5s. each 
project. Tenders by March 19. 

*tOxfordshire CC.—Secondary modern school for 
girls, Easington, Banbury. County A, Park End-st. 
Offices, Oxford. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—30 maisonettes at St. Thomas- 
td., E16, contract 157. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 22. 

*+Beds Standing Joint Com.—Police houses, Poding- 
ton, Eversholt and Kempston. County A., Bedford. 

*+Peterlee Dev. Corpn.—Five shops and flats at 
Chapel Hill. A. Williams, Genl. Mgr., Shotton Hall, 
Castle Eden, Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 24. 

*tNorfolk EC.—Laboratory, secondary modern 
school, Melton Constable, and branch library, St. 
William’s-way, Thorpe St. Andrew. Chief Education 
Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

: . FEBRUARY 25. 

*tBillericay UDC.—Park Café, Lake Meadows re- 

creation ground. §S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 26. 

Chatteris UDC.—Ten bungalows and site works at 
Westbourne-cl. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Luton BC.—119 houses at Ramridge estate. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 1. 

Barrow-in-Furness TC.—107 dwellings on Abbots- 
mead housing estate (section 2). BE&S. ep. £2 2s. 

*tDerby CBC.—Two shops and 2 flats, Enfield-rd., 
Mackworth estate; 6 shops and 6 flats, Drayton-ave., 

ackworth estate. Boro’ A, Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by April 7 





*Haverhill UDC.—Eight flats and two shops, with 


outbuildings and garages in Beech-gr. 
housing estate. J. Myers, LRIBA, High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
Norton RDC.—12 houses at Rillington. R. Clayton, 


architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 5. 
*Rugby BC.—180 dwellings on Abbotts Farm 
housing estate, section I. BS. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 6. 

*Barnet UDC.—Sports pavilion at Grange Playing 
Fields, Ridgeview-cl. E&S. 

Rothwell UDC.—Ten houses at Wood-la. R. Eas- 
dale & Son, architects, County-chbrs., Bradley-st., 
Castleford. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8. 

*Berkshire CC.—Classrooms, etc., Tilehurst Calcot 
primary school. County A, Wilton House, Parkside- 
rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

Camborne Water Co.—About ,_5 miles mains in 
Leedstown-Townshend area of Kerrier. G. Osmand, 
ACGI, AMICE, Trevemper Lodge, Trevemper Bridge, 
Newquay. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Dartford BC.—86 dwellings and 8 garages as part 
of Scheme 6 on Temple Hill neighbourhood unit. BS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*East Riding of Yorks CC.—Alterations at (a) Filey 
police station, and (b) Hessle police station. County 
A, Beverley. Dep. £2 each case. 

*Holywell UDC.—28 houses at Meadowville estate. 
E&S. Dep. £2. 

*Mansfield BC.—Seven bungalows at Bull Farm, 
contract No. 28. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Factory building (stage 1) 
at Municipal Airport, Rochford. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 9. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—24 houses at West Howe 

estate, contract WH24 (2nd); 12 flats at West Howe 


estate, contract WH12. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each 
contract. 
MARCH 10. 
*Luton BC.—Wm. Austin proposed school. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 12. 
*Morley BC.—12 bungalows, Garden MHouse-la. 


estate extension, Tingley, and wall and gates, Gelderd- 
rd., Gildersome. Housing Director, National Pro- 
vincial Bank-chbrs., Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*North Riding EC.—Secondary modern school at 
Eastfield, Scarborough. F. Barraclough, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

*Sutton and Cheam BC.—Greenhouses and central 
heating, in two stages. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 16. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—12 houses at Kinson estate, 

contract RG24. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
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Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
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MARCH 19. 

*Stourbridge BC.—146 dwellings at Pedmore Fields 
estate; pair of shops with flats over at Wollaston Farm 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 22. 
*Haydock UDC.—38 houses on Church-rd. site. R. 


Main, AIAS, Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 29. 
*Erith BC.—Civil Defence report and control centre. 
BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. 
NO DATE. 


*Royal Tunbridge Wells Corpn.—30 houses on Sher- 
wood estate, contract 9. BS. ep. £2 2s. 

*Stroud RDC.—13 dwellings at Middle Yard, Kings 
Stanley. G. Gadsden, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
*+Essex CC.—Alterations to sanitary accommoda- 
tion at Great Waltham CE primary school. County A. 
*+Southampton CBC.—War damage repairs and 
external redecorations to St. John’s School (French-st.). 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by March 10. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—S (Materials). 
*Luton BC.—Structural steelwork to assembly hall 
at W. Austin proposed school. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 26. 
Lancaster City C.—TC (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Bootle CBC.—Composition flooring, plastering and 
roof tiling to 29 dwellings at Netherton estate. BS. 
Brighouse BC.—BE (Materials). 
Irlam UDC.—E&S (Materials). 
Maidstone BC.—BS (Materials). 
MARCH 1. 
Leeds City C.—TC (Materials). 
Newark BC.—BS (Materials). 


MARCH 3. 
*Chester-le-Street RDC.—S (Materials). 


*Finchley' BC.—New entrance gates, Finchley 
football club, Summers-la., N12. BE&S, 294/6, 
Regents Park-rd., N3. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 6. 

Bedfordshire CC.—County S (Materials). 

MARCH 11. 

*Preston CBC.—Central heating and hot and cold 
water systems at Alston Hall College of FE, Long- 
ridge. BE&S. Dep. .£2 2s. 

' MARCH 15. 

*East Riding of Yorks. CC.—Electrical services at 

proposed Borough County secondary school. County 


A, Beverley. 
y MARCH 20. 
Swinton and Pendlebury BC.—BE&S (Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 26. 

+Horsham RDC.—About 1,200 yds. sewers, mains, 
two pumping stations and sewage disposal works. 
Howard Humphreys and Sons, engineers, 191, Vic- 
toria-st.. Westminster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 2. 

*St. Ives RDC.—Main drainage of Somersham. 
Howard Humphreys and Sons, engineers, 191, Vic- 
toria-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
March 4. 

West Kesteven RDC.—About 2,000 yds. pipes at 
Skillington. Elliott and Brown, engineers, Stanley 
House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 2. 

St. Helens CBC.—Making up of ten streets in the 

Robina-rd. area. B&WE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 4. 

Merton and Morden UDC.—Widening Morden-rd., 
including the Bridge over the Merton Abbey line. 
E&S, Morden Hall, SW19. 

MARCH 5. 

Richmond (Yorks) BC.—Main drainage and sewage 
disposal scheme. BS, Corporation Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 6, 

Horncastle RDC.—No. 1, extensions to Coningsby 
sewage works; No. 2, about 2,100 yds. and 1,500 yds. 
sewers, mains, ejector stations, etc., at Wragby. John 
Haiste and Partners, engineers, 4, Queen-sq., Wood- 

house-la., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

Market Bosworth RDC.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works in the Parish of Desford. Pick, Everard, 
Keay and Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leices- 


ter. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 8. 

*Holywell UDC.—Road, sewerage and water mains. 
E&S. Dep. £2. 

Lexden and Winstree RDC.—Main laying at Great 
Tey and Aldham. Elliot and Brown, engineers, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 12. 

Slough BC.—Execution of works of surface-water 
drainage. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wellington (Salop) RDC.—About 7,330 yds. sewers, 
600 yds. sewers, 240 yds. effluent pipe, 1,270 yds. 
mains, three pumping stations and a sewage disposal 
works. A. Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birming- 
ham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 15. 

Norwich City C.—Construction of roads and sewers 

on the Heartsease estate. City E, City Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Camberwell.— Appoint MENT.—Bldg. Dev. Com. have 
appointed Reynolds and Young, quantity surveyors, 
329, High Holborn, WC], as quantity surveyors in 
connection with the scheme for the development of 
housing site No. 48 at Camberwell-gr. 

Camberwell.—SMALL Sir—E DEVELOPMENT.+-The erec- 
tion of 54 flats on a further seven small sites in the 
borough is proposed by Bldg. Dev. Com. Plans 
were prepared by Director of Housing and Boro’ A. 

Camberwell. — REDEVELOPMENT. — Stage 1 TP 
approval has been given by LCC to BC’s proposals 
for the redevelopment of a large area in the vicinity 
of Astley-st./Rowcross-st. Director of Housing and 
Boro’ A is negotiating with Wates, Ltd., bldrs., 1258, 
London-rd., SW16, by which the contractors may 
prepare layout schemes and typical floor plans for 
approval by BC. 

Camberwell.—REFERENCE LiBRARY.—Library Com. 
Propose that the site comprising about 21,970 sq. ft. 
at the corner of Oakhurst-gr. and East Dulwich-rd. 
should be compulsorily purchased by BC for the 
erection of a reference library. 

City.—OrFice BuitpING.—Work has begun on 
clearing the site for erecting Watling House, a build- 
ing 88 ft. high to be completed at the end of next 
year on an island site almost opposite Cannon-st. 
station, EC, for the Salters’ Company. The architects 
are Easton and Robertson, FF.RIBA, 53, Bedford-sq., 
WCI1, and Sir William Holford, MA.FRIBA, is the 
consultant. The quantity surveyors are Grimwade and 
Ainsley, 5, Victoria-st., SW1. There will be 80;000 sq. 
ft. of floor space and an underground car park. 

Croydon.—ScHooL.—EC recommend that the pro- 
posed new Norbury Manor secondary girls’ school 
should be erected on the 9.9 acres of the North Surrey 
Golf Course reserved for such purposes by the Corpn., 
and that the present secondary school building in 
Stanford-rd. be adapted to be wholly a boys’ school. 

Croydon.—Factory.—The erection of a factory at 
No. 85, Gloucester-rd. as proposed by J. Chapman, 
351, Purley-way, Croydon, has been given TP approval. 

Croydon.—WarEHOUSE.—Proposals by G. Gordon 
(Surrey), Ltd., 219, St. John-st., Clerkenwell, EC1, 
for the erection of a warehouse at the rear of Nos. 
454-456, London-rd. have been granted TP consent. 

Croydon.—Factory.—TP approval has been given 
to proposals by Thomas Pay & Sons, 51-55, Deptford 
Church-st., SE8, for the erection of a factory at 
Vulcan-way. 

Croydon.—HouseEs.—The erection of four houses at 
corner of Brookside-way and Bywood-ave. has been 
Proposed by S. O. Connor, 37, Orchard-rise, Shirley. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. propose the 
acquisition for housing purposes of 1.35 acres of land 
in Kingsdown-ave. 

Croydon.—INDUSTRIAL EstaTE.—Corpn. are recom- 
mended to lease an acre of land on the new Adding- 
ton industrial estate to Louis Newmark, Ltd., Croydon, 
subject to the submission of detailed plans for 
approval. 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by W. Rice, 30, Biddulph-rd., 
South Croydon, for the erection of five houses with 
garages on the site of Nos. 100-108, Blenheim Park-rd. 

Croydon.—DweELLinGs.—The erection of five dwell- 
ings and six garages on the site of ‘‘ Woodmans,’’ 10, 
Elgin-rd., has been proposed by E. Holbrook & Son 
(Croydon), Ltd., 72, Lower Addiscombe-rd., and TP 
consent has been given. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—Proposals by B. Utting, 10, 
Gracefield-gdns., Streatham, SWI16, for the erection 
of 12 houses and garages at the site of Nos. 26-48, 
Heatherset-gdns. have been granted TP permission. 

Croydon.—RECONSTRUCTION.—By-law consent has 
been given to proposals by Kerrys (G.B.), Ltd., 
Wharton-rd., Stratford, providing for the rebuilding 
of their office and warehouse at No. 468, London-rd.. 
West Thornton. 

Ealing.—AssemBLy Hatt.—Middlesex EC recom- 
mend the provision of an assembly hall at Grange 
secondary girls’ school, at estimated cost £6,650. 

Hendon.—Porice Fiats.—BC have approved an 
application from the Metropolitan Police for consent 
to the erection of a 10-storey block of flats on the 
west site of Finchley-rd., Childs Hill Ward. 

Hendon.—Laporatories.—An application by the 
Dunlop RubberCo., Ltd., St. James House, St. James’s- 
st., SW1, for the provision of laboratories at ‘‘ Semtex 
House,’’ The Broadway, NW9, on behalf of Semtex. 
i oary Works, NW9, have been approved by 


Hendon.—Houses.—BE&S has approved the erec- 
tion of four houses on the site of No. 29, Sunning- 
fields-rd., NW4, as proposed by Dodds and White, on 
behalf of Glyntown Estates, Ltd. 

Hendon.—PrivatE RESIDENCES.—Approval has 
been given by BE&S to proposals by W. Thorpe. 
FRICS, 135, The Broadway, NW7, for the erection of 
23 private residences at Wise-la., NW7. 

_ Heston and Isleworth.—SpeciaL ScHOoL.—The erec- 
tion of the Heston and Isleworth day special school 
for the deaf at Vicarage Farm-rd., at an estimated 
cost of £51,590, is recommended by Middlesex EC. 
The school will accommodate 80 pupils, and is planned 
to allow later extensions of four classrooms for an 
additional 40 pupils. 

isham.—MatIsonETTES.—LCC has granted TP 
consent to proposals by Pearsons, surveyors, 189, Stan- 
stead-rd., SE23, for the erection of four maisonettes 
on the site of Nos. 1-9, Ewart-rd. 

Lewisham.—Hovuses.—Proposals have been made by 
W. K. Shuttlewood, architect, 230, Burrage-rd., SE18, 
for the erection of five houses and ten garages on the 
site of No. 27, Lawrie Park-ave., corner of Lawrie 
Park-gdns. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association have 
announced that, following changes in the market 
prices of metals, basis prices have been increased 
as from midnight, February 3, as follows:— 


Increased by Basis Price 
if 


per lb. per 

Copper tubes id. 26d. 
Brass_ tubes me ig: 213d. 
Brazed brass tubes ey, 4d. 33d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 324d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 4d. 343d. 

Increased by 

per Ib. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules .. 4d. 
Copper-nickel ferrules 70/30 .. + je 











Lewisham.—Estate Layout.—BC has found no ob- 
jection to the revised layout submitted by LCC for 
the new streets at the Downham Estate Extension. 
Bromley Hill. 

Lewisham.—Sit—E DEVELOPMENT.—The sites of Nos. 
47-53, Granville Park and Nos. 5-13, Walerand-rd. are 
to be developed by BC for housing purposes, 

Lewisham.—HousInc.—MH&LG have given loan 
sanction to BC for the borrowing of £66,274 for the 
erection of eight houses, eight flats and 16 maisonettes 
at Comerford-rd., Brockley-rd. and Whitbread-rd.; 
£133,495 for the erection of eight houses, 39 flats, 16 
maisonettes and 10 garages at Lewisham Park; and 
£137,915 for the erection of 10 houses, 48 flats, 12 
maisonettes and 17 garages at Peak Hill. Plans were 
prepared by Boro’ A. 

Lewisham.—CREMATORIUM.—BC are recommended 
to approve the erection of a crematorium at Hither 
Green Cemetery, Verdant-la., SE6, at estimated cost 
£64,372, in accordance with plans prepared bv Boro’ 
A. O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Adelaide House, London 
Bridge. EC4, has been appointed as quantity sur- 
veyor for the scheme, and Ministry approval is being 
sought. 

Lewisham.—SHops AND FLats.—TP permission has 
been granted to proposals by Ardin and Robbins. 
AA.RIBA, 129, Mount-st., W1, for the erection of 
two shops with three flats above on the site of Nos. 
286-292, Sangley-rd. 

Lewisham.—CuurcH.—The erection of a new 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorside-rd. pro- 
posed by L. A. Butterfield, ARIBA, 44a, Addiscombe- 
rd., Croydon, has been given TP consent. 

Lewisham.—EstaTE Layout.—LCC TP permission 
has been given to a proposed layout submitted by 
Beckenham BC for the new roads at the ‘‘ Chulsa ”’ 
estate on the sites of Nos. 28-30 and Nos. 1 to 9 (odd), 
Border-cres. 

St. Marylebone.—SortInc OFFIcE.—Post Office pro- 
pose to build a western district sorting office on a 
site bounded by Rathbone-pl. and Newman-st., WI. 
Plans have been prepared by MoW Architect’s Dept. 
A new underground station will eventually be built to 
handle mails passing through the building. 

Tottenham. — SCHOOL ApDITIONS. — Recommend- 
ations have been made by Middlesex EC for the erec- 
tion of an art and biology block in two storeys at 
Parkhurst secondary school at estimated cost £7.450. 

Walthamstow.—SitE AcQuIsITION.—MH&LG have 
confirmed the compulsory purchase by BC of Hoe-st./ 
Church-hill site for the erection of flats. 

Walthamstow.—APppominTMENTS.—BC have approved 
the appointment of C. E. Ball & Partners, Dilke 
House. Malet-st.. WC1, as quantity surveyors for the 
erection of 24 flats at Wadham-ave.: 24 flats and 
conversions at Wood-st. and Clock House: the Hoe- 
st./Church-hill redevelopment scheme; and The Drive 
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(stage 2): BC has also approved the appointment of 
Mr. F. G. Cox, FRICS, 18, Broomhill-rd., Woodford, 
as quantity surveyor for the erection of 6 flats gt 
Forest-rd./Clifford-rd. site; 30 flats at Greenlea‘-rd.; 
10 flats at Brookfield estate; and 4 flats at Bedford-rd./ 
Forest-rd. 


Walthamstow.—HousiNG DEVELOPMENT.—A scheme 
submitted by Boro’ A, E&S for the development of 
the following sites has been approved by BC: 2 flats 
at site adjoining No. 28, Chaucer-rd.; 18 flats at south 
side of Brookfield-ave.; and 30 flats and 2 houses at 
The Drive (stage 2). Boro’ A is to submit reviseg 
proposals for the deyelopment of a site in Fyfield-rd, 
and ‘* Normanhurst,’’ Falmouth-ave. 

Walthamstow.—Sit—E DEVELOPMENT.—-MH&LG has 
approved the removal of a further 5 temporary bunga. 
lows in Blackhorse-rd. to permit development by 
Warner Estate, Ltd., Howarden-rd., E17, 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abergele-—UDC approved layout for 182 houses 
and to first stage of 22 houses. . 

Barnsley.—-TC approved plans, alterations to Metho- 
dist Church at Pitt-st., for the trustees. Public-house 
at Carlton-rd. for Clarksons Old Brewery (Barnsley), 
Ltd. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC approved plans for 
shops and flats at corner South-view/The Green for 
J. Nicholson, ‘* Rockcliffe,’’ Fairfield-ave., Stockton, 
UDC allocated further 100 houses for 1954 to main- 
tain continuity of building. 

Blyth.—TIC approved plans by Percy L. Browne, 
Son and Harding, Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for proposed hote! in Brierley-rd, 
—Northern (N and C) Coal Board, Newcastle, to erect 
administrative block, locomotive shed and weighbridge 
at Bebside coal disposal point. f 

Brierley Hill—UDC propose erection of Town Hal) 
as Stage 3 of proposed Civic Centre 

British Railways (Eastern Region).—Improvements 
under Eastern Region New Works _Programme 
authorised by British Transport Commission, esti- 
mated cost more than £650,000. They include a new 
central stores depot at Peterborough, by adaptation of 
wagon sheet factory of 45,000 sq. ft. area; reconstruc- 
tion of trimming shop and carriage store at Stratford 
carriage works; replacement of viaduct over River 
Blackwater at Wickham Bishops; new vehicle repair 
shop at Hexthorpe sidings, Doncaster; additional lava- 
tory and messroom facilities at Staveley (Barrow Hill) 
motive power depot. i : 

Chorley.—RDC approved erection of following 
houses in 1954: 20 at Coppull, 15 at Whittle-le-Woods 
and 15 at Anderton and Heath Charnock. 

Darlington.—TC seek loan sanction £75,423 for 
erection of 56 houses at Firth Moor. 

Darlington.—EC submitting to M of E sketch plans 
for first stage of proposed new college for further edu- 
cation. First stage, cost £63,750, will be included im 
1954-55 building programme. Boro’ A, E. A. Torn 
bohm, Central-bldgs., Darlington. : 

Darwen.—BC seek Min. approval for erection of 
flats: Approved plans, extensions to Premier Mill 
for Industrial Mill Co.. Ltd.—Extensions at Sough- 
td. Works for North of England Lard Refinery. 

Eston.—UDC to negotiate contracts with A. 
Mohan for erection of 10 houses at Redcar-rd., G. W. 
Miles for 10 houses at Redcar-rd.. R. C. Ayres for 
8 houses at Redcar-rd., and with Fulton Bros. for 14 
houses in Redcar-rd. 

Gateshead.—EC to submit plans to M of E for erec- 
tion of nursery school at Lobley Hill to accommodate 
80 children. BE, G. F. Winters. 

Lanes.—EC received Min. approval for transfer of 
following schools from 1954/5 to 1953/4 programme: 
Kirkby South Cty. Inf. and Jun. Sch.; Kirkby St. 
Laurence’s RC Sch., Phase 2; and Middleton Langley 
County (No. 2), Phase 2.—EC approved following 
plans and estimates: Stretford Great Stone Cty. Sec. 
Sch., £101,018 est.; Worsley Mount Skip Cty. Sec. 
Sch., £137,950 est.; Ashton under Lyne Hartshead 
Cty. Sec. Sch., £137,950 est. 

Leicester.—Sherriff & Co. (1943), Ltd., Barkby-la., 
Leicester, propose to develop a site near Spencefield- 
la. for 800 houses. Plans include sites for church, 
school and shopping centre, 

Manchester.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose follow- 
ing schemes in 1954/5 programme:—Ward for | 
patients at Lancaster Moor Hosp., Lancaster; erection 
of a villa unit for 50 mental defectives at Royal 
Albert Hosp., Lancaster. 

Middlesbrough.—Corp. Housing Com. approved 
plans by BE, J. A. Kenyon, for erection of 850 
houses and flats on Pallister Park housing site. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—W. Stockdale, 78, Howard-st., 
North Shields, has prepared plans for the reinstate- 
ment and rebuilding after fire of premises in Clayton- 
st. West, Newcastle-on-Tyne, belonging to Howards 
(Newcastle), Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, have had plans approved 
for a public-house in Sackville-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E. Com. will shortly invite 
tenders for a school at Fawdon for 280 scholars at at 
estimated cost of £46.208. G. Kenyon, City A, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle.’ 

Northumberland.—CC to consider tenders for 
modernisation of Middle Lodge. Kirkley Hall, near 


Ponteland. County A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: i 
Richmond (Yorks).—TC propose to build 196 


houses on Cutpurse estate, and Ministry has given 
approval for first 20. Plans by BS. 

Salop.—EC propose erection of infants’ school at 
Albrighton. 

Seaham.—UDC Surveyor, A. M. Smith, prepared 
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for 30 acres of land south-west of Park- 
Seaham.—Durham CC to erect another 
4 police houses in Stockton-rd. 2 

Sedgefield. —R DC propose to build a central bus 
gation. Plans by the surveyor, J. Tarran, Council 
Offices, Sedgefield, Co. Durham. 


layout plan 
side estate, 


Shotley Bridge (Co. Durham).—A. Bolton & Co., 
colliery engineers, Shotley Bridge, seeking a site of 
about 30,000 sq. ft. for erection of new factory. 

South Shields.—Plans approved for _ licensed 
remises at River-dr. for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Architects, T. A. Page, Son and 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields—G. R. Smith & 
Ptners., Charlotte-ter., South Shields, prepared lay- 
out plans for 42 houses and 3 shops on Sunniside 
estate for Sir R. Chapman-Peel and Clouston, builders, 
Tyne Dock, South Shields, to erect 8 houses on 
Sunniside estate. TC seek loan sanction £73,000 for 
erection of buildings in Boldon-la. to accommodate 
clinic, ¢ommunity hall, clubrooms, branch library, 
depot offices and flats—M_ of E approved additions 
to South Shields Grammar-Technical School at £41,757 
for EC.—M of E also approved plans for additions to 
st. Gregory’s RC School (architects. J. H. Morton & 
Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st., South Shields). 
—EC to spend £16,500 on minor educational works this 
year.—IC_ urging MH&LG to grant permission for 
erection of crematorium.—Funds being raised for pro- 
posed new St. Cuthbert’s Church at Cleadon. 

Stafford.—R. J. Bebbington, Corn Merchant, Brown- 
ing-st., Proposes erection of: 2-storey warehouse at 
67-10, New-st. Inquiry held. 

Stockport.—TC to invite tenders for further 81 
dwellings at Bridge Hall estate. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Extensions for storage accom- 
modation proposed to factory for Lionweld, Ltd.— 
G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., prepared plans for 6 
houses in Bromley-rd. for G. Hope, builder, Bishopton- 
rd., Stockton.—Revised layout plans for houses to be 
erected near Bishopton-rd. West by Marsh (Builders), 
Ltd., Bishopton-rd. approved. 

Stourbridge.—TC Surveyor, G. N. Maynard, to pre- 
pare scheme for adapting Farm House buildings, 
Wollescote, as social centre. 

Sunderland.—TC’s scheme for £50,000 health centre 
at Springwell and £23,000 scheme for mental occupa- 
tion centre to be included in 1954-55 building pro- 
gramme. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House. 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Lane. Fox & Co., Ltd., builders and 
contractors, Sunderland, to erect 54 semi-detached 
houses in Deepdene-rd., Sunderland. This is first 
stage of scheme for building private houses in town. 

Tynemouth.—M. Gatoff, architect, Trafalgar-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for Haverys, The 
Side, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for erection of houses at 
Burnside-rd. and Shoreston-ave., Cullercoats. 

Upholland.—UDC to invite tenders for erection of 
24 dwellings at Highgate estate. 

Uttoxeter—RDC received approval for layout of 
22 houses at Church-la, site, Rocester. 

Wales.—Welsh Reg. Hosp. Board, Cardiff, propose 
erection of villa for patients at North Wales Mental 
Hosp., £24,000 est., and establishment of hostel in 
North Wales for maladjusted children. 

Wolverton.—UDC propose restoration works to New 
Bradwell Windmill. Tenders to be invited shortly. 


TENDERS 


accepted. 

provisionally accepted. 

recommended for acceptance. 

accepted subject to modification. 

accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 


p 


* Denotes 
+ Denotes 
t Denotes 
§ Denotes 
€ Denotes 

ments. 


Aberdeenshire.—Plans prepared for the Scottish 
Industriai Estates, Ltd., Woodside-cres., Glasgow, for 
new canteen, new offices, and machinery department, 
to be erected at a Peterhead site. Allan & Frisken 
(F), architect, Castle-st., Dundee, Angus. James Barr 
& Son, FRICS, quantity surveyors, 213, St. Vincent- 
st., Glasgow. *Clark & Chapmen, Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Atcham.—Erection of 8 houses, construction of 
pump house and site drainage works at Acton Burnell 
for RDC. *J. Morris, Shrewsbury, £11,617. 

Bootle.—Erection of Orrell branch library for TC. 
*Frank Gatley, Ltd., Lydiate, £22,924. 

_ Brighton.—Provision and erection of glasshouse sec- 
tion of the nursery section at Stanmer Park for TC. 
*V. & N. Hartley, Ltd., of Greenfield, Oldham, 
£19,393. 

Brighton.—204 flats, 35 houses and 16 garages at 
Craven Vale estate for TC. *James Miller & Part- 
ners, Ltd., £360,000. 

Cannock.—100 houses at Cannock for the Coal 
Industry Housing Association. Architects: Collcutt & 
Hamp (FF). *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., 
Norbury, SW16, £147,639. 

Cheltenham.—54 houses at Winchcombe, Glos., for 
RDC. Architects: Rainger, Rogers & Smithson. 
me Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, SW16, 


Consett.—Erection of seven shops and five flats on 


the Richard Murray hospital estate for UDC. 
C.T.C. (Builders), Ltd., Queens-rd., Blackhill. 
undee.—Erection of 114 houses at St. Mary’s 


housing estate for Corporation. J. MacLellan Brown 
(A), architect, & J T. Morrison, FRICS, quantity 


surveyor Municipal-bldgs., Caird-sq., Dundee. 
thee gy pliance Construction Co., Ltd., Dundee, 


Rearham.—Erection of 40 houses at Belmont for 
nn Plans by the Housing Architect, Byland Lodge, 
urham. *Direct Labour, £47,060. 


Eston.—Erection of 22 houses in Passfield-cres. and 
*Direct Labour. 


Strauss-rd. for UDC. 
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Felling-on-Tyne.—Erection of 124 houses for UDC. 
Surveyor, H. Fawcett. *Direct Labour. 

Glasgow.—Erection of new prim. sch. at Cranhill 
(Site 2). John MacNab (F), architect, Education 
Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. *Thomas Henderson & 
Son (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, £127,932. 

Ham (Surrey).—84 traditional flats with roads and 
sewers at Ham Farm estate, Ham, Surrey, for Bar- 
good Estates, Ltd., Architects: Eric Lyons, FRIBA, 
MSIA. *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Nor- 
bury, SW16, £169,340. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Improvements to Jarrow Civic 
Hall for TC. BE, H. W. T. Perkins. *Direct Labour, 
£13,000 (work to be spread over five years). 

Kidderminster.—20 houses at Comberton estate for 
on & Bowdler, Larkhill, Kidderminster, 
26,816. 

Kilmarnock.—Corporation to erect 184 houses at 
the Oakbank housing site, N. S. Sutherland, FIAA&S, 
Council Architect, Municipal Offices, The Cross, Kil- 
marnock. 62 houses. *The Weir Housing Corporation, 
Ltd., Coatbridge, £78,187. 62 houses, *James Miller & 
Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh, £74,270. 60 houses, 
*Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Dumbarton, £77,864. 

Lewisham.—Erection of 21 flats and 10 maisonettes 
as the second stage of the Ladywell Park scheme for 


Harry Neal, Ltd. oe £72,436 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. f ot 71,352 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd 71,010 
Howard Farrow, Ltd. .. Sa 70,516 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. 70,399 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd. py 70,226 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 68,367 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. 67,981 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. .. 67,754 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd. 67,450 
Galbraith Bros., Ltd. .. - 67,360 
¢Rush & Tompkins, Ltd. 67,105 


Little Hulton.—Erection of a school clinic for Lancs 
CC. *Vic Hallam, Ltd., Langley Mill, Notts (‘‘ Der- 
went ”’ type construction). 

Liverpool.—Erection of 89 flats at Boyd-st., 63 flats 
& 3 houses at Wolfe-st., for TC. *Direct Labour. 
£186,670 and £108,010. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty. 

Yeovilton: Demolition work, construction of roads, 
etc., A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, Wilts: 


painting work, M. A. Appleton, Ltd., Bilston-st., 
Wolverhampton; repair of asphalt areas, Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., North Hill, Frome, Somerset. 


Fareham: Fencing, Flextella Fencing & Engineering 
Co., Ltd. Yeovilton: Building extensions, R. 
Dunthorn & Son, Ltd., 16, Magdalene-st., Glaston- 
bury, Somerset. Bramcote: Roof repairs, C. Walsh 
Grahgm, Ltd., Percy-st., Wednesbury. 
Sheerness: New access road, Mears Bros. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 154-8, Sydenham-rd., London, SE26. 
Harwich: Reconstruction of retaining wall, D. 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 40, Lady-la., Ipswich. Min- 
worth: Painting work, Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd., 
Collingwood-bldgs., | Newcastle-on-Tyne. Yeovilton: 
Repairs to concrete areas, A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station- 
rd., Westbury, Wilts. Shooters Hill, SE: Fencing, 


G. W. King, Hertford Works, Hitchin, Herts. Risley: 
Sprinkler installation, Mather & Platt, Ltd., Man- 
chester. 

Inskip: Painting, Woolfall & Reprimer, Ltd., 
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Southport. Openshaw: Concrete hardstanding, 
M.R.Q. Construction Co., Ltd., Oldham; painting, 


Jones and Jackson, Ltd., Manchester. Queenborough: 
Erection and cladding of store, W. E. Cox (Sheer- 


ness), Ltd., 104, Unity-st., Sheerness, Kent. Depts 
ford: Erection of store, George Barker (Builders), 
Ltd., 48-50, New-rd., London, El. Portsmouth: 
Internal painting, C. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt- 
rd., Harlesden, NWI10; internal painting, Maurice 
Hill, Ltd., The Estate Office, Bedhampton, Havant. 

Haslar: Formwork, Scaffolding (Great Britain), 
Ltd., Scafco Works, Willow-la., Mitcham, Surrey. 


Portsmouth: Pile driving, A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station 
rd., Westbury, Wilts; replacing timber wallings, 
bracings, etc., to jetty, Jno. Croad, Ltd., Portland- 
st., Portsmouth. Glasgow-Faslane: Storage buildings, 
Dougall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton, 
Fleetlands: Floors, roads, etc., John Hunt, Ltd, 
South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for fortnight ended February 6. 

Building work: Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., 
603-605, Kenton-rd., Kenton, Middlesex; J. M. Jones 
& Sons, Builders, Ltd., Highway Works, Bath-rd., 
Maidenhead, Berks; Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., 
49, Queen Victoria-st., London, EC4; Sadler & Sons, 
Richmond-rd., Ipswich; Tooley & Youngs, High-st., 
Stalham, Norfolk; G. Percy Trentham, Ltd., Pang- 
bourne, Reading, Berks; J. F. Booth & Son, Ltd., 
19, North Bar, Banbury, Oxon; A. Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq., Victoria, London, SW1; John 


Garrett & Son, Ltd., Embankment-la., Prince 
Rock, Plymouth, Devon; William  Sindall, Ltd., 
Gloucester-st., Cambridge; G. E. Wallis & 
Sons, Ltd., 231, Strand, London, WC2; Middle- 
ton & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., 4, Grange-rd., Dar- 
lington; Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe-rd., Stone- 
ferry, Kingston-upon-Hull. 

Runway construction, etc.: Robert M. Douglas 


(Contractors), Ltd., 395, George-rd., Erdington, Bir- 
mingham, 23; Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd., Bridge 
Wharf, 157, Millbank, London, SW1. Construction 
of foundations and floors, hardstandings, etc.: Sit 
Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little Sutton, 
Wirral, Cheshire. Erection of fencing: Boulton & 
Paul, Ltd., Riverside Works, Norwich, Norfolk. Sur- 
facing work: Zetland County Council, 3, Commer- 
cial-rd., Lerwick, Shetland Isles; Bristowes 
Tarvia, Ltd., Dysart-rd., Grantham, Lincs. Heating 
services: Z. D. Berry & Sons, Ltd., 16-18, Regency- 
st., London, SW1; Norris Warming Co., Ltd., Burley 
House, Theobalds-rd., London, WCl1; Rosser & 
Russell, Ltd., 30, Conduit-st., London, W1. Heating 
and ventilating services: Walter Cowen, Ltd., 11, 
Souldern-rd., London, W14. 

LCC.—Five No. 11-storey blocks of flats at Trinity- 


rd., Wandsworth (Consulting Engineers Messrs. Ove 
Arup and Partners), 2 multi-storey blocks of flats 
and 12 houses at Atkins-rd., Clapham Park, SW, 


and 50 houses in the Wates system of permanent new- 


tradition construction at Boreham Wood. *Wates, 
Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Norbury, SWI16, 
£630,316. 


{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts placed by 
MOW during week ended January 30:— 

London: Government Buildings, Kidbrooke, Site 1, 
proposéd vehicle-washing shed and_hardstanding, 
Grant & Partners, Ltd., 1, Manor Park-par., Lee 
High-rd., SE13. Buckinghamshire: JOB (MCA and 
GCHQ), Block ‘‘C,’’ Bletchley Park, Bucks, new 
screed and felt roofing, Everseal Products, Ltd., 16a, 
Station-par., Northwood, Middlesex. Hampshire: 
Customs and Excise, Watch Office, Bath-sq., Ports- 
mouth, alterations and adaptations, R. J. Winnicott, 
Ltd., Copnor-rd., Copnor, Portsmouth. Middlesex: 
Prison Commission, Norwood Green, erection of 20 
houses, George Moss & Sons, Cranleigh Wharf, Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall, Middlesex. 

Midlothian: Court of Session, Edinburgh, 
struction of new jury court and ancillaries, 
J. R. Watson, Ltd., 81, Great King-st., Edinburgh, 3. 
Surrey: Claims and Records Office, Kew, war damage 


con- 
& 


repairs, Baileys Builders & Contractors, Ltd., 2, 
George-rd., New Malden, Surrey. Warwickshire: 
NAB and WVS, 104-108, Corporation-st., Birming- 


ham, alterations and adaptations, J. & W. Malley, 


Ltd., 208, Wills-st., Birmingham, 19. Worcestershire: 
MNI, Priory-rd., Dudley, Worcs, extensions and 
alterations, M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd.. 


School-st.. Wolverhampton. 

§London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended January 30:— 

West Lothian: Building, John Cullen (Contractors), 
Ltd., | Musselburgh. Morayshire: Painting and 
decorating, Alex. Thomson Rolland, Ltd., Dunferm- 
line. Norfolk: Building, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Cromer. 

Dorsetshire: Miscellaneous, Scott & Nellist, Ltd., 
Bournemouth. Hampshire: Painting and decorating, 
George Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., London, 
W8; painting and decorating, K. L. & N. R. Smith, 
Ltd., Southampton. Lancashire: Fencing, E. B. 
Jones & Rawlinson, Ltd.. Salford. 6. 

Manchester.—Works for Reg. Hosp. Bd. Altera- 
tions and additions to provide reception unit, operat- 
ing theatre suite, etc., at Helme Chase maternity 
hospital, Kendal, *G. F. Postlethwaite, Main-st., 
Grange over Sands, £10,950. Extensions to maternity 
department at Billinge hospital, *D. A. Abelett & 
Sons (1938), Ltd., Sovereign-rd., Sawmills, Wigan, 
£9,086. Erection of accommodation for resident 
medical staff at Rossendale gen. hosp., Rawtenstall, 
*Leonard Franklin (Contractors), Ltd., Antley Garage, 
Blackburn-rd., Church, Accrington. 

Manchester.—108 flats, houses & maisonettes at 
Langley estate, Middleton. *Direct Labour. 269 houses 
at Langley estate. *A. Locke (1940), Ltd., Urmston. 
General repairs to St. Philips C of E sch., Hulme. 
*Alfred Hodgkinson, Ltd., Manchester. Erection of 
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Wythenshawe special sch. for EC. *G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little Hulton, nr. Bolton. 
Mansfield.—48 Gregory flats at Ladybrook estate 











THE BUILDER 


for BC. *Gregory Housing, Ltd., 27, Chapel-rd., 
Worthing, £63,991. (Revised tender.) 

MCC.—Erection of the first instalment of the Har- 
row Technical College at Northwich Park. {Prestige 
& Co., Ltd., £362,957. Erection of the Southgate, 
Winchmore Hill sec. mod. sch. }fWalter Lawrence 
& Son, Ltd., £204,567. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 12 houses at Berwick 
Hills for TC. *W. Taylor & Son, Middlesbrough 
(transferred from another firm). 
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Eastern Counties :— 


Bedford Berkhamsted 
Cambridge Colchester & Clacton 
East Herts Gt. Yarmouth 

Ipswich Kettering 

Lowestoft Luton 

Norwich Peterborough 

Rayleigh Rushden 

Sheringham Southend-on-Sea 
Spalding Wellingborough : 
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5.3.0 





Prompt and efficient assistance for any 
Member in difficulty. Periodic Bulletins 
giving vital information. 





Apply to:— 
G. M. Willis, Regional Secretary, 


53, Hills Road, Cambridge 
Telephone: Cambridge 58597 


Ne Tyne.—Erection of proposed civil en- 
gineering department for the Council of King’s College. 
Architects, Edwards and Manby, 52, Eidon-pl., New- 
castle. *Leslie & Co., Woodland-rd., Darlington, 
£121,000. 

Oldham.—Erection of a new RC Church at Hather- 
shaw, *H. H. Partington, Oldham. 

Penrith.—First instalment of new sec. sch. for Cum- 
berland CC, *Robert E. Reay, Ltd., Brent House, 
Fell-la., Penrith. 

Rhyl.—Construction of two covered ways and a dis- 
pensary at Royal Alexandra Hospital, *W. Smith, 109a, 
Wellington-rd., Rhyl. 

Scarborough.—Erection of 213 houses at Eastfield 
for TC. *C, R. Coates, Ltd., Scarborough (36); 
*Mollekin Bros., Scarborough (40); *A. Schofield, 
Ltd., Hornsea (43); *Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Scar- 
borough (48); and *E. Hunter, Ltd., Scarborough (46). 

Scarborough.—Erection of 14 lock-up garages on 
the Eastfield estate and 8 on the Barrowcliff estate for 
TC. *A. W. Sinclair, Ltd., Scarborough. 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between December 18 and January 20. 
House Erection: 

Burnpark, Kilmarnock (52 Dunedin), Barnet & 
Morton, 192-6, High-st., Kirkcaldy, front and division 
fences. Ratho. Midlothian (16 No-fines), S.E. Scot- 
land. Elec. Board, Musselburgh, electric. Inchmyre, 
Kelso (51 Traditional), S.E. Scotland Elec. Board, 
Galashiels, electric. Telford-rd., Edinburgh (920 No- 
fines), S.E. Scotland Elec. Board, Dewar-pl., Edin- 
burgh, electric. Pumpherston, Midlothian (32 No- 
fines), and Pathhead, Midlothian (44 No-fines), Scottish 
Speedwell, Glasgow, asphalt flooring. Sighthill, Edin- 
burgh (18 Traditional), W. Briggs & Sons, Murray- 
field, Edinburgh, asphalt flooring. Wester Langlee, 
Galashiels (70 Thomson), S.E. Scotland Elec. Board, 
Galashiels, electric. Catrine, Ayrshire (40 Traditional), 
George Reid & Sons, Ltd., Catrine, Ayrshire, all 

trades. 

Moncur-rd., Kilwinning (24 Traditional), Smith & 
Walker, 4, Parkhead-ave., Kilwinning, brick, etc., and 
joiner; A. Wallace, 26, Greenfoot, Kilwinning, roof 
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tiler and roughcast; Harry Thow & Co., 19, River.3, 

yr, glazier; Boyne, Smith & Wylie, 20, Nelson. 
Edinburgh, electric; John Kerr, 35, Maic-st., xj 
winning, plumber; W. & K. Hamilton, 13, Denton.q 
Irvine, painter. 

Telford-rd., Edinburgh (240 No-fines), W. G. Walke; 
& Sons, Duff-st., Edinburgh, asphalt to balconies, 
Torinturk, Argyll (2 Hall), Alex. Hall & Sons, Lt 
Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen, al) trades. Park Far, 
Port Glasgow (4 Stuart), Stuart & Sons, Ltd., 7, Fig 
roy-pl., Glasgow, all trades. Valley-gdns., Kirkcaldy 
(26 Traditional), Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, fencing 
Toryglen, Glasgow (72 No-fines), Barnet & Morton 
Kirkcaldy, fencing. Glengap, Kirkcudbright (6 Trag. 
tional), Robison & Davidson, St. Catherine’s-gate 
Dumfries, all trades. Cadder-rd., Glasgow (64 
Various), Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy, front an 
divisional fencing. 

Mains of Fintry, Dundee (122 No-fines), Lindsay & 
Scott, Ltd., Dundee, glazing. Kilbarchan-rd., Joh. 
stone (42 Atholl), SW Scotland Elec. Board, Glasgoy 
electric. Northfield, Aberdeen (100 Miller and {0 
Wimpey), A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44, Bilbao. 
Glasgow, divisional and front fencing. Welton-rj. 
Mauchline (68 Orlit), SW Scotland Elec. Board, Rij. 
marnock, electric. Almada-st., Hamilton (108 Miller) 
SW Scotland Elec. Board, Hamilton, electric. Cadder. 
rd., Glasgow (280 No-fines), Scottish Gas Board, 52 
Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow, gas. Haldane, Dunbartop. 
shire (370 Various), Barnet & Morton, Kirkcaldy 
front and divisional fencing. 7 

Site Servicing: 

White-st., Whitburn, Association’s Direct Labour 
Organisation. 

House Erection: 

Arden, Glasgow (48 No-fines), All trades, Associa. 
tion’s Direct Labour Organisation. 

Stalybridge.—92 houses at Copley estate for BC 
*Dean and Whipp, Ltd., Clarendon-rd., Hyde, 
£120,541. : 

Staveley.—Two police houses at MHobner-la. fo 
Derbys. CC. *J. Turner & Sons (Beighton), Ltd, 
£5,797. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of 14 houses for TC. 
*L. Brown & Son, Boathwuse-la., Stockton, £18,786, 

Tipton.—85 dwellings at Coneygree-rd. site for TC, 
*Direct Labour. 

Wimbledon.—Erection of 14 units of accommods 
tion for .BC. 40, Cecil-rd., *G. H. Wright, Ltd, 
£1,685;, 2, Effra-rd., *G. H. Wright, Ltd., £1,7% 
2 & 4, Hardy-rd., *G. H. Wright, Ltd., £3,218; 129 
131, Russell-rd., *A. E. Mace & Son, Ltd., £2,963 
9, Amity-gr., *A. E. Mace & Son, Ltd., £6,058: 56 
Princes-rd., *Woodcock Bros., Ltd., £3,089; 80/86, 
Norman-rd., *Ultra, Ltd., £3.622. All accepted. 

Worcester.—150 flats at Dines Green estate, for 


City C. *Wates, Ltd., 1258-1260, London-rd., Nor 


bury, SW16, £182,642. 
York.—Erection of 184 houses on the Chapel Fields 
estate for City C. *Sorrell (York), Ltd., £221,670. 
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